
 

 

The Committee has held an on-line Zoom meeting recently, and based on the success of this 

meeting and the experience gained on using Zoom technologies, 

it has been decided to stage an on-line Zoom meeting for mem-

bers to be held on Saturday 5th September at 2:00pm.  The sub-

ject will be Grafting by Nick R, which was previously planned for 

the August meeting which had to be cancelled.  Members will 

also have the opportunities for asking questions regarding their 

own collections if desired. 

Watch for the separate email communication from President 

Geoff for further details. 

 The Yarra Valley Bonsai  

                  Society Newsletter 

Once again, our hopes of resuming activities have been dashed by the restrictions imposed by the 

State Government, and so far there is no end in sight.  With the Stage 4 lockdowns extending until 

at least mid September, it seems as if October would be the earliest that we could meet again.  

Consequently, your Committee has decided to delay our Annual General Meeting, normally held in 

September, until November this year, which is about the latest that we can hold it under our Con-

stitution and the regulations imposed on incorporated associations by Consumer Affairs Victoria.  

If lockdowns are still in place in November, then we will need to consider an on-line meeting using 

Zoom or similar, instead. 

In the meantime, your Committee is also planning on using on-line sessions for demonstrations 

and workshops, see below for information on the first session.  If this proves successful, then addi-

tional online meetings will follow. 

Members are reminded that our display table participation contest is still in effect, and photos of 

trees sent to President Geoff will be included in the newsletter and will be automatically included 

for credit in the contest.  Categories for September and October are Accent Plants and Suiseki, 

Root Over Rock and Penjing, or Member’s Choice - which means anything from your collection 

which is looking good at the time of photographing.  No excuses for not participating!  Simply pho-

tograph your tree from just above pot level, with a plain neutral background.  Send to  -

gpettman8@gmail.com. 
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Calendar Dates: 

¶ 5th September (Saturday) YVBS On-Line 

Zoom Meeting.  2:00pm.  

¶ Other on-line meetings to be advised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See also the Events Calendar on our 
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au 

www.bonsaisensation.com.au  

Proud sponsor of the Yarra 

Valley Bonsai Society 

 Proud to sponsor the Yarra 

Valley Bonsai Society 

www.facebook.com/BonsaiRoots2015  

Inside this issue: 

Grow a lot; kill a lot; learn a lot.  

John Naka 

Quotable Quotes 

The YVBS meets on the 

second Tuesday of each 

month at Chirnside Park 

Community Hub 

33 Kimberley Drive 

Chirnside Park 

Meetings begin at 7:30pm .   

Saturday Workshops are    

1-4:00pm on the Last Satur-

day of the month, at the same 

venue as monthlies!   

37  F3 

PO Box 345 Mount Evelyn, VIC 

3796  Australia  
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Sec: Lindsay H 0403 800 671 

Treas: Richard J 0410 512 969 

Marktg: David R 0402 032 001 

On-line Zoom Meeting/Demonstration 

Nominations for 2021 
Committee 
Nominations for the 2020/21 Committee are now being sought, 

for election at the November Annual General Meeting.  At least 

one of the existing Committee will not be standing for re-

election, so all members are urged to consider getting involved 

with the running of YOUR club.  Contact Secretary Lindsay H on 

info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au or 0403 800 671 if you are inter-

ested or would like to discuss further, or to obtain a nomination 

form. 

http://www.facebook.com/BonsaiRoots2015
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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I have been interested in bonsai for several years and was initially 

encouraged to learn about the art when Amanda H showed me the 

trees she has and talked about her bonsai club. I began looking for a 

club in Launceston and joined what is now the Launceston Bonsai 

Society. At the same time, I enrolled in a day course with the Tasma-

nian Bonsai School, run by Shane Boyce who is a bonsai tutor and 

teaches at other Australian clubs and travels annually to learn more 

from masters in China and other places.  

I started with a small tree and the information gleaned from the day-

long course building skills learned from members of the club and other 

workshops. Since then I've spent many hours creating trees and work-

ing on them to refine and improve them. It was especially helpful when 

my mother was diagnosed with dementia and after the daily visit to the 

home where she was living, I would often stop at a nursery and buy 

yet another stunted plant, and go home for a couple of hours of mental 

'rest and recuperation', sitting in the garden and creating another bon-

sai.  

Since then, I've refined what I like in a bonsai and reduced the trees I 

have to work on to those that now interest me. I had over 70 bonsai 

after the year that Mum was in the home, and now, three years later 

have less than a third of that number.  Those which I do have, have 

more potential though and I enjoy working on them. Bonsai was a life-

saver for me and gave me the peace of mind to continue to support my 

mother and also stay sane.  

The snow that occurred in Launceston on Wednesday 5th August 

came as a huge shock. We had expected a very cold night and frosts 

but I didn't for one minute think it would snow! Waking up to over three 

inches of snow, was totally unexpected and to see my precious garden 

squashed by heavy snow was quite worrying. When I carefully trod across 

the garden to the benches where my bonsai are, I was horrified! They 

were buried under inches of snow and I felt that they were surely doomed. Going to work I was sure I'd come home to trees that 

had perished.  

Somehow though, after the snow had thawed 

later that day, they all appear to be still surviv-

ing and in fact, didn't look any the worse for 

wear! Obviously they come from trees that are 

used to cold spells and even the extremes of 

snow. Even the Chinese elm and Trident and 

Japanese maples, seem to still be continuing 

to form buds. All being well, Wednesday's 

snow, will become a distant memory and 

something to tell grandchildren about- not the 

'day the bonsai died!' story that I had been 

expecting.  

Above - The trees under their snowy blanket. 

A Snowy Bonsai Story 

Right - The trees under more benign 

conditions. 

Trade Table Cheque-out!  
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other 

accessories.  A selection of pots are also in stock. Donõt forget the 

clubõs tool sharpening kit, avail-

able for use at meetings.  Any-

thing else you would like to see 

stocked?  Just advise at the 

trade table or to any committee 

member. 

A story shared by Stephanie P, a friend of YVBS member Amanda H. 

Library Check-out!  
YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and maga-

zines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing with-

out charge.  Remember, the checkout period for books and other 

library material is one month.  If you check out a 

book and are not able to make the next meeting, 

you can return the book at a workshop or even 

post it to the club PO Box.  Now under the man-

agement of new Librarian Fiona M! 
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Member Profile 
Trish G is retired and lives in Warranwood.  She has a large block and has established a 
bush garden, largely through trial and error, in the 40 years she has been living there.  She 
also has a number of exotic species planted as well. 

Trish was given a shimpaku juniper bonsai many years ago which initiated her interest in the 
hobby, and she has managed to keep it alive to this date.  Her bonsai knowledge has been 
gained from reading, YouTube, and club activities. 

Trish’s bonsai collection is small but growing, and includes a Chinese elm forest, maple and 
fig plus others under development.  She is keen to try her luck with a conifer in the near fu-
ture. 

Trish’s other interests include pottery, reading, walking, gardening, baking and cooking. She 

also enjoys travelling and camping in the outback when she has time to spare, and a bit of 

Philosophical study on the side. 

World Bonsai Convention 2021 

 

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or 

with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50 

mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 2-

7mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are 

DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA 

PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00. 

ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To 

order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email 

julie@bonsairoots.com.au 

The World Bonsai Convention 2021 in Perth is now open for early bird 

registration, through the convention website: 

https://www.worldbonsaiconvention2021.com/  

Featured bonsai artists on stage include Hugo Zamora from Mexico, 

Kim Seok Ju from Korea, Ravindran Damovar from India, Zhang Zhi-

gang from China, Shinju Suzuki from Japan, Marc Noelanders from 

Belgium, Michael Hagedorn from USA, Jonathan Cain from South 

Africa, Seiji Morimae from Japan, along with our local artists Tony 

Bebb from Queensland and Joe Morgan-Paylor from Victoria. 

Early Bird Full Registration fee for the three day convention including 

the welcome reception, lunch, morning and afternoon teas, and Con-

vention Kit is $450 and available up until 31st January 2021.  Full Reg-

istration after this date is $490.  Alternatively, single Day Registration 

is $180. 

The Convention is being staged at the Crown Perth in Burswood.  

Accommodation is available on site, ranging from $260 to $390 per 

night depending on chosen room and breakfast options. 

This event provides an ideal opportunity for all Australian bonsai en-

thusiasts to attend a World Convention without the expense of international travel, and also to support and showcase our Austra-

lian capabilities. 

2021 YVBS Calendar 
While we are planning on producing a YVBS calendar once again for 2021, as we have not had many opportunities to gather 

photographs of our members’ trees this year, we will be dependent on photographs submitted from members, or surplus photo-

graphs from previous years.  All members are requested to send in high-resolution photographs of suitable trees, shot against a 

plain, neutral background, at pot-level or just above, for consideration for inclusion in the calendar.  Send photos to 

info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au, or advise on the same email address of alternative storage locations, e.g. Google Drive, Dropbox, 

Instagram, etc. 

mailto:julie@bonsairoots.com.au
https://www.worldbonsaiconvention2021.com/
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Bjorn Bjorholm, the noted USA Bonsai Professional who has visited 

Australia on a number of occasions, has a very good collection of You-

Tube videos on various aspects of bonsai culture and styling.  One of 

the videos I viewed recently was on creating clump-style bonsai. 

Having a number of Japanese maple seedlings which were surplus to 

requirements, I decided to give Bjorn’s method a go, and initiated two 

clump-style attempts, one containing 9 trees and the other 7 trees.   

The seedlings were bare rooted and tied together at the base.  Accord-

ing to Bjorn, the tie can be a cable-tie, or more preferably, a length of 

wire enclosed in plastic tubing, which was the method I used.  The re-

sultant clump was then potted up and buried to a depth which just cov-

ered the tie.  The trees will be left to grow unchecked for the coming 

growing season, and then trimmed back next winter when some wire 

will be applied to each surviving trunk to introduce some shape. 

The various trunks should fuse together in one to two years, after which the 

tie can be removed.  It will take significantly longer to make a good looking 

tree, however starting with multiple individual trunks should reduce the 

overall time to create a reasonable overall trunk caliper. 

Bjorn shows a clump-style maple in his video which 

he started 20 years ago using this method, and it 

looks incredible.  I will be more than satisfied with 

something more modest in 5-7 years! 

To view the referenced video, search for Bjorn Bjor-

holm or Eisei-en in YouTube, and then look under 

BonsaiU. 

Creating Clump-Style Maples - An Experiment 

Top right - The air layer on the par-

ent tree (in the butter container) 

Far bottom right - showing the new 

roots formed on the air layer 

Near bottom right - the layer planted 

in its new home 

Air Layer Propagation 
Vice-President Steve M has reported on an air layer that he has recently 

separated from the parent tree.  The tree is an Agonis (an Australian native 

tree in the Myrtaceae family).  When separated, new roots were apparent, 

although perhaps not quite as many as Steve would have hoped for.  The 

separated air layer was then planted in a 300mm orchid pot where it will be 

left for at least one growing season to establish itself and develop further 

roots.  Steve is very hopeful that the tree will survive and thrive, and will 

eventually turn into an attractive 

bonsai. 

By Lindsay H 
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Tree Profile:  Pieris Japonica - Japanese Andromeda 
General: According to Wikipedia the Pieris is a genus of seven species 

of shrubs in the family Ericaceae, native to mountain regions of eastern and 

southern Asia, eastern North America and Cuba. Known commonly in North 

America as andromedas or fetterbushes, and in Australia often known as Lily 

of the Valley and sometimes Japanese Pearl Flower, they are broad-

leaved evergreen shrubs growing to 6 m tall and 3m wide. The lanceolate-

ovate leaves are spirally arranged, often appearing to be in whorls at the end 

of each shoot with bare stretches of shoot below. The young leaves in spring 

are typically brightly coloured. The fragrant flowers are bell-shaped, white or 

pink, arranged in racemes 5-12 cm long. The fruit is a woody capsule which 

splits into five sections to release the numerous small seeds.  Japonica is 

probably the most commonly used for bonsai. CAUTION the leaves are 

poisonous! 

Lighting & Temperature: Full sun, but semi-shade in midsummer. Frost 

hardy to -5°C. 

Watering: Moderate - keep moist, but over-watering can cause root rot. Avoid 

water with high lime content. Reduce watering in winter.   

Feeding:  Use low nitrogen fertilisers like for azaleas and rhododendrons, an 

occasional dose of Miracid helps to keep the soil acidic. 

Repotting: Repotting in spring, before bud burst, every 2-3 years for young 

plants and every 4-5 years for older ones in free draining acidic soil (like 

Azaleas).  

Propagation: Air-layering, greenwood tip cuttings in spring or from semi-

hardwood cuttings in summer. Cuttings are slow to take root!     

Pruning: Trim back new shoots during growth. Can be used for most styles 

and sizes. Has a long flowering period, and can be pruned while still in bloom. 

Remove flowers as they fade. Hard pruning can be carried out after flowering 

Wiring: Generally not necessary. Use branch pruning to shape! If wired, 

protect bark as it is delicate and prone to scaring. 

Pests and diseases: It is generally a very hardy plant but is susceptible to 

Lace Bugs. Leaf spot, Chlorosis - yellowing of leaves due to iron deficiency 

and Phytophthora root rot can be a problem.   

Styles: Formal & Informal Upright, Semi Cascade, Windswept and 

Root-over-Rock 

Some species variations suitable for bonsai:  

Pieris japonica (also called andromeda japonica): Japanese 

andromeda - has drooping clusters of flowers up to 10 cm long.  

Pieris japonica óChristmas Cheerô; Japanese andromeda. 

Pieris japonica óCompactaô: Dwarf andromeda, dwarf lily-of-the-

valley bush. 

Pieris japonica óVarigataô: Variegated dark green leaves with white 

edges.  

Pieris formosa: Chinese andromeda - possibly the most attractive 

andromeda, with showy white flowers and fiery red new shoots.    

Pieris floribunda: American mountain andromeda, mountain pieris, 

mountain fetterbush - highly toxic! 

Photo Courtesy of ChineseBonsaiGarden.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ericaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raceme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capsule_(fruit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
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On The Display Table 

Recent photographs of some memberôsô trees - a ñvirtualò Display Table! 

All members are encouraged to forward pictures of their trees for inclusion in the Display Table - and for consideration in the an-

nual Rudi J Award contest.  Email to info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au. 

Japanese Maple Pieris Japonica NZ Christmas Tree 

Corky-Bark Chinese Elm Pyracantha (Firethorn) 

Crab Apple 

Flowering Plum 
Penjing 

Tristianiopsis Laurina (Water Gum) 
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Bonsai Calendar: September - October 
Following are the main tasks to focus on during this time of year. 

Repotting/Root pruning  

¶ When repotting, look for ways to improve the overall appearance of your bonsai.  For example, changing the position of the 

tree by turning, lifting or leaning the tree.  Also consider alternative pot choices. 

¶ Watch for the buds to swell on deciduous trees. Repot before buds break into leaf. 

¶ Begin your repotting with deciduous varieties such as, maples, oaks, elms ( September) and then continue with varieties 

such as, cryptomerias, azaleas, pyracanthas and pines (October). 

¶ After repotting, keep your trees in a protected area away from extreme weather (hot or cold) 

Wiring 

¶ Wire all trees before repotting, rather than after repotting. This will minimize any movement to the tree after being repotted. 

¶ Deciduous trees should be wired before breaking into leaf. Be careful not to damage the delicate buds while wiring 

branches. 

¶ Watch carefully for wire damage at this time of year as most trees are growing at a rapid rate. 

Pinching/Pruning 

¶ Begin to pinch back new shoots as soon as they appear. 

¶ Frequent pruning/pinching will improve ramification and help reduce leaf size throughout the growing season. 

¶ Remove dying flowers from the tree as it weakens the plant and encourages pests. 

Fertilizing/Watering 

¶ With new growth, the need of water and fertilizer increases. Try to observe your trees individually to establish the amount and 

frequency of water is necessary. 

¶ Avoid overwatering. Remember it is a process of wetting and drying. 

¶ Use a slow release fertilizer (Osmocote/Dynamic Lifter) in combination with a liquid fertilizer (Maxicrop, Charlie Carp). 

¶ It is better to fertilize regularly and frequently in small weak doses than give a strong dose now and then. 

¶ With flowering species, fertilizing should commence after flowering. 

¶ Water your trees (with plain water) before using liquid fertilizer. 

 

Julie 0419 870 240 or 

julie@bonsairoots.com.au 

Squat orchid pots are ideal for grow-

ing-on trees, promoting radial root 

growth and a flat root structure.  High 

quality UV-resistant plastic, re-usable, 

will last for years. 

Pickup from YVBS/BSV/VNBC meet-

ings, or as otherwise arranged.  Also 

available at the YVBS Sale Day. 

Bonsairoots diatomite is a SOIL CONDITIONER, it 

Should be used to improve the porosity and drainage of 

soil.  Can retain 100% of its own weight in water, be-

cause of its ability to hold water, Bonsairoots diatomite 

creates aeration, provides plant available silica, has a 

high surface area in minute pore spaces into which liq-

uids can be absorbed. Available in 35L bags and 20L 

buckets: size 2-7mm.  $35 / bag. 

Bonsairoots orchiata pine bark is a standalone grow-

ing substrate that can be used directly from the bag with-

out sieving. Produced from 100% pure New Zealand 

pinus radiate bark, it is a unique, stable substrate for 

potting and re potting bonsai. Available in 40L bags and 

20L buckets: sizes 3-6mm and 6-9mm.  $30 / bag. 
Bonsairoots premium 50/50 mix consists on 50% Bon-

sairoots diatomite and 50% Bonsairoots orchiata pine 

bark. This mix is extremely successful in the develop-

ment of masses of fine roots on bonsai plants. It is very 

open and water drains quickly, helping to avoid root rot. 

Your bonsai in pots and growing pots will love it! Suitable 

for all plant varieties so no need for different mixes.     

$30 / bucket 

Bonsairoots MMP (Man Made Pumice) -  

perlite and pumice are closely related, they 

share all the key elements in nearly the same 

precise percentages and their structure is very 

similar.  If the perlite ore is not as vigorously 

expanded, it will expand to an intermediate 

weight material, with a great many of the char-

acteristics of natural pumice.  This offers a 

media with excellent AFP (air filled porosity) of 

around 30% and very regular particle size.  It 

does not hold as much water as natural pum-

ice, grade for grade, but the particle shape 

provides an excellent anchor for plant roots, 

particularly bonsai in shallow trays.  It is an 

exceptionally good media with a WHC (water 

holding content) of approx. 33% which pro-

vides exceptional drainage. It has a very low 

hydraulic resistance and continues to supply 

adequate water even when substantially dried 

down.  Available in 25kg bags and 20L buck-

ets: size 2-5mm,   $35 / bag. 



 

 

Advertisers & Sponsors:  
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capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.   

For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au 

Yarra Valley Bonsai Society  

PO Box 345 

Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796  

Australia                                     
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An on-line Zoom meeting will be held on Saturday 5th September at 2:00pm, featuring a demon-

stration by our own Nick R on Grafting Techniques.  Watch out for a separate communication from 

President Geoff P for details, including instructions for logging on and joining the meeting. 

If the on-line session is successful and popular, then additional on-line sessions will be scheduled 

during the Covid-19 lockdown period. 

Looking Ahead to  

September & October 2020 

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the ñfar eastò of Melbourne 

Volume 5 No 55 

July & August 
2020  
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Other Events 
No other events are scheduled at this time. 

YVBS FORUM:  For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive.  In addition to the 
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around 
Australia.   These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are 
kept for at least six months.  If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybon-
sai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties.  Just visit our main webpage        

                       http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum. 

Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership 

card.  ñFreebiesò of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.   

The following planned events for 2020 have been cancelled due to Covid-19 restric-

tions: 

¶ The Nursery Crawl, previously scheduled for Saturday 5th September 

¶ The YVBS Sale Day, previously scheduled for Sunday 21st November.  (While 

hopefully restrictions will be eased somewhat by then, we will not have sufficient 

time to properly organize marketing and promotion for the Sale Day). 

The National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of Australia (NBPCA), located at the Na-

tional Arboretum Canberra invites the Australian bonsai community to apply for their 

Artist in Residence program.  

This Artist in Residence program is an annual program, with a position available in 

spring and autumn of each year. Entries are only open until December for both the 

autumn and spring 2021 programs.  

For more information or to submit your Expression of Interest, click the link below:  

https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/_data/assets/pdf_file/0015/1606110/Artist-

in-Residence-EOI-Form.pdf  

http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/1606110/Artist-in-Residence-EOI-Form.pdf
https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/1606110/Artist-in-Residence-EOI-Form.pdf

