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37 F3
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:00pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!
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Highlights from January & February 2020
Our January Monthly Meeting was well attended considering it was in the middle of the holiday
season. We conducted a General Workshop with our own “team of experts” on hand to offer advice and suggestions. After the holiday break there was plenty of catch-up chatter around the
room whilst the various trees that had been brought along were worked on to bring them back into
shape.
It was great to see the number of trees on the Display Table, in response to the new initiative to
have two competitions running throughout the calendar year. The premier competition is for the
member who
accumulates the
most votes from
attending members for Favourite Tree on the
Display Table,
who will be
awarded the
Rudi Jerlitschka
Memorial Prize
at the December
meeting. All
members presenting trees for
the display table
throughout the
Above - Workshop activities at the January meeting. Calendar Dates:
year will also go
 10th March (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
into a draw at the December meeting for a prize to be anMeeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
nounced.
 14th March (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
The February meeting featured a presentation by Craig Wilson.
Craig first spoke about summer activities on deciduous trees,
saying that this is the time to work on them to increase twigginess and reduce leaf size. They should be growing strongly at
this time of the year - if they are not, then feed them more!
Remove big leaves, and any leaves hanging down. This maintains a clean line on the tree and allows more light in to the inner
buds to promote growth. Craig rarely defoliates his deciduous
trees as he feels that this slows them down too much. He tends
to let them grow early in the season, and then starts working
them hard once the initial flush of growth has hardened off. The
exception is Japanese maples, which must be pinched right from
first growth.

Group Workshop. 1:00pm - 3:30pm.
Bonsai Art, Heatherton.








23rd March to 29th March (Monday to
Sunday) Bonsai Week 2020. National
Arboretum, Canberra.
28th March (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Park Hub.
4th April & 5th April (Saturday & Sunday)
Vic Native Bonsai Club Exhibition.
9:00am to 4:00pm. Shire Hall, Preston.
11th April to 13th April (Saturday to
Monday) Bendigo Bonsai Club Easter
Exhibition. Uniting Church Hall, Bendigo.
14th April (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
25th April (Saturday) YVBS Novice

Course 1st Session. 9:00am to
1:00pm. Chirnside Park Hub.

Craig feeds once per week with liquid feed, either Power Feed or  25th April (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. ChirnGoGo Juice, and believes in foliar feeding at reduced concentraside Park Hub.
tions.
See also the Events Calendar on our
Continued Page 2 website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from January & February - Cont. From Page 1
Craig then continued on with talking
about growing native trees as bonsai.
Ficus make great trees for bonsai,
especially Ficus rubiginosa, Port
Jackson Fig. He is a believer in
letting the branches grow upwards
and then angle out, mimicking their
natural growth habits. Craig rarely
completely defoliates his figs, just
removes large leaves and pinches or
trims new growth back. He will cut
some leaves in half to let in more
light to inner buds if required.
Melaleuca are one of the best native
trees to grow. They can be grown in
a lot of different styles, and bud back
Above - Craig Wilson presents at the February meeting.
well on old growth and the trunk. Melaleuca linarifolia is best
around the local area, and he favours WA variety Melaleuca rhaphiophyla as well, however many varieties are available and can
be grown for bonsai.
Leptospermum (tea tree) is a great variety for bonsai, but have a reputation for disliking root pruning. Craig feels that they are
best grown from tubestock, and trained for root pruning from this young age to alleviate future root pruning problems. Let them
grow and then cut back. They may be hedge-pruned on occasion, but also pay attention to detail pruning to produce a two-by-two
growth pattern and direction-prune to create growth in the direction needed to suit the desired style. Always look to reduce the
length of branches and take every opportunity that presents itself.
Repot in the warmer weather and reduce foliage prior to repotting.
Banksia make good bonsai, and Banksia integrifolia is probably the best variety as it will bud back profusely at the point where
any branch is removed. Banksia serrata has a good trunk which thickens easily, but the foliage is not so good and requires a lot
of work in the warmer months to reduce leaf size. Banksia marginata has good foliage characteristics and a good trunk, but is
prone to die without any obvious reason.
Casuarina is another very good native species to grow. Allocasuarina equisetifolia is grown as bonsai all around the world, but
not so much in Australia for some reason. Allocasuarina littoralis has great bark which develops at a young age. Allocasuarina
torulosa also has good fissured bark from a young age, but the bark tends to be more soft and fragile than littoralis. Allocasuarina
cunninghamia is also a good variety. All casuarinas are best grown from tubestock so that movement in the trunk can be established especially near the base.
Eucalypts are an iconic Australian species, but Craig doesn’t grow them as they don’t behave in predictable ways!
Lilly Pillies (Syzigium) are easy to grow, respond well to clipping and growing bonsai techniques, and are very hardy.
Always use sharp tools when working on trees - Craig keeps a sharpening stone close at hand and uses it 4 or 5 time in a day.
He uses cut paste on almost anything, believing that it encourages budding close to the cut point. Use the tube paste on hard
woods and the tub paste on soft woods, but apply really thinly and just use around the periphery of the cut.
Craig also recommends cleaning of the trunk and branches using a toothbrush and soapy water, which is a Japanese technique.
It makes the tree look better, and may also promote additional budding.

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Fiona M was born in Melbourne with Irish heritage, and lives in North Ringwood. She is
married with 3 children with ages ranging from 18 to 23. She is a full time perioperative
nurse at Austin Hospital.
She was influenced by her architect father making 3D models of buildings and landscapes.
She grew up observing the nature and form of landscapes, trees and plants. She started
with bonsai over 20 years ago and accumulated knowledge through trial and error, books,
videos and talking with people at bonsai shows and nurseries.
Fiona has a wide variety of bonsai, including her original crassula ovata (jade plant) which
she grew from a cutting, and loves Australian natives, oaks, pines, conifers, azaleas and
mosses. Her aim is to refine her knowledge, and develop a forest like silver birch or sequoia.
Her other interests outside of bonsai include photography, rocks & fossils, and her German
Shepherd.

Bonsai Novice Course
In response to member preference, the Bonsai Novice Training Course will be run over two Saturday mornings this year, from
9:00am to 1:00pm on Saturday 25th April and Saturday 30th May at the Chirnside Park Community Hub. The syllabus of the
course will be the same as our previous 5 week, Tuesday night course but without the workshop component - this component will
be covered in the normal Last Saturday of the Month Workshops which will immediately follow the training sessions. Note that
there will also be a hands-on component of the training course, but it will be reduced from the 5 week course.
At present, 12 members have signed up for the course, which is close to maximum given the space restraints at the venue. If anybody else is interested in attending, please contact a Committee Member. We cannot guarantee a place, but we will try to fit you
in.
The prime leader for the course will be Lindsay H. with possible assistance from other senior members.
Members currently registered to attend are: Noela L, Jenny G, Michael G, Gail G, Ken G, Fiona M, Karen L, Barbara D, Kate S,
Ellie S, Nance P, Trish G.

Nursery Crawl
Our first nursery crawl of the year saw over 20 members and friends visit Bonsai Sensation, Pearcedale
Garden Centre, and Plantmark Langwarrin on a warm
sunny day in February. Our many new members
were enthusiastic in picking up additional trees to add
to their collection, and even some of our older members were tempted to pick up a few little treasures.
Plants for the garden were also purchased at the general nurseries. Members appreciated the good prices
and range of plants available. For those that missed
out this time, the next nursery crawl is scheduled for
September this year.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


Thanks to Scott at Dynamite Printing for his assistance in printing the promotional flyers for our 2020 Show.



Thanks to the nurseries visited on our Nursery Crawl for their hospitality, especially Tien at Bonsai Sensation.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2020 YVBS Show
We will be holding a YVBS Bonsai Show this year on Saturday 23rd May and Sunday
24th May at our new venue, the Chirnside Park Community Hub. The Show will be
open to the public from 10:00am to 4:00pm both days, with setup and tree drop-off on
Friday evening from 5:00pm to 8:00pm and Saturday morning from 8:00am.
All members are encouraged to offer at least one tree for inclusion in the Show, even
at the novice level - while it is nice to show older and more developed trees in the display, it is equally important to show the general public that starter bonsai are also attractive and are within the reach of almost anybody. From this, we can hopefully attract new members without any fear of intimidation. The only restriction we will impose
is that all display trees must be in bonsai pots.

Above - Most Popular Tree

Organising and running the Show is a major undertaking for the Club, and we hope that all memfrom our last Show.
bers who are able will volunteer their assistance. We will need people to help set up and take down,
to man the front desk and raffle table, to man the sales area, to patrol the display area to monitor that trees are not being touched
or taken and to answer any queries from the public, and to perform demonstrations, eg trimming, styling and wiring. Sign-up
sheets for these tasks will be circulated at meetings and workshops up to the Show, and rosters will be developed after volunteers
have nominated.
The April Saturday Workshop and the May meeting will be dedicated to preparing trees for the Show and advice will be given as
to what you need to do to get your trees in Show-ready condition.

AABC National Convention
The AABC 33rd National Convention will be held in Sydney from 15th to 18th May 2020, hosted by the Illawarra Bonsai Society who are also celebrating their 50th anniversary. The venue is the Bankstown Sports
Club.
Featured international artists at the Convention will be Juan Andrade from Costa Rica and Mitsuo Matsuda
from Japan. Local artists who will also be appearing on stage will be Andrew Edge, Andrew Sellman, Khan
Linh, Allan Harding and Janet Selby.
The National Conventions are always a great learning and bonding experience, and this one should be no exception. If any
member is interested in attending, promotional brochures are available, or further information can be accessed from the organizer’s website at www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org.
Note that registrations close on 1st May 2020.

Bonsai Week 2020
The National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of Australia at the National Arboretum in Canberra will be hosting Bonsai Week 2020
from 23rd to 29th March. International artists appearing this year are Marija Hajdic from Croatia and Nik Rozman from Slovenia.
As usual, free Masterclass Workshops with the visiting artists have been offered to Bonsai Clubs, donors and lenders to the National Collection, and local volunteers at the Collection. Two of our members, Mark L and Richard J have been accepted into the
Masterclass, and another member Dean S will also be participating through sponsorship from the Bonsai Society of Victoria. In
addition, Adrian H will be attending as an observer. We are sure that all will enjoy the experience and a lot will be learned. Hopefully we will include a report on the event from one of the participants in the next newsletter.
If any other members are interested in attending the event as observers, more information can be found on our Forum, or directly
from the Bonsai Week website at www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au. Bookings for the associated events such as the critique and
the Friday evening demonstration may also be made through this website.

Ya rra Valle y Bon sai So ciet y Newsletter

Volume 5. 52 Jan/Feb 2020

Page 5

Tree Profile: Melaleuca
General Information: Melaleuca is a genus of plants in the myrtle
family Myrtaceae. There are well over 200 recognised species, most of which
are endemic to Australia. The species are shrubs and trees growing (depending
on species) to 2–30 m (6.6–98 ft) tall, often with flaky, exfoliating bark.
The leaves are evergreen, alternately arranged, ovate to lanceolate, 1–25 cm
(0.39–9.8 in) long and 0.5–7 cm (0.20–2.8 in) broad, with an entire margin, dark
green to grey-green in colour.
The flowers are produced in dense clusters along the stems, each flower with
fine small petals and a tight bundle of stamens; flower colour varies from white
to pink, red, pale yellow or greenish, and there is even a mauve variety. The fruit
is a small capsule containing numerous minute seeds.
Melaleuca is closely related to the genus Callistemon, the main difference
between the two is that the stamens are generally free in Callistemon but
grouped into bundles in Melaleuca.
In the wild, Melaleuca plants are generally found in open forest, woodland or
shrubland, particularly along watercourses and the edges of swamps.
The best-accepted common name for Melaleuca is simply melaleuca; however
most of the larger species are also known as tea tree, and the smaller types as Melaleuca linarifolia
(Photo courtesy sydneycitybonsai.org.au)
honey myrtles, while those species in which the bark is shed in flat, flexible
sheets are referred to as paperbarks.
Lighting: Place outside in full sun.
Temperature: Will tolerate most temperatures in Melbourne.
Watering: Like most natives, Melaleuca will take up as much water
as it can, although it will tolerate periods of dryness. For maximum
growth, thereby giving many styling options for bonsai, water well
particularly during the growing season, when the use of water trays
under the pot can be advantageous.
Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au
Feeding: Fertilise heavily during the growing season to promote
vigorous growth. Any type of fertiliser is satisfactory, although there
are some reports that using a fertiliser developed for acid loving
plants such as azaleas can be advantageous.
Pruning and Wiring: Wire for shape when young or the branches
are small, as thicker growth may be brittle. Watch the wire carefully
and remove when starting to bite in – branches can thicken very
quickly. Most melaleuca will shoot from old wood. It is possible to
Melaleuca raphiophylla
cut back to bare wood and expect Melaleuca to shoot profusely on most species,
however recognize that this is always a risk – it is safer to cut back to green leaves only. (Photo courtesy pup at ausbonsai)
Prune branches after flowering, and finger pinch to promote compact growth and to
form pads where required.
Propagation: Melaleuca can be grown from both seed and from cuttings. Seeds
require no treatment before sowing. After collecting seed capsules, they can be placed
into a non-airtight container for 1-2 years. After this time, shake gently and the very fine
seed will be dislodged. Sow thinly. Germination takes place in approximately 14 days. It
can also be grown from fresh semi hard wood cuttings taken in December to March.
Remove excess leaves and trim few remaining leaves from the cutting. Use a rooting
hormone and put in a pot containing propagation mix. The cutting takes 6-7 weeks
before roots form.
Repotting: Repot during the warmer months only, generally from November through to
March. In general, reduce the foliage somewhat first, water the tree, then repot 2 hours
later and root prune as required. Some varieties may be more tender than others, so
be cautious until you are familiar with your tree’s response.
Pests and Diseases: Melaleuca is subject to Myrtle Rust - symptoms include red and
purple discolouration on leaves, with the fruiting bodies being quite distinct bright yellow
pustules on the new growth, causing distortion, then death of the foliage. Separate the
tree from other stock, treat with systemic fungicide like Mancozeb. Many forms of
Melaleuca nesophila
caterpillar like Melaleuca, especially the webbing caterpillar. Pick off the bugs, then
(Photo courtesy pup at ausbonsai)
treat with insecticide, preferably systemic for best effect.
Species Suitable for Bonsai: Almost all varieties may be used, following are some of the more commonly-mentioned.
Melaleuca linarifolia – “Snow in Summer”, paper bark, cream flowers.
Melaleuca ericifolia – cream flowers in spring.
Melaleuca rhaphiophylla – pure white paper bark, needle-like pendulous foliage, cream flowers.
Melaleuca styphelioides – attractive trunk, cream, flower brushes.
Melaleuca nesophila – mauve-pink with gold tips.
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Bonsai Calendar: March - April
The occasional glimpse of brilliant colours is the most rewarding sign that autumn is on its way. For many species, this can be the
most exciting time in the growing season. Deciduous trees such as Maples, Hornbeams, and Elms can put on a dazzling display
of yellows, oranges and reds as they would in nature.
Here are a few tips to help make the most of this time of the year.



When the weather begins to show signs of coolness, progressively give your deciduous trees more sun. This will encourage autumn colour throughout the foliage. Watch out for the occasional hot days - especially for Japanese maples!



Some people also believe that reducing the amount of water given to deciduous trees may enhance autumn colours - but
don’t go too far and stress the plant!



Don’t water the foliage on deciduous trees in the evening to avoid mildew! You can lightly mist azaleas.



Turn your bonsais fortnightly if they get uneven light. This will ensure next years buds will develop evenly around the
tree.



Species such as azaleas, camellias and many fruit trees should not be pruned at this time if early spring flowers are desired. Azalea can still be pruned if shape/style is the priority - seal the cuts! New shoots should be reduced to two and
the remaining shoots shortened to two sets of leaves.



Late summer and early autumn growth will strengthen and increase the girth of trunks and branches. Inspect for wire
damage, remove wire and rewire if needed for shape.



Late summer provides a small window of opportunity to carefully repot some bonsai. Eg figs, most natives and some
pines and junipers. Be very conservative with root pruning conifers at this time. Weather can be unpredictable, keep
them in a sheltered position for a few weeks after the work.



Use an organic fertilizer (liquid) high in potassium and phosphorus to encourage woody growth in the trunk



Remove old fruit and flowers.



Fertilize pines in autumn (not spring) to help reduce needle size and to prepare them for the winter.

While enjoying your autumn display, put some thought into winter survival.

Julie 0419 870 240 or
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
Pickup from YVBS/BSV/VNBC meetings, or as otherwise arranged. Also
available at the YVBS Sale Day.

Squat orchid pots are ideal for growing-on trees, promoting radial root
growth and a flat root structure. High
quality UV-resistant plastic, re-usable,
will last for years.

Bonsairoots diatomite is a SOIL CONDITIONER, it
Should be used to improve the porosity and drainage of
soil. Can retain 100% of its own weight in water, because of its ability to hold water, Bonsairoots diatomite
creates aeration, provides plant available silica, has a
high surface area in minute pore spaces into which liquids can be absorbed. Available in 35L bags and 20L
buckets: size 2-7mm. $35 / bag.
Bonsairoots orchiata pine bark is a standalone growing substrate that can be used directly from the bag without sieving. Produced from 100% pure New Zealand
pinus radiate bark, it is a unique, stable substrate for
potting and re potting bonsai. Available in 40L bags and
20L buckets: sizes 3-6mm and 6-9mm. $30 / bag.
Bonsairoots premium 50/50 mix consists on 50% Bonsairoots diatomite and 50% Bonsairoots orchiata pine
bark. This mix is extremely successful in the development of masses of fine roots on bonsai plants. It is very
open and water drains quickly, helping to avoid root rot.
Your bonsai in pots and growing pots will love it! Suitable
for all plant varieties so no need for different mixes.
$30 / bucket

Bonsairoots MMP (Man Made Pumice) perlite and pumice are closely related, they
share all the key elements in nearly the same
precise percentages and their structure is very
similar. If the perlite ore is not as vigorously
expanded, it will expand to an intermediate
weight material, with a great many of the characteristics of natural pumice. This offers a
media with excellent AFP (air filled porosity) of
around 30% and very regular particle size. It
does not hold as much water as natural pumice, grade for grade, but the particle shape
provides an excellent anchor for plant roots,
particularly bonsai in shallow trays. It is an
exceptionally good media with a WHC (water
holding content) of approx. 33% which provides exceptional drainage. It has a very low
hydraulic resistance and continues to supply
adequate water even when substantially dried
down. Available in 25kg bags and 20L buckets: size 2-5mm, $35 / bag.
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Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
March & April 2020

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 10th March will feature a presentation by our own Steve M on
“Bonsai Progression from Novice to Intermediate”, including an open discussion from members
on issues and queries they might have. Display Table - “Shohin, Mame, or Member’s Choice”.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on 28th March at Chirnside Park Community
Hub from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 14th April will feature special guest presenter Scott Martin on
“Demonstration on Pines”, especially Scot’s Pine. Display Table - “Pines or Member’s Choice”.
The first session of the Novice Training Course will be on Saturday 25th April from 9:00am to
1:00pm at the Chirnside Park Hub, for those members pre-enrolled for the course.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on 25th April at Chirnside Park Community Hub from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.

Other Events
The Satsuki Interest Group will hold an azalea workshop on Saturday 14th March at Bonsai Art in
Heatherton. 1:00pm to 3:30pm.
Bonsai Week 2020 as organized by the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection Australia will run
from Monday 23rd March to Sunday 29th March. Demonstration and Critique on Friday 27th, and
Masterclasses on Thursday 26th, Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th. National Arboretum, Canberra.
The Victorian Native Bonsai Club will stage their Bonsai Exhibition on Saturday 4th April and Sunday 5th April at Shire Hall, 286 Gower St, Preston from 9:00am to 4:00pm. Entry $5 adults.
Bendigo Bonsai Club will stage their Easter Bonsai Exhibition from Saturday 11th April to Monday 13th April at Uniting
Church Hall, Forest St, Bendigo. Entry $5 adults.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are kept for at least six
months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may
add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

