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Highlights from July & August 2019
The July meeting featured a demonstration
by Michael Simonetto on Flowering
Quinces. Michael explained that there are
two types of quince: Speciosa (Chinese)
and Japonica (Japanese).
The West have started cross pollinating
them and developed Chaenomeles superba and Pseudocydonia sinensis . The
Pseudocydonia sinensis or Chinese
Quince is a tree and not really a flowering
quince as such, which tend to be more
shrubby.
Propagation can be done through Hardwood cuttings, Softwood (or semihardwood) cuttings, Root Cuttings
(including Rhizomes) and seed. July is about the best time to get your cuttings started.
Hardwood cuttings –The younger the hardwood cutting, the better. Cleanly cut the hardwood
cutting about 5mm thick to just below a node and trim to about half the length of a pencil. Take a
number of cuttings. Soak overnight in diluted rooting hormone (mixed to about 1/10 recommended
strength). Bundle the cuttings together – 10, 20, 30 or 40 – whatever you like and bury them in
sand with only the top bud showing. Lift in spring. Callused cutCalendar Dates:
tings will swell and bud. Not all of them will strike so discard the
ones that don‟t look healthy. Plant cuttings randomly as they will  7th Sep (Saturday) YVBS Nursery Crawl South Eastern Exposure. Commencing
sucker.
10:00am
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Softwood (Semi Hardwood) Cuttings – similar to hardwood

cuttings but must be covered to minimise transpiration. These will
generally have a few leaves. Best with a plastic bag or dome

over the top.
Root cuttings – The thicker the root the better the strike rate.

Cut the root into sections and bury it just under the surface of the
soil mix. The shoots come up

Continued Page 2
from the prone root cuttings.







10th Sep (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
14th Sep (Saturday) Satsuki Azalea
Bonsai Interest Group meeting. 1:30pm.
Bonsai Art Nursery, Heatherton
21st Sep & 22nd Sep (Saturday & Sunday) Northern Suburbs Bonsai Group
Show. Bundoora
21st Sep & 22nd Sep (Saturday & Sunday) Yea Garden Expo. Yea Saleyards.
28th Sep (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
8th Oct (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
13th Oct (Sunday) YVBS Social Lunch at
David’s. 12 noon. Warrandyte.
12th Oct & 13th Oct (Saturday & Sunday) Bonsai Society Victoria Exhibition.
Box Hill Town Hall.
26th Oct (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
26th Oct & 27th Oct (Saturday & Sunday) Yarra Valley Plant Fair. Wandin.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from July & August - Cont. From Page 1
Seed propagation – With seeds you need to cross-pollinate as most are not self-fertile. Once the ovary has swelled and starts to
turn yellow and smell ripe, break it open to retrieve the seeds. Stratify in vermiculite for approximately two months in the fridge
prior to planting.
Quince like a heavier soil that holds moisture. Akadama (fine) is ideal. An ideal potting mixture will have fine particles. You can
use peat, sand, normal potting mix, 2 or 3mm scoria (sieved) and homemade compost. Michael‟s potting mix consists of clay,
sand and homemade compost.
In Summer put your quinces under shade. They love water so consider sitting some in trays of water to prevent drying out. Becoming dried out will damage them severely. Leaves and buds will be damaged and it will limit flowering. Drying out can be fatal
or certainly highly debilitating to your trees.
Repot your quinces every year. This cannot be stressed enough. It is very important for the health of your quinces as hardly any
of the roots form on the surface of the soil. Many roots will circle around the pot looking for moisture. Roots have to be trimmed to
maintain the health of your trees. You can repot before, after or even during flowering. In Japan, they tend to repot in Autumn after
a frost a two. The best time to prune the roots of your quinces is in Autumn when nematode activity is limited. Seal EVERY cut –
including on the roots! Michael recommends that you should bare root at repotting every few years although it is not necessary to
do this every year. Remember also, that debudding and defoliation does not work at all on Quinces.
Pests - Nematodes are one of the biggest pests and are most active in Spring when your trees are much more likely to get infested. Nematodes get into the root system of your trees. The roots will react to nematode damage by forming a knot or lump
where the nematodes are. These knots restrict the flow of water and nutrients to the tree and need to be removed. Nematodes
can kill trees – even old trees and prevention is better than cure as they are almost impossible to eradicate.
Fungal disease – this destroys the cambium layer and the trunk dies. Every Winter, as a preventative, just before repotting Michael sprays with a weak Copper Sulphate spray. You can also use Bordeaux spray, Lime Sulphur or Kocide, etc
Always sterilize your tools between trees in case one tree is affected and one is not. Unsterilised tools are the surest way to
spread diseases. Michael sterilises his tools with a propane torch and uses heat, but alcohol can also be used (on the tools)
Aphids – Attack flowers, buds and new growth in Spring and Autumn which can reduce the trees vigour. Mites – could be attracted to trees that are overly protected.
Fertilizer - Use LOTS of it! When repotting, Michael uses Nutricote or Osmocote. For general fertilizing he also uses blood and
bone, liquid fertilizer, homemade cakes and pellets. Your quinces must get fed and made to MOVE during summer.
You should be able to cut back your trees about 3 times a year. Michael only uses wire if a branch needs to be moved - he prefers
cutting and growing to direction . He also prefers his trees to look „a bit wild‟ as opposed to perfectly manicured. Quince don‟t
branch - the top bud will only ever extend from the branch tips. Cleaning up ends left from cutting in from previous seasons cutting
will give movement to the branches. It is possible that suckers will be thrown up from around the base of the tree. You can keep
them if they are going to enhance the tree, but if not – just remove them. Suckers must be cut back to the first bud at the end of
the season or they will take all the nutrients from the rest of the tree.
If you want to dig up a Quince from the garden, the best time is around July. Dig up the root ball and cut all the stems off to
stumps, sealing all cuts really well. Michael‟s final piece of advice came from an old Japanese article he read that said: „W hen a
Quince is really old, cut back all the branches to stumps and start again.‟
The August meeting was a workshop, with guidance being available from our more experienced members. It also featured a Bonsai Basics session from Howard W on Bonsai Progression. Ably illustrated by examples, Howard indicated that bonsai are grown
by either trimming a growing tree back continuously or by growing to a large trunk thickness first, and then by repeatedly trunk
chopping to generate movement and taper. He also covered the technique of sacrifice branches, which are used to thicken up
the trunk below the location of the branch. He mentioned that Chinese elms and trident maples are easy to grow and good candidates for trunk chopping techniques, whereas pines are a little more difficult and respond better to the sacrifice branch techniques.
Membership Renewals were due on 1st July 2019. If you haven’t yet renewed, please arrange payment as soon as possible. Direct deposit to BSB 633-000, Account No. 134721257), please insert name in reference field, or by cash/cheque to any Committee member.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all
of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a book and are
not able to make the next meeting, you can return the book at a
workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new
tools, wire and other accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the trade table or to any
committee member.
Now managed by Sohrab B!
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Member Profile
Chau Tran and Thuc Cao are two of the newer members of our club, but have a
longer history within the Vietnamese bonsai community.
They live in Noble Park, and describe themselves as retired grandmother and
grandfather respectively.
Thuc became interested in bonsai about 15 years ago after visiting a bonsai nursery, and Chau followed him into the hobby about 5 years later. They mostly
learned their bonsai techniques from books, YouTube and friends.
They have a large collection of trees, and their bonsai hope for the future is to
continue to enjoy their trees. Their other interests include growing their own fruit,
vegetables and flowers.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. I have heard conflicting advice on when is the best time to repot cedars. What is
your opinion?
A. Ah, like much in the world of bonsai, there are many differing opinions which leads
to often conflicting advice! There are probably no absolutely right or wrong answers,
and much depends on your experience level and the degree of after-care you can give
them.
Some people recommend repotting cedars in early spring when the new shoots are
beginning to move - a similar philosophy to that adopted for deciduous trees. So,
there appears to be some justification for this, as the trees are becoming active, the
roots are growing, and recovery from root “surgery” can be swift and sure.
Others are equally adamant that cedars should be repotted in the height of summer,
with the justification that this is the peak of their growing season and recovery from
root pruning is even swifter and more certain.
My own feeling is that with so many deciduous trees to repot in early spring, I would prefer to delay taking on more work at this
time and would leave trees that can tolerate it to repotting later in the year. This includes Australian native trees and ficus, which
much prefer warmer weather for root work. Cedars also fall into this category - I have been repotting my cedars in January and
February for many years, and found that they do not miss a beat - just keep them protected from full sun for a few weeks while
they re-establish themselves.

Annual General Meeting
The September meeting on 10th September is our Annual General Meeting where the old Committee will stand down and new
Committee elected. Some old Committee members are standing down due to pressure of other commitments, but we have had a
few new people step forward to fill the breach. However, more volunteers are always needed so if you can help out by committing
a little time to the running of the club, please consider nominating for the Committee - see Lindsay info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au
for a nomination form. All nomination forms must be received prior to the start of the AGM.
The September meeting will also include an update and review of giveaway trees from previous AGM‟s, so bring them along so
we can all share in their progress, and learn from each other what has worked and even what has not, which is just as valuable.
Previous giveaway trees, counting back from last year, were Callistemon viminalis, Leptospermuum laevigatum, Allocasuarina
littoralis, Ficus species, and Crepe myrtle. There will also be a new giveaway tree for all attendees at this year‟s AGM!

Social Lunch Gathering
David R has once again invited club members to a barbecue lunch at his place in Warrandyte on Sunday 13th October starting at
12 noon. See separate email to all members for details, and RSVP to Geoff, Lindsay or David. A great opportunity to get to know
fellow members, and view David‟s impressive themed garden and bonsai collection.

50/50 mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 2-5mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also
available are DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00
and ORCHIATA PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 69mm) @ $30.00 and MAN MADE PUMICE 25kg
bags @ $35. ORCHID POTS are available in a
range of sizes. To order call Julie 0419 870 240 or
email julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2019 YVBS Sale Day
A reminder that the YVBS 2019 Sale Day will be held on Saturday 30th November at
the new venue of Chirnside Park Community Hub from 10:00am to 1:00pm. We expect
that we will have our usual extensive range of bonsai starters, bonsai stock, pots and
supplies available from a range of sellers, both from within the club and without.
Put it in your diary now, and if you would like to book a table to sell your own wares,
contact Marlene at mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au or any committee member, as soon as
possible. Tables are assigned on a first come, first served basis!

YVBS Nursery Crawl
Our second Nursery Crawl of the year - “South Eastern Exposure” - will be held on Saturday 7th September, and will feature visits
to Hachinoki Pottery, Dinsan Wholesale Nursery, Bonsai Art Nursery, and Collectors Corner at Gardenworld. This is always a
great opportunity to pick up trees and supplies at great prices, and taking advantage of expert advice from our more experienced
members.
Approximate visit times will be 10:00am at Hachinoki Pottery, 11:00am at Dinsan, 1:00pm at Bonsai Art, and 3:00pm at Collectors
Corner, and attendees are welcome to come to all or to selected businesses if you are time-limited.
Please register with Marlene mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au if you are planning on attending, so that we will look for you. Note that
we must all visit Dinsan together to take advantage of the Club trade and membership card at this wholesale-only nursery.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To David R for donating the promotional banners for our November Sale Day.



To Tracey F for her ongoing support of our raffle fund raisers through donation of her hand-made pots.



To Michael Simonetto for his ongoing support of our club and in particular for his valued demonstration on Flowering Quinces
at our July meeting.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
There is always something interesting to see and do at the regular
Last Saturday of the Month Workshop. All members and guests are
encouraged to drop in with or without their trees, to do some work on
their “babies”, to watch other members and learn from their activities,
or just to have a chat.
Many current members had their first introduction to our club through
dropping in at a Saturday workshop. Encourage your relatives,
friends, colleagues or associates who have shown any interest in the
art or in gardening activities in general to come along and check us
out. 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
There is always plenty of helpful and practical advice on hand for
those who need it.
With the extra space at our new Chirnside Park Hub, there is plenty
of room to accommodate everybody in comfort.

Above - Members at work at the July Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Serissa Foetida - Tree of a Thousand Stars
General information: Many varieties, most common used are Chinese Snow Rose, Cherry
Blossom, Kyoto and Thousand Stars. They have been given an unjustified bad reputation,
mainly because they were grown under the wrong conditions. They have small leaves, textured bark, they flower, are easily trained, and ramify quickly. They sound like the perfect tree
to me. My favorites are Thousand Stars for larger trees and Kyoto for great little mame or
shohin.
But considering that most people buy Serissa on impulse because the plant is so spectacular
at the store, the bad news is ... the plant will generally drop its flowers within a day or two.
Don‟t panic (and many Serissas are inadvertently killed by panicking beginners who respond
by drastically over/under watering the plant) the plant will soon re-grow its leaves. You soon
will discover that the Serissa drops its leaves if it has too much water, too little water, if it's too hot or too cold. Also if
it's moved, or there is a shift in lighting or temperature.
Lighting: A Serissa likes as much sun as you can give it without stressing it. In summer morning sun and then high filtered light from noon on. Thousand Star, when you
want it to develop - grow in full sun. In winter, full sun. Too little light will result in leggy
growth.
Temperature: More important than the actual temperature seems to be that the plant
dislikes a sudden change in lighting (many die from lack of light when brought indoors). Protect from heavy frost to prevent tip burn. Fastest growth in spring, autumn,
and first half of winter, slowest mid-summer.
Watering: This is one of the keys in growing a Serissa, they strongly dislike continually wet roots, it will cause the
leaves to turn yellow and fall off. With our heavy rains that is sometimes hard to avoid. In the summer - water every
morning and have the trees go into night somewhat on the dry side. Letting them dry down between waterings is important. If they suffer heat stress with this schedule, then also water the “soil only” in the heat of the day. They actively grow in the winter here so water accordingly. Placing the Serissa on a moisture tray is another option.
Feeding: Every 10-14 days during growth, every 4-6 weeks in winter, using liquid bonsai food or half-strength plant
food. Likes slightly acid soil conditions. Epsom Salt in 4 tbls per 9 ltrs of water will help the plant more readily absorb
nutrients.
Pruning and wiring: When in bloom, remove fading flowers to encourage further flower production. Prune as
needed; the Serissa is a fast grower and may need radical or repeated pruning to maintain its shape. Will bud
back on old wood; in fact, some books recommend occasionally pruning back beyond old growth to help the plant
maintain its shape. Wire during the growing period. Serissa will grow air roots and is often used in exposed root
or root over rock styles. Eliminate unwanted suckers extending from the base. Suitable for all styles except formal upright and broom. Suitable for extra small to medium sizes.
Propagation: Cuttings root quite easily, put cuttings in a
glass of water from early summer or straight in to propagation mix.
Repotting: Every 1-2 years in spring. The newly pruned
roots will emit a wretched odor! Prune roots moderately.
They prefer fast draining soil
Pests and diseases: Red spider mite, scale, wooly
aphids, mildew. Pests are usually not as much of a problem as a sudden change in conditions such as light, temperature, etc.
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on the Display Table at the July and
August meetings. A number of flowering quince in July,
coincident with the presentation by Michael Simonetto.

Please note - All members are encouraged to bring
along a tree for the display table each meeting. They
do not need to be finished or perfect, but can be works
in progress. They will still be of interest to all members
and can be a valuable learning exercise. Constructive
comments are welcome, negative comments are
strictly forbidden!

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: September - October
Following are the main tasks to focus on during this time of year.
Repotting/Root pruning

 When repotting, look for ways to improve the overall appearance of your bonsai. For example, changing the position of the
tree by turning, lifting or leaning the tree. Also consider alternative pot choices.

 Watch for the buds to swell on deciduous trees. Repot before buds break into leaf.
 Begin your repotting with deciduous varieties such as, maples, oaks, elms ( September) and then continue with varieties
such as, cryptomerias, azaleas, pyracanthas and pines (October).

 After repotting, keep your trees in a protected area away from extreme weather (hot or cold)
Wiring
 Wire all trees before repotting. This will minimize any movement to the tree after being repotted.
 Deciduous trees should be wired before breaking into leaf. Be careful not to damage the delicate buds while wiring
branches.

 Watch carefully for wire damage at this time of year as most trees are growing at a rapid rate.
Pinching/Pruning

 Begin to pinch back new shoots as soon as they appear.
 Frequent pruning/pinching will improve ramification and help reduce leaf size throughout the growing season.
 Remove dying flowers from the tree as it weakens the plant and encourages pests.
Fertilizing/Watering

 With new growth, the need of water and fertilizer increases. Try to observe your trees individually to establish the amount and
frequency of water is necessary.

 Avoid overwatering. Remember it is a process of wetting and drying.
 Use a slow release fertilizer (Osmocote/Dynamic Lifter) in combination with a liquid fertilizer (Maxicrop, Charlie Carp).
 It is better to fertilize regularly and frequently in small weak doses than give a strong dose now and then.
 With flowering species, fertilizing should commence after flowering.
 Water your trees (with plain water) before using liquid fertilizer.

Julie 0419 870 240 or
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
Pickup from YVBS/BSV/VNBC meetings, or as otherwise arranged. Also
available at the YVBS Sale Day.

Squat orchid pots are ideal for growing-on trees, promoting radial root
growth and a flat root structure. High
quality UV-resistant plastic, re-usable,
will last for years.

Bonsairoots diatomite is a SOIL CONDITIONER, it
Should be used to improve the porosity and drainage of
soil. Can retain 100% of its own weight in water, because of its ability to hold water, Bonsairoots diatomite
creates aeration, provides plant available silica, has a
high surface area in minute pore spaces into which liquids can be absorbed. Available in 35L bags and 20L
buckets: size 2-7mm. $35 / bag.
Bonsairoots orchiata pine bark is a standalone growing substrate that can be used directly from the bag without sieving. Produced from 100% pure New Zealand
pinus radiate bark, it is a unique, stable substrate for
potting and re potting bonsai. Available in 40L bags and
20L buckets: sizes 3-6mm and 6-9mm. $30 / bag.
Bonsairoots premium 50/50 mix consists on 50% Bonsairoots diatomite and 50% Bonsairoots orchiata pine
bark. This mix is extremely successful in the development of masses of fine roots on bonsai plants. It is very
open and water drains quickly, helping to avoid root rot.
Your bonsai in pots and growing pots will love it! Suitable
for all plant varieties so no need for different mixes.

Bonsairoots MMP (Man Made Pumice) perlite and pumice are closely related, they
share all the key elements in nearly the same
precise percentages and their structure is very
similar. If the perlite ore is not as vigorously
expanded, it will expand to an intermediate
weight material, with a great many of the characteristics of natural pumice. This offers a
media with excellent AFP (air filled porosity) of
around 30% and very regular particle size. It
does not hold as much water as natural pumice, grade for grade, but the particle shape
provides an excellent anchor for plant roots,
particularly bonsai in shallow trays. It is an
exceptionally good media with a WHC (water
holding content) of approx. 33% which provides exceptional drainage. It has a very low
hydraulic resistance and continues to supply
adequate water even when substantially dried
down. Available in 25kg bags and 20L buckets: size 2-5mm, $35 / bag.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
September & October 2019

Nursery Trip “SOUTHEASTERN EXPOSURE” on Saturday 7th September, covering the Din San
Wholesale Nursery, Bonsai Art Nursery and Collectors Corner! We„ve been again invited to visit
Hachinoki Bonsai Pottery with an opportunity to purchase some pots. Refer separate email.
Our monthly meeting on Tuesday10th September will start with our Annual General Meeting, and
then follow on with a review of Members „Project Trees‟ being the free Club giveaways from previous years‟ AGMs. There will also be a new tree giveaway this year! Display Table - Japanese
Maples various styles and Members‟ Choice.
The monthly workshop will be on Saturday 28th September at Chirnside Park Community Hub,
1:00pm to 4:00pm.
Our monthly meeting on 8th October will be a demonstration on Air Layering Techniques, by our
own members Steve M, Patrick I, and Lindsay H. Come along and learn the variations in technique used in creating two trees out of one! Display Table - Accent plants and Members‟ Choice.
Fellowship Lunch at David‟s Place. Sunday 13th October, 12 noon. A great social occasion with the opportunity to view
David‟s bonsai collection and themed garden. BYO meat for barbecue and drinks.
The monthly workshop will be on Saturday 26th October at Chirnside Park Community Hub, 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
Satsuki Azalea Bonsai Interest Group Victoria Meeting on Saturday 14th September, 1:30PM 4:30PM, at Bonsai Art‖ Nursery, 236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton.
Northern Suburb Bonsai Group Annual Bonsai Show, Saturday 21st September 9:00AM - 5:00PM
and Sunday 22nd September 9:00AM - 4:00PM at Bundoora Hall, 20 Noorong Ave, Bundoora.
Entry: Gold Coin Donation!
Yea Rotary Club are staging a Garden Expo on Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September from
9:00am to 3:00pm, entry $7 adults. Yea Saleyards. Refer YVBS Forum General Board for details.
Bonsai Society of Victoria Exhibition, Saturday 12th October 9:00AM - 5:00PM and Sunday 13th
October 9:00AM - 4:00PM, at Box Hill Town Hall, Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill. Entry $5.00.
Warragul Bonsai Club Show, Saturday 19th October and Sunday 20th October, 10:00am to 4:00pm, at Community College Gippsland, 71 Korumburra-Warragul Rd, Warragul. Entry $5, Seniors $3, Children free.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

