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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Morrisons
(Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Informal „Review & Overview‟
sessions begin at 7:00pm with
a call to order at 7:30.

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are
2:00-4:30pm on the LAST
Saturday of the month, at the
same venue as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

Highlights from March & April 2012
Our March meeting featured a combined review/overview session and practical demonstration by Mike and Jeff on "Front of Tree" and "Branch Selection", very important basic
skills when designing what will become a future bonsai masterpiece! Lively interaction
occurred with the attending members, who in the end were somewhat taken aback when
Jeff decided that he didn't like his carefully selected maple branches, and then proceeded to cut them all off!
The April meeting saw the return of the popular ―Iron Chefs of Bonsai‖, where teams of
members challenged ―Iron Chefs‖ Craig and Jeff to transform a nursery stock juniper into
a bonsai classic in one hour. Once again a member team triumphed in the final voting
for the winner, but all of the final trees were completed to a high standard and most were
purchased by members to add to their personal collections. All members participating
are to be congratulated on the continuing development of their bonsai skills in designing
and then implementing an initial bonsai design.
Continued Page 2
Top—Jeff and Mike demonstrate the finer points of branch
selection at the March meeting.
Bottom—Member groups hard
at work competing against the
„Iron Chefs‟ of Bonsai at the
April meeting.
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28 April (Saturday) YVBS end of
month workshop. 2:00-4:30pm Morrisons.
5 May (Saturday) First YVBS Nursery
Crawl.
6May (Sunday) Imagination Tree
Novice Course 1:00pm
8 May (Tuesday) YVBS Novice Course
commences. 7:00pm Morrisons.
15 May (Tuesday) (Changed Date)
YVBS Monthly Meeting. 7:00pm
Morrisons.
18-22 May (Friday through Tuesday)
25th National Bonsai Convention in
Melbourne.
26 May (Saturday) YVBS end of
month workshop. 2:00-4:30pm Morrisons.
2 June (Saturday) Second YVBS
Nursery Crawl
12 June (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting and AGM. 7:00pm Morrisons.

30 June (Saturday) YVBS end of
month Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.
See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Continued from Page 1

The “Iron Chef of Bonsai” night: Left—All hands on! Right—The finished products—Jarrod explains his group‟s design.

Special Visitor at May Club Meeting
The May club meeting has been put back one week from our normal timing, and will occur on
Tuesday 15th May. This has been done to take advantage of a visit to Melbourne by Grant
Bowie, Interim Curator of the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection in Canberra, and an
AABC Visiting Tutor. He will give a talk on the National Collection and an update on progress
on construction of its new home.
As the night is a planned workshop session, Grant will also be available to offer advice and
assistance on members’ trees. If you can’t see the tree within, or are unsure about how to
produce that masterpiece—or just want a second opinion, bring your trees along to the meeting.
Apologies to club members who are also members of the Waverley Bonsai Group who hold their meetings on this
day, the third Tuesday of the month, but this is a once-off opportunity which is too good to miss.

YVBS In The Community
Club Member Victor Byrdy will present a talk on bonsai to the Montrose Gardeners at
the Bridge Community Centre in Montrose on Tuesday 22nd May. Victor has developed a generic presentation which he adjusts to each audience that he faces—
invariably starting with the same two lines—‖Hands up those who have owned a bonsai‖ and ―Hands up those whose bonsai is still alive‖. He says that there is always a
big difference in the show of hands for each question!
We are confident that Victor can inspire the Montrose Gardeners to consider having a
go at the art of bonsai, and hopefully induce new members into our club.
Victor’s presentation is at 1:00pm on Tuesday 22nd May at The Bridge Community
Garden Centre, 49 Durham Road, Kilsyth. Bookings are essential and can be made
by telephone 9728 4224 or 9725 1932, or online at www.yourlibrary.com.au.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In
addition to the announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled ―Newsletters
from Other Clubs‖ and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as ―Bonsai Magazine‖ and the ―Satsuki Society Newsletter‖ which are archived in the library folder available only to members. If you
visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club gmail so that he may add you as a club member
user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
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Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Mr Miyagi, I’d like to buy a starter tree at our upcoming buying trip,
what should I look for?
A. In general there are 5 things you need to look for when evaluating nursery stock.
1. Look at the roots and check to make sure they give the appearance of a
strong foundation.
2. Examine the trunk at its base, the trunk should have a nice flair and be
thickest at the base tapering upwards and gently to a thin apex (avoid reverse taper).
3. Unless you are looking for a formal upright tree, find a trunk with curves
in interesting or unusual ways, something that has a sense of movement.
4. Look at the branching pattern, while most nursery stock will not be trained as bonsai, you should be looking for
good thick lower branching and thinner higher ones. It is important that the trunk has low branches, or is capable
of back budding to create new ones.
5. Look to see if the tree itself is healthy. Where possible pull it out of its container and look to see if there are
white fibrous roots (a sign of good health), check to see if the leaves are full of colour and vibrant. Is there new
growth on the tree? Does it look healthy overall?
I hope this helps you find a potential candidate on your buying trip.
Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Myrtle Rust Fungal Infection
Myrtle rust is a fungal disease which affects members of
the myrtle family, including:
Acmena/Syzygium Lilly pilly
Agonis flexuosa Willow myrtle
Austromyrtus dulcis Midgen berry/midyim
Backhousia citriodora Lemon-sc. Myrtle
Callistemon various cultivars
Chamelaucium uncinatum Geraldton wax
Eucalyptus olida Strawberry gum
Metrosideros various Christmas bush
Myrtus communis Common myrtle

Fungicidal treatment is available to control the disease –
see http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/forestry/pests-diseasesweeds/diseases/myrtle-rust. Any suspected outbreaks in
your trees should be reported to Victorian DPI (1800 084
881 or by emailing plant.protection@dpi.vic.gov.au).

Club Calendar
The club is considering producing a calendar for 2013, to be available to members
and the public for their own use or for gifts to friends and family. The calendar would
feature high quality pictures of bonsai trees which are owned by Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society members. The format would be either a desktop version roughly 210 x 95
mm, or a wall calendar 280 x 216 mm, featuring one tree per month.
High quality photographs are required for the calendar, and members are invited to
submit images for consideration by the committee for inclusion in the calendar. Photos are required which show the varying phases of a tree’s appearance
through the seasons—so now is the time to capture autumn colours.
Remember the principles of good bonsai photography as covered in the
February club meeting. A copy of the notes from this session can be
obtained from the YVBS forum, or by email request to
info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au.
Alternatively, bring your trees along to the Saturday workshops where a
studio will be set up and photographs can be taken.
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The regular column by Craig Wilson of Gentiana Nursery.

MONTHLY MEETING DISPLAY TABLE
One of the great features of a bonsai club meet is the display table. It provides members with the opportunity to show off
their work, seek advice from more experienced members or display trees which reflect the current season. At the last
meeting the display table was nearly empty, I don’t understand this. Its not a show for the public its bringing a tree in to talk
about with friends so the tree doesn’t need to be perfect, it can be in a growing-on container, full of weeds or covered in
sacrifice branches. So please at the next meeting think about grabbing a tree off your benches and bringing it along for other
club members to talk about.
TREES IN AUTUMN
Autumn is the most difficult season to get your watering right, during this season the weather patterns tend to give us long
periods of settled weather with rain periods in between—its not really drying out weather but this can happen. The
deciduous trees are heading into dormancy and therefore not using much water, this is a season when selective watering is
very important. Your native trees should be growing like mad and the conifers are putting on a growth spurt similar to spring,
so don’t blanket water at this time of year and remember its much better for your trees to be slightly on the dry side than too
wet.
AUTUMN ROOT PRUNING
Early to mid autumn provides us with a second opportunity to root prune conifers, as stated earlier they should be putting on
a second growth spurt at this time of year so it is a very safe season for working on the roots of coniferous bonsai.
FEEDING IN AUTUMN
Early to mid autumn should be the heaviest feeding season for northern hemisphere trees. The reason for this is very
simple, these trees are during this season producing buds for the spring growing season. Feeding heavily at this time of year
is another way of increasing branch ramification. Also ensure the branches are receiving plenty of sunshine and that the
needles above and underneath the branches of your pines have been cut or stripped off so the branches get plenty of light
to enhance the production of new buds.
INDUCING AUTUMN COLOUR
I have asked three separate Japanese bonsai masters how to achieve good autumn colour and their responses have all
been the same.

Keep your deciduous trees dry.

www.orientbonsai.com.au

Annual Sale: 20% - 50% off selected pots,
sale ends weekend 2nd, 3rd June.
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Tree Profile: Bougainvillea Glabra (Paper Flower)
General Information: Bougainvillea is a native of South America and
named after a French navigator. It is a member of the Nyctaginaceae
family and is an evergreen vine which is just as happy spreading
horizontally or hanging downwards as it is climbing upwards, it makes
itself at home in almost any situation . Its trunk tends to be gnarled and is
ideal for bonsai.
They flower most heavily in winter and early spring, but some plants put
forth scattered clusters all year. Bougainvilleas are available in a variety
of species and colors of purple, lavender, carmine, red, scarlet, pink,
orange, yellow and white are found. The true flower is white, trumpet
shaped and almost unnoticeable within the bracts. The colorful, papery
"blooms" are not flowers; they are bracts.
Lighting & Temperature: Full sun. They must be frost protected. They
can usually tolerate die back from a freeze, but will withhold blooms for a
while.
Watering: Sparse to light watering except when in flower and good
drainage!
Feeding: Fertilize the Bougainvillea bonsai a lot(!) - every ten to
fourteen days is a real necessity for a healthy plant. Forcing them to
flower is to withhold water to a point of causing severe stress to the
plant. Plants flower best when given high nitrogen fertilizers and short
day lengths (15 hours of darkness within every 24 hour period).
Pruning and wiring: The bougainvillea takes well to pruning and
generally blooms on new growth, each branch, as blooms begin to
fade, should be cut back to a point somewhat shorter than the desired
length. Seal all cuts to prevent rot! If rot is detected on a collected
specimen, cut it out completely.
Propagation: Bougainvillea may be grown from air layers, root cuttings
and branch cuttings. Young shoots, a few inches in length, should be
placed in sandy soil with bottom heat and moisture. Half-ripened or old
wood cuttings in six to twelve inch lengths may be rooted in spring.
Repotting: Repot in spring with Screened Bonsai Soil for better drainage. Do not prune the roots too severely.
Pests and Diseases: Caterpillars, aphids, scale, greenfly and mineral deficiencies (chlorosis). Care must be taken
that fungus does not invade the tree; reduced humidity and a preventive spraying of fungicide will help greatly.
Species used for bonsai:
• Bougainvillea glabra: paper flower - the most common species
used for bonsai. It has shiny green, slightly hairy leaves and
magenta colored bracts.
• Bougainvillea brazilinensis: 'Pink Pixie' bougainvillea.
• Bougainvillea buttiana 'Golden Glow' - Has bright yellow bracts
which fade to apricot.
• Bougainvillea buttiana 'Louis Wathen' - orange bracts.
• Bougainvillea buttiana 'Mrs. Butt': - crimson bracts.
• Bougainvillea buttiana 'Orange King'.
• Bougainvillea glabra 'Magnifica' - rose pink bracts.
• Bougainvillea glabra 'Snow White' - white bracts.
• Bougainvillea peruviana - rosy pink bracts.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
Come down and see our newly acquired stock of JAPANESE pots!
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
Closed Wednesdays and Sundays
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On The Display Table

Top Left: The March display table featuring juniper cascades and
semi-cascades, and member‟s choice.
Bottom Left: The April table featured accent plants, and member;s
choice.
Top Right: A nice composition on rock, complete with accent plants.
Left :Satsuki
Bottom right: Gardenia

136 York Road, Mt Evelyn

Bonsai—The Imagination Tree

Tel: 03 9737 0400
Melway Ref 120 D1
www.sashieda.com.au

Bonsai, starters, potting mix, pots, training courses, bonsai maintenance services. New pots just arrived!
25 % discount applies for any bonsai club members on green stock, soil and tools.
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By Jeff Barry

As Autumn draws to a close, your deciduous trees have completed their growth cycle and are in preparation for dormancy. Evergreen varieties may not stop growing completely but their growth rate will slow
down dramatically. Among many other tasks, winter is a great time to contemplate styling and restyling
your bonsai (especially deciduous trees). Having the ability to see the skeleton of your trees will assist you
in improving the basic branch structure and ramification of your bonsai.
Here are a few things to consider over the winter months.


Remove all fruit and seeds from your trees as it can promote die back and disease.



After all leaves have fallen, clean up all debris around your bonsai area (including the tops of the pots)



Any trees that have been protected from the summer sun can be pushed back into the open. The winter sun will promote bud development and tighten spring growth.



Adjust your watering routine as your trees will be using less water. Rain may be more common. Avoid
over watering at this time of year as trees are extremely susceptible to root rot.



If possible, make a habit of watering at the warmest part of the day. This will give the excess water a
chance to drain before the cold nights.



Keep an eye on pots that get completely covered with moss. This may interrupt the water intake and
increase the chance of root rot.



Wire and bend branches while trees are on the dry side of the watering cycle. This will improve the
flexibility of the branches.

Remember that your trees are maturing as the years go by. This change may inspire variations to your
original design. With any luck, your abilities as a bonsai artist have improved as well; so do not fight the
temptation to look at your trees in a different way. Be bold.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the new bonsai
magazine produced by the Association of
Australian Bonsai Clubs. Copies of all issues are in the library for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the
checkout period for books and other library material is one
month. If you check out a book and are not able to make the
next meeting, you can return the book to Bill at Morrisons during
office hours or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Don’t forget the club’s tool sharpening kit, available
for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see stocked?
Eg special Japanese tools, branchbenders, etc. Just advise at the trade
table or to any committee member.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
The End of Month Workshops are held on the
last Saturday of each month from 2:00 to
4:30pm, and members are encouraged to
come along for a chat and to work on their
trees in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Plenty of advice and help are always available. Normally in the same room as our
monthly meeting, the March workshop was
moved to another room at Morrisons because
of school holiday activity in the main room.
Right—Only a small turnout at the March workshop, but we did get a new member signing up!
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
May & June 2012

Our first two Saturday nursery crawls for 2011 will take place on 5th May and 2nd June. These trips are a
great way to get to know other members and to learn about how to shop for stock - conducive to bonsai
crafting. Bring your partner along for ―Plants for the Garden‖.
On Tuesday 8th May, our Novice Course with Craig Wilson will commence. The course will run for two hours
per evening for five consecutive Tuesdays, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at Morrisons (hopping the May and June
monthly meetings). All dates for the course are listed in the calendar section on our website.
Our monthly meeting on the 15th May (changed date!) - a workshop and critique night, will feature Grant
Bowie, a AABC Visiting Tutor and current Interim Curator at the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of
Australia. He’ll also talk about the Collection and the progress on its new home. A night not to be missed! There will be no overview/review session.
Display Table: Any ―Informal Upright‖ & Members’ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 26th May, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.
The monthly meeting on 12th June will start with the Review/Overview Session on Tips & Hints for ―Winter
Care‖ presented by Jeff Barry, followed by our AGM and a ―Trivia Night‖ with Trevor Jacobson.
Display Table: ―Shohin‖ and Members’ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 30th June, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.

Other Events
Bonsai-The Imagination Tree is starting their Novice Course on Sunday 6 th May, 1:00PM 4:00PM in their Nursery at 136 York Rd, Mt. Evelyn.
Bonsai North West is hosting the 25th NATIONAL BONSAI CONVENTION ―Be Inspired‖
from18th May to 21st May. For more details go to their website www.bonsainorthwest.com.au
The Bonsai Federation of Australia (BFA) is hosting a workshop weekend in Ballarat with
the Japanese Master and International Tutor Hirotoshi Saito, Saturday 30th June - Sunday
1st July. More details will follow in due course.

Accolades, Kudos, and Thanks


To Tim of A to Z for the trees used during the ―Iron Chef of Bonsai‖ night.



To Bill for his fine performance as ―Chairman Kaga‖ at the ― Iron Chefs of Bonsai‖ night.



To our ―Iron Chefs‖ Craig and Jeff—better luck next year guys!
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

