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Highlights from March & April 2021
The March meeting featured our own Lindsay H presenting on two subjects - Pot Selection and Basic Wiring Techniques.
With pot selection, Lindsay explained that as with most
bonsai techniques, there are certain rules for selecting an
appropriate pot but that they should be considered more
as guidelines, and modified where appropriate. The pot
should always complement the tree, and not overpower it.
Consider the masculine and feminine characteristics of the
tree, and select a pot with similar characteristics. Masculine pots are generally unglazed, rectangular or square
with chunky feet. Feminine pots are generally glazed, oval
or round with delicate feet. However, feminine characterAbove - Lindsay H presenting on pots selection
istics such as curved lines and softer feet may be added to and basic wiring at the March meeting.
unglazed pots to soften the masculine characteristics.
Similarly, masculine characteristics may be added to glazed pots to “harden” them up.
Pot width should ideally be about two-thirds of the height of the tree, and pot depth should approximate the diameter of the trunk at ground level. Horticultural aspects of each tree and species
may require modification of the ideal pot dimensions.
Unglazed and brown colours generally suit pines and conifers, whereas other colours are more
suited to deciduous and broad-leaf evergreens.
For Bonsai Wiring Techniques, Lindsay used a wooden “tree” to
demonstrate. He covered the basic principles of anchoring the
wire, wiring paired branches with the one piece of wire, double
wiring, fork wiring, single branch wiring, correct wire sizes, and
use of guy wires.
Regarding the perennial question of how long to leave on the
wire, Lindsay explained that generally the tree needs to grow
new fibrous tissue to “set” the branch in its new position, and the
amount of time required varies between species and time of
year. Growth is indicated by branch swelling, and so a little bit of
the wire biting in to the branch is both expected and desired.
When this is noticed, then the wire should be removed. Constant
vigilance is required! It was also noted that some tree species
are very springy, and re-wiring may be necessary if the branch
springs back away from its desired position - e.g spruces and
some other conifers. Light wiring scars will generally disappear
with time, but heavy wiring scars should be avoided at all costs
on light-barked species, e.g. maples and azaleas.
Wiring should be cut off the tree rather than unwound if there is
any danger of damaging buds, twigs or branches.
Continued Page 2

Calendar Dates:









1st May & 2nd May (Saturday & Sunday)
Ceramics Sale Day. Eltham.
11th May (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
15th May & 16th May (Saturday & Sunday) Bonsai Northwest Bonsai Exhibition. Footscray.
22nd May & 23rd May (Saturday & Sunday) YVBS Bonsai Show. Chirnside Park
Hub.
29th May (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
5th June (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group Meeting. 1:30pm. Bonsai Art
Nursery, Heatherton,
8th June (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
26th June (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from March & April - Cont. From Page 1
The April meeting featured our special guest presenter Scott Martin from Bonsai
Matsu, who spoke on and demonstrated styling for Pinus sylvestris - Scots Pine. As
usual, Scott did an excellent and very professional presentation using a Scots Pine
provided by the club.
The Scots Pine is a single flush pine, producing only one set of extension candles
per season, but it is more forgiving than single flush pines and back-buds quite readily.
The demonstration tree had a long sacrifice branch which had been used to thicken
the lower trunk, and Scott explained that this was an effective technique but warned
about letting the sacrifice branch get too strong where it might take too many resources from the rest of the tree. The branch should be shortened when it gets too
long.
Scott removed the sacrifice branch as it had done its job, and then selected branches to suit the
chosen informal upright style. He then proceeded to clean the underneath of each pad and remove those vertical shoots that couldn’t be wired downwards, or weren’t needed.
He then proceeded to wire the tree where needed, and explained that he doesn’t like to wire new
one-year old green growth, but restricts himself to two year old and older growth. It is not vital to
wire every branch, as wiring can be combined with clip-and-grow techniques for more effective
tree development. He left a few deadwood jins after stripping the bark, but did not fully refine
them, preferring to let them dry out a bit prior to final shaping. They tear better when dry and a
more natural appearance results.
Scott emphasized that horticulture is always more important than design, and it is important that
the tree is healthy and strong before undertaking this kind of styling work. He recommended that
the finished tree be put straight into a bonsai pot in August.
Above - Scott with the before and after tree.
While Scott normally prefers to use copper wire on pines due to its greater
holding power, this tree was wired with aluminium wire as this was all that was available. A larger diameter wire was required as
a result, but the outcome will be the same. Scott looks for a greater branch swelling on pines than other trees before removing
the wire.
The question about potting mix was raised, and Scott explained that he uses the same mix on all his bonsai, which comprises an
equal mix of pumice, scoria, and pine bark nuggets, sieved to size when required. He believes that this mix encourages strong
root growth, which is the key to a healthy tree.
See also the Tree Profile on Scots Pine later in the newsletter, which incorporates much of the additional information that Scott
imparted on the night.

National Arboretum Bonsai Reshaped
The National Arboretum in Canberra held the in-person and on-line event Bonsai Reshaped 2021 on 26th to 28th March. A number of local artists performed demonstrations and gave presentations, including Scott Martin from Bonsai Matsu, our special
guest speaker at our April meeting. Also featured with a presentation on bespoke bonsai containers from the perspective of a potter was our own member Tracey Francis
from Murrumbung Studio Ceramics. Tracey did an admirable job in presenting to a
large audience, so well done Tracey!

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Katie S is in Year 6 and lives with her Mum, step-Dad Bjorn D, two sisters and two
step-brothers in Lilydale. Bjorn works in I.T.
They are horticultural hobbyists and have a veggie patch and a handful of bonsai
at this time. Like many others, Katie saw Karate Kid a few years ago and became
interested in Japanese culture and bonsai as a result. Their bonsai learning to
date has come from books.
Katie’s 10 year goal is to be working in a nursery and creating bonsai as beautiful
as Scott did at the last meeting, and just as fast!
Katie is very passionate about drawing and arts, loves anime, manga and Japanese culture, and has been trying to learn Japanese. Bjorn volunteers restoring
trains, loves star wars and restoring old cars, and studied engineering part time.

Bonsai Training Courses
The first Introduction to Bonsai training course for 2021 has now concluded, with 9 members attending both Saturday morning sessions, and one more who attended one of the sessions. All
basic aspects of bonsai growth, development, styling, wiring, and potting were included in the syllabus, and a comprehensive set of notes will provide an ongoing reference manual for each person.
Each attendee also received a juniper tree on which to turn theory into practice, and many are well
on the way to creating their bonsai. Due to time constraints during the course hours, some more
homework will be required from most!
We currently have three registrations of interest for another identical course to be run later in the
year, however at least 6 registrants are needed for us to economically run the course. So, if any
other members are interested in attending a course to be scheduled around the August/
September/October period, please advise as soon as possible to yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com, or
advise Lindsay at any meeting/workshop. Cost is $100 per person, for two Saturday morning sessions 9:00am to 1:00pm.
Above - Lindsay demonstrating repotting procedures during the course.

International BONSAI Magazine
International BONSAI magazine was a high-quality print publication started in 1979 by Bill
Valavanis, a well-respected bonsai professional from the USA. In 2020, Bill decided to finish hard copy publication of the magazine, and instead publish an equivalent high-quality
online version, now called International BONSAI OnLine. He has very generously made
this FREE to all bonsai enthusiasts around the world.
Visit https://internationalbonsaionline.com to view the three issues which have been produced so far, and to register to receive notification of future issues.
The current issue, pictured right, features a number of articles on Wisteria bonsai, an article
on flowering shohin size bonsai, and a tutorial lesson by renowned Japanese bonsai master
Masahiko Kimura on reducing the height of a Japanese Apricot bonsai.
A very high quality publication which is recommended reading for all those interested in the
art of bonsai, and did I mention that it is FREE!
Bill also produces a Bonsai blog which is also free to subscribe to - visit https://
valavanisbonsaiblog.com/about/. There are currently around 1900 subscribers worldwide to the blog.
NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2021 YVBS Bonsai Show
Our first Show in 3 years will be held at the Chirnside Park Community Hub on Saturday 22nd May and Sunday 23rd May. We ask that all members support the event by
volunteering assistance, by visiting the Show to view the efforts of Club members, and
by publicizing the Show to relatives, friends and colleagues and via social media connections. The Show Flyer, seen left, has been sent to all members and is also available for download from the Club website www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au.
All members are encouraged to submit a tree (or two) for inclusion in the Show. Simply fill in the Tree Submission Form that has previously been sent to all members, and
return to Marlene mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au or in hard copy form in person. Please
submit the form as soon as possible as the information is needed in planning display
layouts. All newer members submitting trees are asked to bring their trees along to the
May meeting where advice can be offered regarding preparing trees for showing.
We will also have a Sales area at the Show containing tools and supplies, pots, and
members’ trees for sale. Any members intending to submit goods for sale must fill out
the Bonsai Show Sales List form in the required manner, submit to Marlene as soon as
possible, and bring along a copy of the form when dropping off their goods on the Friday evening before the Show or early on the Saturday morning of the Show at 9am.
While we have many of the Show volunteer slots already filled, there are a few vacancies, so if you can help out on either the
Saturday or Sunday at any time during the day, please advise Lindsay as soon as possible linhad14@gmail.com 0403 800 671.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


Thanks to Scott Martin for presenting an excellent demonstration on Scots Pine at our April meeting.



Thanks to Seasol for providing a hamper of their products for use as a raffle prize at our Show, as well as additional samples
for use in other Club activities.



Thanks to David R for opening his home and hosting the Long Lunch for members.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
Saturday workshops are held on the Last Saturday of each month
bar December from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. It is a great opportunity to
work on your trees, learn through watching what others are doing,
obtain bonsai advice or assistance, pick up supplies from the Trade
Table, or just share some time with like-minded people.
The Workshops continue to be a first point of contact with the Club
for many prospective members, who drop in to check us out. Many
wind up in filling out the membership form and joining the Club on
the day. If you are attending a Workshop and anybody saunters up
to look over your shoulder, please spend a minute to introduce
yourself and talk about your tree and what you are doing. The more
members we have, the stronger the club and the greater the penetration of the ancient art of Bonsai into the local community.
Above - Members at work at the April Saturday Workshop

Yarra Valley Bonsai Society Newsletter

Volume 5.59 March/April 2021

Page 5

Tree Profile: Scots Pine - Pinus sylvestris
General Information: Native to western and northern Europe and Siberian Asia, the
Scots pine is a conical to columnar tree, which frequently loses its lower branches in
the wild with maturity, taking a natural literati form. Can grow up to 35m tall and 1m
trunk diameter when mature. Needles are twisted, blue-green or yellow-green 57cm long and borne in pairs. Bark becomes flaky, red-brown with age. Dwarf
cultivars are available. Needle length can be reduced using bonsai management
techniques.
Lighting: Give pines as much sunlight as possible during spring, summer and
autumn. Insufficient sunlight will result in extended needle length and dieback of
shaded branches.
Temperature: Will tolerate Melbourne summers and winters without stress.
Watering: All Pines dislike permanently wet soil though care should be taken to
ensure their soil never dries out completely. It is important that a very fast-draining
soil-medium is always used. Pines also benefit from regular misting.
Feeding: Feed during spring and autumn, heavier in autumn. Use slow release
fertiliser such as Dynamic Lifter, blood and bone, direct on pot or preferably in teabags
for bonsai pots. Supplement with weekly or bi-weekly liquid feeding if desired.

Photo courtesy of Bonsai Matsu

Pruning and Wiring: Trunk chopping and heavy branch pruning should be
undertaken in autumn or winter when the sap flow in the tree is slower and sap loss
will be reduced. Prune back the branch or trunk leaving a short stump. Allow the
stump to dry out over the following year before either jinning it or removing the
stump. Wire during dormancy period in winter. Only wire older growth, not current
year.
Elongated candles should be shortened by breaking to an appropriate and even
length from late spring to early summer, and reduced to two at any one point.
Reduce each candle by up to half, more on the stronger candles growing in the
apical areas. Cut new shots again in summer if healthy and excessively strong.
Dormant buds around base of needles will be encouraged to grow.
In autumn, remove any additional surplus shoots. Select two shoots which are
growing horizontally, form a v-shape, and are of the same strength. Remove
excess needles which are growing vertically upwards or downwards to balance
growth over the tree.
Propagation: Sow seed outside in early winter, the seed needs to be exposed to
cold to germinate. Cultivars need to be propagated by grafting in late winter.
Repotting: Repot as the Pine comes into active growth. Use a very free-draining
soil-mix. When repotting, pine soils will often be seen to contain a white, thread-like
fungus called Mycorrhiza, which are very beneficial to the health of the tree. When
repotting, retain a small quantity of the old compost to ensure that Mycorrhiza is
retained in the new soil mix. For the same reason, do not wash the roots. Remove
old, compacted soil by hand. It is not necessary to prune any of the foliage of the
pine after root pruning to 'balance' the tree. The waxy needles of a Pine require
relatively little moisture uptake from the roots and there is no need to try and reduce
transpiration through the above-ground growth. The more foliage the tree has after
root pruning, the more strength it will have to repair and regenerate the rootball.
Pests and Diseases: Aphids, sawfly larvae, and various needle cast
diseases. Occasionally, a very hardy caterpillar! Treat with Yates Mavrik or other
pyrethrum-based contact insecticide.
Photo (right) courtesy of W Valavanis Blog

Re-Potting Tray
While watching a YouTube video by Peter Chan at Herons
Bonsai, our member Fiona M was quite taken by the repotting
tray he was using which he called a Gorilla Tray. She eventually tracked down a local source for the item - Burdens Plumbing Trade in Oban Road, Ringwood. It is not normally stocked
but can be ordered in, price is $35.
Might be worth considering for those members who want to
reduce the spread of messy material at potting time!

Photo courtesy of Bonsai Matsu
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Bonsai Calendar: May - June
As Autumn draws to a close, your deciduous trees have completed their growth cycle and are in preparation for dormancy. Evergreen varieties may not stop growing completely but their growth rate will slow down dramatically.
Among many other tasks, winter is a great time to contemplate styling and restyling your bonsai (especially deciduous trees). Having the ability to see the skeleton of your trees will assist you in improving the basic branch structure
and ramification of your bonsai.
Here are a few things to consider over the winter months.


Remove all fruit and seeds from your trees as it can promote die back and disease.



Once all the green leaves have changed or fallen you can begin cutting back on deciduous trees to shape with
out fear of the tree bleeding.



After all leaves have fallen, clean up all debris around your bonsai area (including the tops of the pots), to reduce
potential homes and hiding places for pests.



Any trees that have been protected from the summer sun can be pushed back into the open. The winter sun will
promote bud development and tighten spring growth.



Adjust your watering routine as your trees will be using less water. Rain may be more common. Avoid over watering at this time of year as trees are extremely susceptible to root rot. Keep deciduous trees on the dry side to
promote autumn colour.



If possible, make a habit of watering at the warmest part of the day. This will give the excess water a chance to
drain before the cold nights.



Keep an eye on pots that get completely covered with moss. This may interrupt the water intake and increase
the chance of root rot.



May and June are the best times to do heavy pruning and shaping to most conifers.



Wire and bend branches while trees are on the dry side of the watering cycle. This will improve the flexibility of
the branches and so reduce cracking or breaking.



Fertilizing isn’t required for any dormant trees, but evergreens can still benefit from a light feeding.

Long Lunch at David’s
Club Member and Marketing Director David R very
kindly invited all club members to visit his property in
Warrandyte for a Long Lunch on Sunday 18th April,
and over 20 members took advantage of the offer and
attended to enjoy David’s hospitality. His Japanese
Garden and Bonsai collection were appreciated by all.
Threatening weather caused David to move the lunch
indoors, but this was achieved without any drama.
David’s innovative Bonsai Bingo activity was enjoyed
by all.
Many thanks for your initiative David!

NBPCA Selection Panel
The National Arboretum Canberra (NAC) and the National Bonsai & Penjing Collection of Australia (NBPCA) are seeking expressions of interest from suitable individuals from the Australian bonsai community to form the next term of the Selection & Ambassadorial Committee (SAC). The SAC exists to act as ambassadors for the NBPCA at the grass roots level of the Australian bonsai
community, identify potential trees for loan or donation to the NBPCA, and assist the curator in assessing suitable trees amongst
those on offer.
The NAC has extended their application period until close of business on 30th April, which may be too late for interested parties
reading this newsletter, however contact Leigh Taafe leigh.taafe@act.gov.au to see if an extension is possible. Applicants must
be members of an Australian Bonsai club, share the vision of establishing a world-class bonsai exhibition, and have the ability to
recognise bonsai and penjing of a standard suitable for display within the National Collection.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
May & June 2021

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 11th May will be a talk and demonstration on “Show Preparation” by Steve M. Bring along the trees for inclusion in the Show for advice. Display Table “Autumn Colour” and Member’s Choice.
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society Bonsai Show 2021, Saturday 22nd May and Sunday 23rd May, 10am
to 4pm at Chirnside Park Community Hub.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 29th May from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 8th June will feature a demonstration on “Grafting Techniques”
by our own Nick R. Display Table “Cascade or Semi-cascade”, or Member’s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 26th June from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
Murrumbung Studio Ceramics will be participating in a Ceramics Sale on Saturday 1st May and
Sunday 2nd May at 33 Helene St, Eltham from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Plenty of hand-made bonsai
pots available as well as other ceramic products.
Bonsai Northwest will hold their Bonsai Exhibition and Sale on Saturday and Sunday 15th and
16th May at Footscray Community Art Centre, 45 Moreland St, Footscray from 10am to 4pm. Entry $5.
The Satsuki Interest Group will hold a meeting on Saturday 5th June at Bonsai Art Nursery, 236
Old Dandenong Rd, Heatherton, from 1:30pm to 4:00pm.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are
kept for at least six months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

