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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Morrisons
(Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Informal ‘Review & Overview’
sessions begin at 7:00pm with
a call to order at 7:30.

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are 25pm on the LAST Saturday of
the month, at the same venue
as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

Highlights from January & February 2014
To ease into the New Year, the
January meeting was a workshop
session. Although advertised to
be led by Craig W, he was unable
to make it on the night but fortunately we had a very capable substitute on hand in Japanesetrained bonsai artist Mark Ludlow
(who has also joined our club).
The February meeting started with
a Review/Overview presentation
by Bill McK entitled “Bonsai - A
Cheaters Guide for Novices”. Bill
explained that by “Cheating” he
meant short cuts to obtaining bet- Above - Mark and Carol at the workshop night at the January meeting.
ter bonsai, and went on to provide
many valuable hints for developing good trees as easily and in as little time as possible.
This was followed by a demonstration on ficus trees by Craig W, where as well as talking about
growing and developing fig bonsai, he also repotted three figs of progressively increasing size as a
kind of mini-progression series, showing the work that is done at three different stages of development.
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Above - Craig prior to repotting the smallest tree in
his ficus progression series at the February Meeting.

1 March (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group Meeting. 1:30pm Bonsai Art.
8 & 9 March (Sat & Sun) Robert Kempinski Workshops. 9:30am to 4:30pm in two
sessions. Morrisons.
11 March (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm Morrisons.
29 March (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.
8 April (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly Meeting.
7:30pm Morrisons.
12 & 13 April (Sat & Sun) Vic Native
Bonsai Club Inaugural Show. 10:00am to
4:00pm Essendon.
19 & 20 April (Sat & Sun) Mornington
Peninsula Bonsai Club Exhibition.
9:00am to 5:00pm Sat, 10:00am to
4:00pm Sun. Mt Martha.
19 to 21 April (Easter) Bendigo Bonsai
Club Exhibition. 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Bendigo.
26 April (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the
Month” Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from January and February - Cont. from Page 1
Craig explained that ficus is an ancient species of over
850 types, but that he considers ficus rubiginosa the Port
Jackson Fig to be the best variety as it is very easy to develop very tiny leaves.
Port Jackson’s grow readily from cuttings, taking only 2-3
weeks to develop a rooting system. Cuttings should be
wired as soon as the roots are formed so as to get movement very low down on the trunk. Root cuttings will also be
successful.
Being tropical plants, figs should be kept very wet in the
summer growing months, but on the dry side over winter.
Any black spots which occur on the leaves over the winter
indicate that the tree is too wet and cold - consider moving
to a warmer and dryer position.
Craig’s method of ficus bonsai development is to keep cutting back the trunk, only increasing the height by a couple
of inches per year so as to get good taper. Sacrifice
branches low down will assist in this effort.

Above - Craig working on the roots of the largest tree in his progression

Repot and root prune at the height of summer so recovery
is rapid. Cut off any big strong roots - the tree will easily throw off new roots in replacement. Cut the roots with a taper on the top,
to promote new root growth from the underneath.
Craig uses a 50:50 mixture of diatomite and Orchiata orchid potting mix as his soil medium, but any free-draining mix will do well.

Nursery Trip - Deep South
Our first nursery crawl of the year saw us heading “Deep South”,
visiting Bonsai Sensation in Narre Warren, Pearcedale Garden Centre, and Lorraine Simpson Pottery.
This was our first visit to Bonsai Sensation run by Tien Hsu Liao,
and it was a real eye-opener - the largest bonsai nursery most of us
had ever seen. Set in the rear of a residence on a very large block,
practically the entire area is covered in shadecloth and features bonsai and starter stock in all stages of development .

Pearcedale Garden Centre proved again that they are one of the best-value
general nurseries around by providing good trees at very reasonable (dare we
say cheap?) prices.
Lorraine Simpson had made a good range of pots for us to choose from, and we
didn’t disappoint, with visiting members buying a good selection and the club
purchasing a quantity for our trade table and to sell at our Bonsai Show.
A good day was had by all, and many trees and pots found a new home.
Above right - Tien of Bonsai Sensation chats with members.
Left - Happy buyers at Pearcedale Garden Centre.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the new bonsai
magazine produced by the Association of
Australian Bonsai Clubs. Copies of all issues are in the library for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the
checkout period for books and other library material is one
month. If you check out a book and are not able to make the
next meeting, you can return the book to Bill at Morrisons during
office hours or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening
kit, available for use at meetings.
Anything else you would like to
see stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Madalyn P is married to Bill and both are members of the club. Madalyn is now retired
and so has plenty of time to devote to her bonsai activities!
She has always been a gardener and has admired the artistry of bonsai for many years
without getting too involved. She has obtained her bonsai knowledge from books so far,
and has recently joined our club to learn more from others. Madalyn has found the support and enthusiasm around the club to be very encouraging and believes that members
are very generous with their advice and assistance.
Madalyn has started her bonsai life very slowly and wants to avoid gathering a collection
which is too large to manage and care for. She likes forest settings, and delicate lace-like
trees such as maples.
Her aim is to develop a collection with just a few healthy, well-formed trees that represent
the group woodland, root-over-rock, and informal upright styles.
Madalyn’s other current interests are relocating into Victoria, meeting people, and establishing a garden at her Mt Evelyn home.

Special Workshops
Two special workshops were held on Saturdays over the January February period. The first featured Barry Wood who provided advice
and assistance to members with azaleas. Barry has previously visited our club to demonstrate group planting techniques, and his satsuki expertise was equally appreciated.
The second event featured Quentin Valentine who conducted a special workshop
on Australian
natives as bonsai. Most members are growing natives and
the advice provided by Quentin, who is president of the Victorian Native
Bonsai Club, was greatly valued by the workshop participants and observers.
Top Right - Barry discusses the design and future direction of John B’s satsuki.
Left - Quentin and Marlene decide on required actions on a baeckia..

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Mr Miyagi, I found a pot I like for my informal upright bonsai, how do I work
out if it’s the right size?
A. There are rules that govern the ratio of pot size to the size of a tree. There are several formulas for ratios that can be employed:
The Length or the pot should equal 2/3 the tree’s height.
The Depth should equal the diameter of the trunk on a mature bonsai. This does not
include the height of the foot.
The Width should be slightly narrower than the tree’s branch spread – as seen from
the side.
The Diameter for round pots should be between 1/3 – 2/3 the height of the tree depending on the style of the tree. A literati would use a smaller pot where as a formal upright may use a larger diameter pot however you might go a little shallower on the larger pot to compensate for the larger size. Likewise a tree with a large thick trunk
may use a deeper pot but have a reduced diameter.
Please remember that just like other bonsai rules, they are based on aesthetics. We use them as guidelines and sometimes it is
necessary to go larger, smaller or deeper for horticultural reasons.
This is true for flowering or fruiting species that have a fibrous roots that like to run deep in the pot.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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The regular column by Craig Wilson of Gentiana Nursery.

Leptospermum Laevigatum - Coastal tea tree
I have long been singing the praises of this species to all who would listen. Now it seems voices louder than mine have taken up
the call which could only be considered a good thing and hopefully at last coastal tea tree will take their deserved place as one of
the most commonly grown native species in southeastern Australia.
The cultivation of coastal tea tree is really easy - they love our climate in Melbourne and require full sun. While they will grow in
partial shade, the ramification is much easier to achieve in sun.
Methods of acquiring these trees vary, collection from the wild can be done if you are able to gather plenty of fibrous roots, but if
this is not possible then it leads to almost certain death. Seed raising is very easy although a somewhat slow method. Probably
the best is to purchase nursery stock and spend some years developing them.
These trees could never be considered as a thick trunk variety as the trunks take years to thicken but they have other very appealing characteristics such as the beautiful flaked bark and twisted trunks that develop great character with age.
Younger trees will shoot back from bare wood but it is never a certainty; once the trees develop some age they will not shoot back
so it is better to treat them as you would a conifer and prune only into green growth where possible.
Root pruning is very easy once the tree is established as a bonsai, the first root prune may be problematic although I have never
lost a tree. As with all things bonsai there are conflicting ideas as to what season root pruning should be done. I have always rootpruned mine during the very hot weather when they are growing strongly and find they just keep on moving without missing a
beat.
All styles are possible with coastal tea tree and there seems to be no loss of vigor when wiring below horizontal. They take wiring
very easily and minor scarring with wire is not such a problem due to the flaking bark, which will quickly cover any marks.
As with any native species tea tree are very high maintenance plants requiring constant pinching over most of the year but especially during the summer growing season when growth is strong. It is not a good idea to neglect pinching on established bonsai as
ramification is very easily lost. And any twig which allowed to run too strongly will quickly weaken the rest of the branch.
I feed my coastal tea tree the same as all the trees in my collection they seem to have no special requirements. Just plenty of
food water and pinching.

Robert Kempinski Visit
Acclaimed international bonsai artist Robert Kempinski from USA will be visiting our club for two
days on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th March. He will be conducting morning and afternoon workshops on the Saturday, and a morning workshop and an afternoon critique session on the Sunday.
This is the prime event for the Yarra Valley Bonsai Society for 2014, and should not be missed by
any member. Robert is the first international bonsai expert to be hosted by our club since our inception.
Workshop positions are almost completely filled at time of publication, but contact Rudi if you are
interested in participating and he may be able to squeeze you in.
Observer positions are unlimited, so please try to attend for at least one session. The critique session on Sunday afternoon, where Robert will assess and provide advice and commentary on member’s trees should be of particular interest to all. Observer fee is $10 per session for YVBS and
WBG members, and no pre-booking is necessary - just turn up on the day.

Bonsai Novice Course
Our usual Bonsai Novice Training Course conducted by Craig W will be run again this year, running over five consecutive Tuesday evenings at Morrisons, separated only by the normal YVBS club meeting. The course will commence on 6 May and run
through to 17th June, with each session 7:30pm to 9:30pm. The cost for the whole course is $95.
Craig will run through a syllabus and course notes will be provided, but their will also be ample time for members to work on their
own bonsai starter trees under Craig’s tutelage.
This is an ideal introduction to bonsai for our newer and inexperienced members. Book your place with Rudi - places will be filled
on a first-come-first-served basis, and positions are strictly limited to eight.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To Barry Wood for running a very informative Saturday workshop on Azaleas.



To Quentin Valentine for running an excellent Saturday workshop on Australian Natives as bonsai. Also to Marcela Ferreira
who accompanied Quentin and provided valuable assistance.
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Tree Profile: Dwarf Jade - Portulacaria afra
General information: Portulacaria afra, also called Money tree, Elephant plant or
Small-leaf jade and is native to South Africa. Jade trees are excellent bonsai for
beginners, because they grow very quickly, can be kept indoors, and can go up to 4
weeks without needing water. This is because like succulents they store water in
their stems and leaves.
Lighting and Temperature: They can be grown both indoors and outdoors and will
tolerate a variety of growing conditions. Growing best and very fast outdoors in full
sun throughout the year. They will need protection in winter from frost, ensure that
temperature do not fall below 10°C. Due to its versatility it has the ability to tolerate
a wide range of temperatures, light and humidity conditions.
Watering: Always allow the soil to approach dryness before watering, but is not as
particular about overwatering either.
Feeding: Feed between spring and autumn, does not need feeding during the
winter months. Use a balanced liquid feed monthly, or a slow release organic feed replacing pellets every two months.
Pruning and wiring: New growth should be continually pinched out to encourage
stronger lower growth and to reduce leaf-size. Jades readily make new growth from
wounds and individual leaves can be removed to quickly produce new branches.
Never seal pruning wounds; wound
sealants can trap moisture within
the wound site and cause rotting.
Don't worry wiring Jade, it’s easier to shape this species by clip and grow,
however, they do respond to wiring well and set into new positions within 3-4
weeks.
Propagation: Cuttings can be taken at any time, allow them to dry for a day
before placing in well-drained soil. Large cuttings can be trimmed and shaped
into a bonsai style, then rooted in a bonsai pot.
Group plantings can also be created this way.
Repotting: Spring is the best time to repot but it can be done at any time if
given proper aftercare. It is important that you allow the soil to become dry
before repotting or
severely pruning the
top. Do not water until
new growth appears.
Keep it in a semishaded location until
new growth begins,
then place it in its
normal location.
Pests and diseases: The tree will show stress from both scale and
root rot by dropping leaves and branches. If you need insecticides use
one that is not petroleum based.
Styles: Don’t style the tree with long horizontal branches, because of
their weight they tend to drop. Great for any style including cascades
and rock plantings, informal and slanting. Very good for shohin and
mame bonsai!
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On The Display Table

Clockwise from top right ficus Little Ruby, Port
Jackson fig, Port Jackson
fig group planting, shohin
trident maple (150mm
tall), lilly pilly in bloom.
Centre - Rudi’s subminiature mame Port
Jackson fig, approx
70mm tall, blown up to
show the detail.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: March - April
The occasional glimpse of brilliant colours is the most rewarding sign that autumn is on its way. For many species, this can be the
most exciting time in the growing season. Deciduous trees such as Maples, Hornbeams, and Elms can put on a dazzling display
of yellows, oranges and reds as they would in nature.
Here are a few tips to help make the most of this time of the year.



When the weather begins to show signs of coolness, progressively give your deciduous trees more sun. This will encourage autumn colour throughout the foliage. Watch out for the occasional hot days - especially for Japanese maples!



Don’t water the foliage on deciduous trees in the evening to avoid mildew! You can lightly mist azaleas.



Turn your bonsais fortnightly if they get uneven light. This will ensure next years buds will develop evenly around the
tree.



Species such as azaleas, camellias and many fruit trees should not be pruned at this time if early spring flowers are desired. Azalea can still be pruned if shape/style is the priority - seal the cuts! New shoots should be reduced to two and
the remaining shoots shortened to two sets of leaves.



Late summer growth will strengthen and increase the girth of trunks and branches. Inspect for wire damage, remove wire
and rewire if needed for shape.



Late summer provides a small window of opportunity to carefully repot some bonsai. Eg figs, most natives and some
pines and junipers. Be very conservative with root pruning conifers at this time. Weather can be unpredictable, keep
them in a sheltered position for a few weeks after the work.



Use an organic fertilizer (liquid) high in potassium and phosphorus to encourage woody growth in the trunk



Remove old fruit and flowers.



Fertilize pines in autumn (not spring) to help reduce needle size.

While enjoying your autumn display, put some thought into winter survival.

2014 YVBS Bonsai Show
All members should by now have checked through their collection and
made a preliminary selection of the trees that they intend to include in
our 2014 Show in May. The show Committee will be distributing tree
nomination forms shortly.
The Club meeting in April will be a workshop night specifically aimed at
the trees to be included in the Show. Rudi & Marlene will detail the
preparation work needed for the trees, and the night can be used for
some final tweaking and polishing.
The Show will be held at the usual venue of the Montrose Town Centre on Saturday 17th May. Please promote to friends, relatives and
acquaintances - show flyers are available from Marlene in A4 and A5
format if required.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
Workshops are held on the last Saturday in each month at Morrisons, except for December and January which fall right in the
middle of holiday periods. The workshops are a social gathering which provide an opportunity to get to know your fellow
members, work on your trees, and of course, receive advice
from more experienced members if required. We are open from
2:00 to 4:30pm, and members and guests are welcome to drop
in, with or without trees! Tea or coffee is free, and there are
always plenty of interesting trees on hand to examine.
Right - plenty of assistance and advice on hand at the
February Saturday Workshop. Mike assists new member
Madalyn with her Chinese Elm.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
March & April 2014

Satsuki Interest Group Meeting on 1st March, 1:30PM - 4:00PM, at “Bonsai Art” Nursery, 236 Old Dandenong Road,
Heatherton. Don’t forget to bring along a Satsuki or other Azalea for discussion or display and a gold coin donation.
Special Workshops Weekend on 8th & 9th March, with the American Bonsai Artist Robert Kempinski, who’s an internationally acclaimed Tutor and the past President of Bonsai Clubs International. His teaching level is classified “Expert”.
All sessions will be at Morrisons.
Saturday 8th March, morning and afternoon Workshops from 9:30AM - 12:30PM and 1:30PM - 4:30PM
Sunday 9th March, morning Workshop from 9:30AM - 12:30PM
Sunday 9th March, afternoon Advanced Critique from 2.00 PM - 4.30 PM
Our monthly meeting on 11th March will be a “Team Challenge Cup” with various species - a great fun and learning
night. NO Overview/Review Session!
Display Table: “Members Choice”.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 29th March, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.
Our monthly meeting on 8th April will be a Special Workshop Night - “Show Preparation” with Rudi & Marlene to get
your tree(s) ready for our Show in May - a night not to be missed!
Display Table: “Autumn colors & Members Choice”.
Saturday 26th April monthly Workshop, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.

Events from Other Clubs
The Third Symposium on Australian Plants as Bonsai 15th - 16th March 2014 check out their website www.cbs.org.au for more details!
Victorian Native Bonsai Club is holding their First Inaugural Show on Saturday 12th April & Sunday
13th April from 10:00AM - 4:00PM at McNab Hall, St John's Uniting Church, Corner Mt Alexander Rd
and Buckley St, Essendon. Entry: $5.00 Adults, Children FREE.
Mornington Peninsula Bonsai Society Annual Exhibition. Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th April, at the
Balcombe Grammar 389 Nepean Highway, Mt. Martha. Opening hours will be 9:00AM to 5:00 PM on
the Saturday and Sunday 10:00AM to 4:00 PM
Bendigo Bonsai Club Easter Exhibition Saturday 19th to Monday 21st April, Uniting Church Hall, Forest St, Bendigo.
Opening hours will be 10:00AM to 5:00 PM on the Saturday and Sunday and 10:00AM to 4:00PM on the Monday.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the
club gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

