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Highlights from January & February 2021

The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month at Chirnside Park
Community Hub
33 Kimberley Drive
Chirnside Park
Meetings begin at 7:30pm .

37 F3
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:00pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

The January meeting was a workshop where members brought along their trees to work on in a
community atmosphere. Plenty of advice and assistance was available from more experienced
members for those requiring it.
A feeling of optimism was in the air, hoping that the lockdowns of 2020 were behind us and that
2021 would be a return to more normal bonsai club activities.
Above and left - the January work-
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The February meeting featured a presentation by Craig Wilson
which he entitled “Cultivation”, and which turned out to be his
thoughts based on many years of experience on the way to develop and maintain various tree species for bonsai applications.
Craig emphasized that the day-to-day work which is done at
home is the difference between a good and a great bonsai tree.
Ficus - Craig only utilizes Port Jackson figs. Defoliate when the
warmer weather arrives, then let the first flush of growth extend
before cutting back. Then continually pinch out the growing tips





6th Mar & 7th Mar (Saturday & Sunday)
Vietnamese Bonsai /Orchid Exhibition.
10am to 5pm. Sunshine North.
9th March (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
19th Mar (Friday 5:30 to 8:30pm) & 20th
Mar (Saturday 9am to 4pm) Vic Native
Bonsai Exhibition. Preston.
26th to 28th March (Friday to Sunday)
Bonsai Reshaped 2021. National Arboretum, Canberra
27th Mar (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
13th April (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
18th April & 19th Apr (Sunday 10am to
4pm & Monday 10am to 2:30pm) BSV
Bonsai Display. Ripponlea, Elsternwick.
24th Apr (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from January & February - Cont. From Page 1
at the ends of branches, but let the internal shoots grow. Don’t allow the internal
shoots to be shaded, otherwise they will die back. Feed heavily during the growing
seasons. Ficus are easy to grow and are a very forgiving species.
Banksia - the right species are almost as touch as ficus. Banksia integrifolia, the
coastal banksia, is by far the best to grow. Banksia serrata can also be used. Banksia
marginata has good bonsai features in small leaves and textured trunk, but Craig say
that they tend to die after some years for no apparent reason! Other species are unproven, but could be experimented with - look for good movement in the trunk, fine
cracked bark, and naturally small leaves. Apply the same feeding regime to banksias
as other trees, but be wary of their general dislike of high phosphorus content fertilisers. Banksia are dormant from late winter until mid-spring, so don’t touch them during
this period. Let the growth romp at the start of the growing season, then cut back and
completely defoliate. Pinch new growth after this time.
Craig also spoke about his experiences and practices with other species, but the principles are the same - feed heavily, let the first flush of growth in the growing season
extend to build up strength in the tree, then cut back and pinch for the remainder of the
season.
Right - Craig Wilson talks about growing principles.

Resignation of Our Club President
It is with a great deal of regret that the Committee has accepted the resignation of Geoff P from his position as President of our
Club. Geoff has been suffering with health issues for some time, and felt that he needed some down time to concentrate on regaining his full strength. The Committee and I am sure everybody in the Club sympathises with Geoff and wishes him a very
speedy return to full health again. If any member wishes to nominate for the vacant President’s position, please advise the secretary Lindsay H. If no nominations are received, the existing Club Officer’s will carry the load until the next AGM in September.

Bonsai Training Course
The Bonsai Training Course which was cancelled last year will now be run in March and April on the last Saturday morning in
each of these months. Ten members have registered to attend the course, which is about the maximum that can be readily accommodated. If additional members wish to participate in such a course, then an additional course will be considered for later in
the year. Confirmation notes to each of the registered attendees will be sent out in early March.

National Arboretum - Bonsai Reshaped 2021
The National Arboretum and the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of Australia have scheduled an event called Bonsai Reshaped 2021, to be held in Canberra on 26th to 28th March. This is instead of the normal Bonsai Week program, and features
local artists rather than international experts. For those unwilling or unable to travel to Canberra, the Bonsai demonstrations and
discussion forum will be live streamed and also available for later download. A cost of $90 will apply for an on-line streaming
ticket. See https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/visit/whats-on/school-holidays-and-feature-events/bonsai-reshaped-2021 for
details. Our own Tracey F will be presenting and demonstrating her pottery skills, as will local artist Scott Martin with a bonsai
demonstration.
(At this time, it is not clear whether any charge will be applied for subsequent download of the demonstrations. This will be advised later once known.)

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
JoAnn started practicing bonsai 40 years ago, but continually gave her collections away when she moved interstate several times. The only 1 that is
still alive is a 40-year-old crazy filbert which she took back from her brother.
A keen potter, her ceramics life began when working with interior designers
in Queensland. Finally moving back to Melbourne again, she bought a kiln
and started making bonsai pots for her own collection. Some 10 years ago
she was encouraged by our own Rudi and Marlene J to start making bonsai
pots to sell to others.
JoAnn prefers penjing landscapes and so started to make ceramic rock
fronts and little features for surface enhancements, her usual being frogs
and turtles. Her favourite trees are probably Sao To Me azaleas and dwarf
Hinoki Cypress.
Zyggy has been interested in growing plants all his life, expanding his knowledge by doing some horticultural TAFE courses. JoAnn introduced him to
bonsai in the early 2000’s.
Under J’s guidance he made his first bonsai pot for a Banksia.
Zyggy is interested in all plants but leans to the unusual, having several caudiciform succulents. His Bonsai preferences are Ficus and deciduous conifers.

YVBS 2021 Show
The Chirnside Park Community Hub has been booked for the 2021 YVBS Bonsai Show, to be held on Saturday 22nd May and
Sunday 23rd May. This will be the first time that we have staged a Show in our current venue. So we are hoping for a good display and a good turnout of both bonsai enthusiasts from around the State as well as the general public from our local area.
All members are encouraged to submit at least one tree for the Show - it does not need to be a perfect bonsai, as it is equally
important to show trees in progress to the non-initiated public, as it is to show more developed trees. Start thinking about your
entry/ies now, so that preparations can begin to get the tree in its tip-top condition for the Show.
A detailed Show preparation session will be held at the regular May Club meeting which will be immediately prior to the Show, to
cover all of the last minute details.
There will be a call for volunteers to assist with the running and the manning of the Show, sometime closer to the actual date. We
hope that many members will put their hands up to assist and to share the load.

Covid-Safe Plan
Government regulations are continually changing, and Club policies and procedures will be adjusted to suit the requirements of
the day. At present, the following policy is in place for Club events at the Hub:



Manual logging of all attendees if numbers expected are less than 34, QR code scanning of attendees if numbers expected
are greater than 34 but less than 68. Numbers in excess of 68 are not permitted, and a one-out, one-in policy will be implemented. Club representatives will assist with QR code scanning if required.



All attendees to wear masks inside the venue. (Late change - now possibly relaxed due to easing of government restrictions.)



Social distancing should be practised where possible.



Hand sanitiser supplied by the venue should be used on entry and exit.



Anybody feeling unwell should not attend.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 35L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2021 YVBS Sale Day
The Club Sale Day was finally held on Saturday 27th February, after
its forced cancellation in November 2020. Fifteen sellers took tables
to offer their wares, plus two table for the Club Trade Table goods.
A variety of bonsai, bonsai starters, pots, and soil mixes were on
offer. A steady stream of visitors came in comprising both experienced and new bonsai enthusiasts, as well as members of the general public. Many trees and pots changed hands, with seemingly
satisfied smiles on the faces of buyer and seller alike.
Four new members signed up on the day, and many more took
member application forms away with them, so we hope to see more
members in the future. Several of the new members returned later
to join us in the regular Last Saturday of the Month Workshop.

Vale Arthur Robinson
Long-standing member of the Australian bonsai community and noted Satsuki azalea expert Arthur Robinson passed away on
the 1st February this year. His knowledge and enthusiasm will be sorely missed by all, and especially the WA bonsai community
and azalea-lovers Australia-wide.
Long-term YVBS members will remember that WA-based Arthur visited our club and conducted an azalea workshop some years
ago now, and others may remember seeing him demonstrating at Bonsai Art Nursery during the Satsuki Azalea Display more
recently.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


Kudos to those members who volunteered to assist with the organisation and setup of the February Sale Day.



Thanks to all sellers who took tables at the February Sale Day, who all contributed to its success by providing a range of
quality product.



Thanks to radio station 96.5 Inner FM , for promoting our Club in general and our Sale Day in particular, through an on-line
interview with members David R and Lindsay H.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
All members and especially our newer members are reminded that
the Club holds Last Saturday of the Month workshops from1:00pm to
4:00pm at the Chirnside Park Hub, every month apart from December. It’s a great opportunity to work on your trees, look at what others
are doing, obtain bonsai advice or assistance, pick up supplies from
the Trade Table, or just share a coffee and some time with likeminded people.
It’s also a likely first meeting place for prospective new members,
who drop in to check us out! All are welcome.
Above - Members at work at the Saturday Workshop in January
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Tree Profile: Crepe Myrtle - Lagerstroemia indica
General information: Crepe Myrtle is a genus of around 50 species of
deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs -native to the Indian
subcontinent, southeast Asia, northern Australia and parts of Oceania.
The species commonly used for bonsai is Lagerstroemia indica in colors
white, pink, red or purple. It makes an excellent bonsai due to its
exquisite branch ramification and the contrast of the red upon silver of the
peeling bark.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun, which helps to keep it relatively
pest and fungus free and promotes flowering, but will need protection
from hot as well as freezing winds.
Watering: The Crepe Myrtle Bonsai does need a well drained soil; it
enjoys water - frequently in spring and moderately during the rest of the
year. Reduce the watering in winter and just before flowering to
encourage bud formation. To promote flowering, allow the soil to dry
slightly (similar to bougainvillea). Avoid overwatering!
Feeding: Don't over-fertilize crepe myrtles. Recommended from spring to
early autumn, every two weeks alternating a general purpose plant food
or bonsai food with a low nitrogen tomato fertilizer. Do not feed during
winter!
Pruning and wiring: The best and safest time is only in autumn,
because it stimulates flower buds to form. You can cut back severely
and allow it to grow for one season freely to thicken the trunk. The
following season pinch back constantly to promote branch ramification!
Wiring can be done any time between spring and autumn, but take care
of the delicate and brittle branches!
If unsure of wiring - styling can also be done quite easily by clip and
grow!

Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au

Propagation: From seed in spring, softwood cuttings in late spring or
semi-ripe cuttings with bottom heat in summer - use heal cuttings for
better results.
Repotting: Crepe myrtles should be repotted every 1-3 years in the early
spring before bud burst in a light, well drained soil with minimal root
cutting. Position the roots during repotting!
Pests and diseases: Mealy bugs, scale, red spider mites and whiteflies
can be a problem
- tread with
pesticide.
Powdery mildew
can be avoided by
providing good
ventilation and
plenty of light.
Styles: Informal
Upright, Slanting,
Cascade, Broom
and Clump. The
dwarf varieties
make excellent
shohin bonsai.
Pictures courtesy of Internet Bonsai Club!

The photos at the right are stock photos showing the crape myrtle flowers. The tree at the left belongs to local enthusiast Mark L - a magnificent example.
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A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
January and February
meetings.
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Bonsai Calendar: March - April
The occasional glimpse of brilliant colours is the most rewarding sign that autumn is on its way. For many species, this can be the
most exciting time in the growing season. Deciduous trees such as Maples, Hornbeams, and Elms can put on a dazzling display
of yellows, oranges and reds as they would in nature.
Here are a few tips to help make the most of this time of the year.



When the weather begins to show signs of coolness, progressively give your deciduous trees more sun. This will encourage autumn colour throughout the foliage. Watch out for the occasional hot days - especially for Japanese maples!



Some people also believe that reducing the amount of water given to deciduous trees may enhance autumn colours - but
don’t go too far and stress the plant!



Don’t water the foliage on deciduous trees in the evening to avoid mildew! You can lightly mist azaleas.



Turn your bonsais fortnightly if they get uneven light. This will ensure next years buds will develop evenly around the
tree.



Species such as azaleas, camellias and many fruit trees should not be pruned at this time if early spring flowers are desired. Azalea can still be pruned if shape/style is the priority - seal the cuts! New shoots should be reduced to two and
the remaining shoots shortened to two sets of leaves.



Late summer and early autumn growth will strengthen and increase the girth of trunks and branches. Inspect for wire
damage, remove wire and rewire if needed for shape.



Late summer provides a small window of opportunity to carefully repot some bonsai. Eg figs, most natives and some
pines and junipers. Be very conservative with root pruning conifers at this time. Weather can be unpredictable, keep
them in a sheltered position for a few weeks after the work.



Use an organic fertilizer (liquid) high in potassium and phosphorus to encourage woody growth in the trunk



Remove old fruit and flowers.



Fertilize pines in autumn (not spring) to help reduce needle size and to prepare them for the winter.

While enjoying your autumn display, put some thought into winter survival.

Julie 0419 870 240 or
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
Pickup from YVBS/BSV/VNBC meetings, or as otherwise arranged. Also
available at the YVBS Sale Day.

Squat orchid pots are ideal for growing-on trees, promoting radial root
growth and a flat root structure. High
quality UV-resistant plastic, re-usable,
will last for years.

Bonsairoots diatomite is a SOIL CONDITIONER, it
Should be used to improve the porosity and drainage of
soil. Can retain 100% of its own weight in water, because of its ability to hold water, Bonsairoots diatomite
creates aeration, provides plant available silica, has a
high surface area in minute pore spaces into which liquids can be absorbed. Available in 35L bags and 20L
buckets: size 2-7mm. $35 / bag.
Bonsairoots orchiata pine bark is a standalone growing substrate that can be used directly from the bag without sieving. Produced from 100% pure New Zealand
pinus radiate bark, it is a unique, stable substrate for
potting and re potting bonsai. Available in 40L bags and
20L buckets: sizes 3-6mm and 6-9mm. $30 / bag.
Bonsairoots premium 50/50 mix consists on 50% Bonsairoots diatomite and 50% Bonsairoots orchiata pine
bark. This mix is extremely successful in the development of masses of fine roots on bonsai plants. It is very
open and water drains quickly, helping to avoid root rot.
Your bonsai in pots and growing pots will love it! Suitable
for all plant varieties so no need for different mixes.
$30 / bucket

Bonsairoots MMP (Man Made Pumice) perlite and pumice are closely related, they
share all the key elements in nearly the same
precise percentages and their structure is very
similar. If the perlite ore is not as vigorously
expanded, it will expand to an intermediate
weight material, with a great many of the characteristics of natural pumice. This offers a
media with excellent AFP (air filled porosity) of
around 30% and very regular particle size. It
does not hold as much water as natural pumice, grade for grade, but the particle shape
provides an excellent anchor for plant roots,
particularly bonsai in shallow trays. It is an
exceptionally good media with a WHC (water
holding content) of approx. 33% which provides exceptional drainage. It has a very low
hydraulic resistance and continues to supply
adequate water even when substantially dried
down. Available in 25kg bags and 20L buckets: size 2-5mm, $35 / bag.
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Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
March & April 2021

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 9th March will feature an illustrated presentation on “Pot Selection” and “Basic Wiring Principles” by our own Lindsay H. Display Table - Various Mame or Shohin sized bonsai, or Member’s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 27th March from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 13th April will feature a demonstration by guest bonsai expert
Scott Martin on “Pines (with special reference to Scots Pines”. Scott was scheduled to present
this topic last year but had to be cancelled, so we look forward to this with bated breath! Display
Table - Pines, or Member’s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 24th April from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.

Other Events
The Vietnamese Bonsai Club of Victoria will hold a Bonsai/Orchid Exhibition and Sale on Saturday 6th March and Sunday 7th March from 10:00am to 5:00pm, at the Vietnamese Cultural Heritage Centre, 90 Knight Avenue, Sunshine North. Entry $5.
The Victorian Native Bonsai Club will stage their Bonsai Exhibition on Friday 19th March from
5:30pm to 8:30pm and Saturday 20th March from 9:00am to 4:00pm at Preston Shire Hall. Entry
$5.
The National Arboretum in Canberra will be staging Bonsai Reshaped 2021 in Canberra and
online from 26th to 28th March (Friday through Sunday).
The Bonsai Club of Victoria will put on a Bonsai Display at Ripponlea, 192 Hotham Street, Elsternwick on Sunday 18th
April from 10:00am to 4:00pm and Monday 19th April from 10:00am to 2:30pm.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are
kept for at least six months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

