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The Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society Newsletter
Highlights from March & April 2019
The highlight of the March
club meeting was the inaugural use of our new meeting venue at the Chirnside
Park Community Hub. All
attending members agreed
that the facility was excellent and vastly superior to
our previous venue.
Mark L was the presenter at
the meeting with his topic
“Bonsai - Progression from
Novice to Intermediate”.
Mark described his journey
from rank beginner to his current intermediate level, and included
tips for others on how they might avoid some of the pitfalls. This
stimulated much discussion with the audience, who greatly appreciated the insights from a fellow club member.

Above - The March meeting at our
new venue.
Below - One of the competing
member groups at the April Team
Challenge meeting.

Mark indicated that he found the hobby a way to relax from the
stresses of his job and daily life. His primary inspiration is Chinese Penjing landscapes, which can
be seen in the artistic forests and landscapes which he is creating in his own personal collection.
His main advice to other novice members was to buy good bonsai stock earlier in their journey,
and to establish and grow a solid foundation of stock trees for 5 10 years down the track.
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The April club meeting featured our annual Team Challenge,
where teams of generally 4 members under the leadership of a
senior member competed to style their vision of the best bonsai








4th & 5th May (Saturday & Sunday) BSV
Bonsai Display at Rippon Lea. Elsternwick.
7th May (Tuesday) YVBS Novice Course
commences for registered attendees. 79pm. Chirnside Hub.
14th May (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
18th & 19th May (Saturday & Sunday)
AABC National Convention. Coburg.
25th May (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
1st June (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group meeting. 1:30pm. Bonsai Art
Nursery.
11th June (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
259h June (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from March & April - Cont. From Page 1
that they could create within the available time limit, of about 75
minutes. The stock trees this year were good quality Atlas Cedar started plants, courtesy of Bonsai Sensation.
All five teams elected to proceed to produce a form of informal
upright, and all produced very creditable results within the very
limited time available. Congratulations to Mark L’s team on being voted the winner!
Four of the completed trees were purchased by a team member
on the night, and the fifth tree has a promissory note on it!
Team leaders Steve M, Dean S, Bill McK, Mark L, and Lindsay
H all did a fine job in guiding their teams, and the general assistance and advice of Tien from Bonsai Sensation circulating
around the room was also greatly appreciated.
As a general note to members, because the
new venue requires tables and chairs to be
removed from storage at the start of the
meetings and replaced at the end, it would
be greatly appreciated by Committee members if all attending members would assist in
the set-up and pack-up phases at each
meeting and workshop. Many hands make
light work!
Above - Another team hard at work at the
Team Challenge
Left - the completed trees.

Bonsai Training Courses
The Novice Training Courses under the tutelage of Craig Wilson will commence on Tuesday 7th May at the Chirnside Park Community Hub from
7:00pm to 9:00pm, and run for 5 consecutive weeks broken only by our
normal meeting nights.
The course is currently fully subscribed, however if any other members
are interested, please register with Marlene or Lindsay - you will be notified if any withdrawals occur.
For members completing the course and for more experienced members,
we also plan to run Intermediate Workshops with Craig later in the year,
again at the Chirnside Park venue. More information will be available
later.
We also run one-off workshops at Craig’s nursery in Olinda from time to
time as demand arises.
Interested parties can submit expressions of interest with Marlene or Lindsay at any time.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the local bonsai
magazines produced by the AABC and Ian
Glew. Copies of all issues are in the library
for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the checkout period for
books and other library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting, you can return
the book at a workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you
would like to see stocked?
Just advise at the trade table
or to any committee member.
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Member Profile
Sohrab B is retired, lives in Doncaster East and has 2 children and 2 grandchildren.
He had a dream to adopt bonsai as a hobby after retirement and his friend and fellow club member David
R introduced him to the hobby and to the club. He is still new to the art and is learning bonsai techniques
and care.
So far, he has a collection of about 10 plants - one mature tree and all of the rest small plants to grow
and learn from.
His goal in bonsai is to have a collection of beautifully crafted trees that he can enjoy.
Sohrab’s other interests are wood carving, marquetry, and charity work as a Rotarian.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Hi Mr. Miyagi, what happens to my trees when the leaves
drop, do they hibernate?
A. In a way, yes. In autumn the trees prepare themselves for the cold winter months.
Hibernation is used by many mammals to escape cold weather and food shortages
over the winter. An animal prepares for hibernation by building up a thick layer of body
fat during late summer and autumn that will provide it with energy during its dormant
period. Trees do the same thing, storing up valuable sugars to sustain it through the
cold months as they don't make food in the winter.
With no food production, they have no use for masses of leaves that would require
energy to maintain, so they drop them, which also in turn helps protect the trees delicate foliage from the cold of winter.
The store of energy also helps the tree push the new growth, when the soil temperature rises the following spring.
Remember also that evergreen trees also shed their leaves or needles, progressively on an on-going basis, rather than all at
once. The leaves progressively “wear out” and need to be replaced. So don’t worry if your evergreens seem to be shedding
leaves or needles - this is a normal process, and providing that there are plenty of newer green leaves or needles remaining,
there is no cause for concern.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

AABC National Convention 2019
Members are reminded that the 2019 National Convention of the Association of Australian
Bonsai Clubs (AABC) will be held in Melbourne from the 17th - 20th May. Registration to attend the Convention is essential, and registration closes on the 1st May.
Go to https://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/32nd-aabc-national-bonsai-convention/ for registration information.
The main program is on the Saturday and Sunday, with presentations and demonstrations by
headline international artist Ryan Neil from USA and local bonsai experts.
This represents an ideal opportunity for local bonsai enthusiasts to attend a National Convention without incurring the expense of travel and accommodation. The venue is the Mantra Bell
City Hotel in Bell Street, Coburg.
There will be an extensive exhibition of quality Australian Native Bonsai in conjunction with the
Convention, which the public can visit on the Saturday and Sunday without Convention Registration.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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Fertilizer Experiment Part 2
The last newsletter contained an article describing the nonoptimal result of using Debco ProVita slow-release fertilizer on
satsuki azaleas - it killed the tree! Fortunately, the product is no
longer available for sale.
The fertiliser experiment has been extended with two new solid
fertilisers trialled - Richgro All Purpose Gardenia, Azalea & Camellia Fertiliser, and Osmocote Roses, Gardenia, Azalea and
Camellia Fertiliser.
Results were mixed - one dead tree with the Richgro product,
but a thriving tree with the Osmocote. At last, something which works!
Now, even though dosing instructions were followed in general, amounts of fertilizer added to each tree were not measured - normal practice of a little sprinkling on each pot was followed. Over-dosing could have occurred, resulting in the loss of the tree.
However, the Richgro product is still going into the rubbish bin!
The use of the Osmocote product will be gradually extended to other azaleas, so that confidence in its use can be slowly gained
even though it looks good at this stage. The trial has proved that much caution when introducing new products is definitely warranted. Start with very small dosages below that recommended, or use on lesser value trees, before applying full scale to prized
bonsai trees.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To our sponsor Tien from Bonsai Sensation for providing the quality stock trees for use in the Team Challenge, and for his
assistance to the teams on the night.



To Tracey F for again providing one of her pots as a prize for the raffle table

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
There is always something interesting to see and do at the regular Last Saturday of the Month Workshop. All members and
guests are encouraged to drop in with or without their trees, to do some work on their “babies”, to watch other members and learn
from their activities, or just to have a chat.
Many current members had their first introduction to
our club through dropping in at a Saturday workshop. Encourage your relatives, friends, colleagues
or associates who have shown any interest in the
art or in gardening activities in general to come
along and check us out.
There is always plenty of helpful and practical advice on hand for those who need it.
With the extra space at our new Chirnside Park
Hub, there will be plenty of room to accommodate
everybody in comfort.
Above - Members at work at the April Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Japanese Black Pine - Pinus thunbergii
General Information: The classic king of Japanese bonsai trees, the
Japanese black pine can reach heights of 40m in nature and is native to
coastal areas of Japan and South Korea. The needles come in groups of
two and are naturally 70 – 120 mm long, but reduce well under bonsai
culture. Bark is grey on young trees and small branches, changing to black
and plated on larger branches and the trunk; becoming quite thick on older
trunks.
The tree usually grows naturally in locations where there are frequent
storms, often on ocean cliffs, enduring the buffeting of the elements. For
that reason, it is considered a masculine tree and from that springs the
challenge of expressing its character as bonsai.
Because of its resistance to pollution and salt, it is a popular horticultural
tree. In Japan it is widely used as a garden tree both trained as Niwaki or
sculptured trees and untrained growing as an overstory tree. The trunks
and branches are trained from a young age to be elegant and interesting to
view. It is one of the classic bonsai species, requiring great skill and
patience over many years to train properly.
The Japanese black pine, along with the Japanese red pine pinus
densiflora, is a dual flush pine species, meaning that if new growth is
removed in late spring to early summer, a second flush of growth will occur
in the same season. This growth habit is especially useful in bonsai
training.
Position: Full sun, all year round for best growth and health.
Watering: Check daily – water only if the soil is drying out. Pines prefer
free-draining soil. Water very sparingly in winter, and offer extra protection
from heavy continual rainfall if necessary as black pines can be prone to
root rot.
Feeding: For developing trees, feed heavily in spring, summer and autumn,
less so in winter. For advanced trees or trees in refinement, feed heavily in
spring up until decandling, then remove all fertiliser until mid autumn to keep
new candle growth small, then feed heavily until winter.
Repotting: Every 2 – 5 years in late winter to early spring, as needed, in a
free-draining potting mix. Can also be repotted in autumn if desired and with
proper after-care to guard against root rot. Don’t bare root. Preserve a
sample of any white fluffy mycorrhyza fungus present in the root ball, as this
is considered beneficial to the tree’s health. Introduce the sample into the
new potting soil..
Pruning & Wiring: For developing trees, prune in autumn to set the tree up
for the following season’s growth. Use long low sacrificial branches to
promote trunk girth and taper. Keep other branches in proportion by pruning
back outer twigs to healthy inner shoots where possible. For refining trees,
decandle in early summer to promote new shoots with smaller needles, and
back budding. Wire at any time, but generally following pruning. NOTE:
black pine refinement is a complex skill –seeking advice from experienced
growers is recommended.
Propagation: Most black pine are grown from seed, as it is very difficult to strike
cuttings. Seed is sourced from two year old cones.
Pests and diseases: Generally free from pests and diseases in Australia, although
the occasional caterpillar will try to make its home in the needles, and is easily
removed by hand when noticed. Root aphids will also attack – look for reduced
vigour and yellowing in some branches.
Styles: Most styles can be developed, including informal upright, slanting, semicascade, cascade, and literati. Larger size bonsai are favoured, but shohin size
can be achieved if skilful.
Cultivars: Many cultivars of pinus thunbergii exist around the world, though fewer
are available in Australia.
Pinus thunbergii “Yatsubusa” – a dwarf version of the black pine.
Pinus thunbergii “Nishiki” – a black pine with heavily “corked” bark.
Sources: Wikipedia; Bonsai Today No. 10; Tomlinson – “Bonsai Pocket
Encyclopedia”; Lewis – “Bonsai – A Care Manual”

Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
March and April meetings.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: May - June
As Autumn draws to a close, your deciduous trees have completed their growth cycle and are in preparation for dormancy. Evergreen varieties may not stop growing completely but their growth rate will slow down dramatically.
Among many other tasks, winter is a great time to contemplate styling and restyling your bonsai (especially deciduous trees). Having the ability to see the skeleton of your trees will assist you in improving the basic branch structure
and ramification of your bonsai.
Here are a few things to consider over the winter months.


Remove all fruit and seeds from your trees as it can promote die back and disease.



Once all the green leaves have changed or fallen you can begin cutting back on deciduous trees to shape with
out fear of the tree bleeding.



After all leaves have fallen, clean up all debris around your bonsai area (including the tops of the pots), to reduce
potential homes and hiding places for pests.



Any trees that have been protected from the summer sun can be pushed back into the open. The winter sun will
promote bud development and tighten spring growth.



Adjust your watering routine as your trees will be using less water. Rain may be more common. Avoid over watering at this time of year as trees are extremely susceptible to root rot. Keep deciduous trees on the dry side to
promote autumn colour.



If possible, make a habit of watering at the warmest part of the day. This will give the excess water a chance to
drain before the cold nights.



Keep an eye on pots that get completely covered with moss. This may interrupt the water intake and increase
the chance of root rot.



May and June are the best times to do heavy pruning and shaping to most conifers.



Wire and bend branches while trees are on the dry side of the watering cycle. This will improve the flexibility of
the branches and so reduce cracking or breaking.



Fertilizing isn’t required for any dormant trees, but evergreens can still benefit from a light feeding.

NBPCA Bonsai Week 2019
In what has become an annual event, the National Bonsai and Penjing
Collection Australia in conjunction with the National Arboretum in Canberra conducted Bonsai Week 2019 in March this year. Featured Bonsai artists were Heike van Gunst and Sandra Grlica from Germany,
who conducted a dinner workshop on the Friday night and held a series of workshops during the week and on the weekend.
Rudi J participated in the workshop dedicated for donors and lenders
to the National Collection on the Saturday. Lindsay H participated as
a nominated Club representative, and because of an overflow of Club
nominations for the dedicated Thursday workshop, elected to join the
Saturday workshop instead.

Above - Heike (left) and Sandra at the evening demonstration.
Below - Lindsay working with Heike and Rudi working with Sandra.

Both Rudi and Lindsay worked on two trees, one with each of the international artists, and both were very pleased with the results obtained. Both ladies were very taken with the banksias in the National Collection, so Sandra in particular
was very happy to work with Lindsay’s
banksia integrifolia!
Members should consider nominating for
next year’s Bonsai Week workshops - the
only prerequisites are a reasonable level of
bonsai knowledge and skills, and some
advanced raw material with which to work.
Remember that these are international
bonsai artists who are here to impart advanced skills and techniques, rather than
novice level tutoring. Talk to Rudi, Lindsay
or Howard for further information.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
May & June 2019

The Bonsai Novice Class with Craig Wilson will commence on Tuesday 7th May at Chirnside Park
Community Hub, from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. Registered participants only.
Our monthly meeting on 14th May will be a demonstration on “Cedar - An Alternative Style” By
Tien Hsu Liao from Bonsai Sensation, at Chirnside Park Community Hub. Tien will style the extra
tree from the Team Challenge into a bonsai other than an upright - perhaps a cascade or a raft?
There will be no Bonsai Basics Review. Display Table - Autumn Colour & Members’ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 25th May at Chirnside Park Community Hub, 1:00pm
to 4:00pm.
Our monthly meeting on 11th June will be a “Demonstration on Pines” by Scott Martin of Bonsai
Matsu, at Chirnside Park Community Hub. There will be no Bonsai Basics Review. Display Table
- Informal Upright & Members’ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 29th June at Chirnside Park Community Hub, 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
BSV Bonsai Display at Rippon Lea, Saturday 4th May and Sunday 5th May, 10:00am to 4:00pm
daily. Admission charges apply. Rippon Lea Estate, 192 Hotham St, Elsternwick.
AABC 2019 National Convention, “Australian Natives Breaking Through the Bonsai Ceiling” Saturday 18th May 8:45am to 5:00pm and Sunday 19th May, 8:00am to 4:45pm, at Mantra Bell City
Hotel, Bell Street, Coburg. Registered delegates only. Bonsai exhibition open for public viewing
during Convention hours.
Satsuki Interest Group meeting at Bonsai Art Nursery. Saturday 1st June. 1:30pm to 4:00pm. All
welcome.
Stolen Bonsai Register. The Australian Bonsai Gallery has stepped up and formed a register where
stolen bonsai can be logged and publicized to the Australian bonsai community. Refer to https://
australianbonsai.gallery/bonsai-clubs/stolen-bonsai-register.html before purchasing any advanced
bonsai, especially from on-line sellers.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

