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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Morrisons
(Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Informal ‘Review & Overview’
sessions begin at 7:00pm with
a call to order at 7:30.

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are 25pm on the LAST Saturday of
the month, at the same venue
as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

Highlights from May & June 2013
Member feedback has indicated that workshops held during our normal Club meeting nights are
popular, so one was held at the May meeting. Many members brought along trees that required
work, and a busy night ensued. Craig W was kept very active in advising on care and styling of
the many different varieties of trees present.
The meeting
also featured a
Review/
Overview session on Tool
Basics led by
Rudi J which
proved to be
very popular
amongst both
newer and more
experienced
members. A
lively discussion
appeared to emanate from that corner of the room!
The June Club meeting started with a Review/Overview session on Winter Care by Jeff B who
reminded us all of the heavy weather to come, and offered hints and tips on caring for our trees
during the wettest and coldest moths of the year.
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Upper - The busy scene at the May Workshop Meeting.
Below- Jeff B offering Winter Care tips at the June Club Meeting.

Calendar Dates:







1 July (Monday) Free Demo night with
Yuusuke Uchida. 7:30pm, Bonsai Northwest, Essendon.
9 July (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly Meeting.
7:00pm Morrisons.
20 and 21 July (Saturday & Sunday)
Bonsai Northwest Annual Show. 10:00 to
4:00pm Footscray
27 July (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the
Month” Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.
10 and 11 August (Saturday & Sunday)
Waverley Binsai Show. 10:00am to
4:00pm Mt Waverley.
13 August (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:00pm Morrisons.
18 August (Sunday) Special Workshops
with Don Deluca. 9:30 to 12:30 and 1:30
to 4:30, Morrisons.
20 August (Tuesday) YVBS Advanced
Tutorial Class commences. 7:00pm
Morrisons.
31 August (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from May and June - Cont. from Page 1
The main feature at the June meting was a demonstration by
noted local bonsai artist John Mackie, which was keenly anticipated by all attendees especially those members who
called in to John’s place during the Southern Exposure Nursery Crawl last year and viewed his outstanding bonsai collection.
John’s demonstration of the styling of an old radiata pine did
not disappoint, and was greatly appreciated by all members.
Hopefully, we can persuade John to bring the tree back in a
year so we can fully appreciate it after final styling and pad
development is completed.
John also brought along a collection of superb pine bonsai
that he had previously created, along with A4 size photos of
the appearance of some the trees prior to styling. It was
amazing to see the differences in the finished trees from the
raw originals - at times it required careful examination to appreciate that it was the same tree. Radical pruning and a
change in planting angle can make an incredible difference to
the finished result.

Top Right - John Mackie contemplating the design for an old radiata
pine.
Above - After pruning and wiring.
Right - The finished tree on the night.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the new bonsai
magazine produced by the Association of
Australian Bonsai Clubs. Copies of all issues are in the library for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the
checkout period for books and other library material is one
month. If you check out a book and are not able to make the
next meeting, you can return the book to Bill at Morrisons during
office hours or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening
kit, available for use at meetings.
Anything else you would like to
see stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Davor T was born in Croatia in 1983 and came to Australia on a refugee visa back in 1994
following war in his home country. Two years later his family applied for and received Australian citizenship. The family returned to Croatia in 1998 after conditions there improved, but 4
years later in 2002 due to poor economic situation in the country they returned to Australia. Currently Davor lives with his fiancee in Tecoma and is getting married in August this
year.
Davor has a degree in Computer Science at Monash University in Clayton and is working at
CSIRO at the Monash campus, providing desktop and infrastructure support for scientists
working there.
Davor was always fascinated by bonsai but never had the opportunity to grow his own until
he had a backyard of his own in Tecoma. He was given a couple of bonsai 3 years ago.
Wanting to make sure that he gave them the best care possible, he started researching
mainly from the internet and some library books and his interest in bonsai grew from there. He joined the YYVBS to expand his
knowledge and learn more from members with greater experience, especially in local growing conditions.
His current collection is mainly starter stock and seedlings for longer term projects. He prefers deciduous species to evergreens,
and has a particular soft spot for maples.
Davor’s other interests include photography.

Forest Planting Demonstration
A special demonstration of Forest Planting by Barry Wood was held on Sunday 23 June.
Barry created a forest of around 170 trees planted on a fiberglass slab within the three
hour period available for the demonstration - a mighty effort!
The work was made easier by Barry’s recommended practice of creating sub-groups of
trees a few years earlier, so as to arrange close spacings between trees while they are
young and before full rootballs are developed.
This method reduces the actual group planting to the arrangement of about 12 to 10 subgroups, rather than the full 170 trees, but does
require some thinking ahead to the final design
requirement when the subgroups are first arranged.
Around 20 members enjoyed Barry’s demonstration and will surely feel inspired to try the
techniques themselves.
A more complete article on Barry’s work on
group planting is available on the YVBS Forum.

Above - Barry places the sub-groups within
the muck walls on the slab with Ted assisting,
and Left - the finished planting.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q Mr Miyagi, with winter here, how do I stop my bonsai getting too much water?
A Too much water sitting in your bonsai pots can create an environment for the root
system that is permanently wet. Roots need oxygen to 'breathe' and constantly wet
soils reduce the ability of the roots to absorb air. Once this happens, the fine root hairs
that we work so hard to produce start to suffocate and die.
In very wet soils bacteria can thrive and also do major damage to your trees by rotting
the root system, and we generally won’t pick up on the damage until re-potting in
spring and by that time irreversible damage has been done.
With winter upon us and high levels of rainfall, it is important that bonsai have the ability to shed excess water that the pot may capture. To achieve this we use a free draining mix made of course particles that allow the water to pass through the mix and exit from the pot and as it does, it draws
through new oxygen to the root system. My personal choice is 2 parts diatomite, 1 part pine nuggets and 1 part quality bonsai
mix. This mix is sifted to remove the fines and in doing so you prevent the drainage holes becoming blocked and retaining water.
By using a free draining mix such as this, it is almost impossible to overwater your trees and having them subjected to the winter
rains, poses no threat.
For every Yin there is a Yang, this is also true for your bonsai mixes. Having a free draining mix and reducing the chance of root
rot during winter can also lead to your trees drying out very quickly in the warmer months.
A well thought out seasonal watering plan for your trees is essential if you are to maintain their health.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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The regular column by Craig Wilson of Gentiana Nursery.

WINTER TASKS ON DECIDUOUS TREES
The most obvious task for deciduous trees in winter is root pruning, I am
not going to say much about this except that when repotting any bonsai
one of the most important jobs is to change the potting mix. So when you
repot remember to remove as much of the old mix as possible and replace it with nice fresh mix.
Equally as important as repotting is branch pruning deciduous trees while
their branches are bare. This is an opportunity to check every part of the
branch structure reducing multiple growths to two and shortening strong
straight shoots which have developed over the summer growing season.
Trident and Japanese maples are particularly prone to developing clusters of twigs at the branch tips and these unsightly growths need to be
dealt with quickly or they soon develop into lumps of wood which interrupt the smooth flow of ramification. The selection of these twigs is important - try to remove twigs top and bottom and keep the twigs side by
side. If this is not possible then this fault can be corrected with wire.
For obvious reasons the branch structure on deciduous bonsai is very
important, even more so than on evergreen trees. So when developing
this structure it is essential not to be in a hurry. Bring the branches and
twigs out very slowly, little by little, cutting and regrowing every step of
the way. The more you cut and regrow the more interesting the branch
structure will be - each cut will give the branch a tiny curve and if done
over many years then the branches will lose that strong straight appearance which is characterised on young trees.
In order to maintain a compact branch structure it is vital to look for every
opportunity to shorten the branches and this is easy when the branches
are bare.
Most deciduous species will have dormant buds at any position on the
branches so when cutting it is not necessary to cut to a bud, the excep-

tions to this are beech and Japanese maples . On these
two species buds need to be present when shortening
branches.
The development of branch structure/ramification on deciduous bonsai takes many years and each winter some
of the ramification must be removed in order to maintain
the twigs in pairs. This slows the process even further but
the results are truly rewarding with well maintained trees
improving bit by bit each winter.
Happy pruning
Above - Beech bonsai in winter
Left - Siberian elm
Images courtesy of www.bonsai4me.com - Harry Harrington

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To John Mackie for making the long trip from the Mornington peninsula to demonstrate at the June meeting, and for bringing
along a few specimens from his extensive collection for us to appreciate.



To Jeff B for his Review/Overview session on Winter Care at the June meeting.



To Barry Wood for giving up his Sunday morning to come all the way from Melton and demonstrate a very large forest planting for us. Also thanks to his friend Ted Marks for lending a helping hand.



To Tim Vivoda of A to Z Bonsai Starters for his strong support of YVBS since our formation. We wish him and his partner
Jane success for their future activities, following the closure of A to Z.
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Tree Profile: Malus Species- Crab Apple
General Information: Crab Apple is a genus of about 35 species in the
Rosaceae family. They are also known as wild apples, native to the
temperate Hemisphere of Europe, Asia and North America. Much loved
as bonsai because of their lovely spring flowers, usually white or pink
and small colorful fruits in autumn. The leaves are alternately arranged,
oval to elliptic and most are toothed. Styles can be single/multi trunks,
semi-cascade, clumps and rafts.
Lighting &Temperature: Full sun for full bloom and for the fruit to set,
although partial shade in midsummer is desirable in very hot areas.
Provide good air circulation to discourage mildew problems. Protect
from severe cold and frost.
Watering: Give plenty of water when fruiting or the apples will shrivel
and drop. Do not mist, as this encourages mildew.
Feeding: Once every two weeks from early spring to flowering, feeding
after flowering may cause leaf growth at the expense of fruiting. If trees
are in training and vigorous growth is required at the expense of fruit,
continue to feed fortnightly, otherwise cease feeding until fruit are well
developed. Generally they do need cross-pollination with the exception
of specially developed cultivars and set fruit in late summer to early
autumn. A good dose of blood & bone in autumn promotes fruiting. To
protect the vigour of the tree, it is better not to allow the tree to fruit
every two or three years as fruiting weakens the tree.
Pruning and wiring: Fruiting and flowering can sap the plant's energy
dramatically, so it is wise to limit the amount by picking off developing
fruit and flower buds, especially in young bonsai. In spring prune back
new shoots to one or two leaves. Trees should then be left unpruned
until late summer. Pruning must be undertaken by late summer;
otherwise vegetative growth is to occur rather than flower buds for next
year.
If fruit are not required, remove flowers as they change over to
fruit. Fruit puts stress on crabapple bonsai and should be thinned
out considerably; it is recommended to rest the bonsai one year in
three by removing all the fruit. Wiring should/can be done from
spring through the end of autumn. It is wise to wait a few months
to wire crabapples after repotting.
Propagation: From seeds, which need to be cold-treated before
sowing in autumn, but will germinate rapidly, or air- layering in late
spring. From root cuttings, many also sucker up from the roots,
and the suckers may be separated from the roots in autumn or in
the following spring from their formation.
Cuttings taken at the semi-hardwood stage in autumn - take six
inch cuttings with three nodes or more and treat with a medium
strength hormone. Reduce the leaf surface by cutting each leaf by
one half to two thirds. This works better than the removing entire
leaves.
Repotting: In early spring before bud burst, or in early autumn.
Repot every 1-2 years in well-drained soil.
Pests and Diseases: Aphids, Red spider mites, caterpillars, apple
scab and mildew.
Varieties commonly seen as Bonsai:
Malus sylvestris/ Common Crab Apple has pink-flushed white
flowers followed by greenish-yellow, red-flushed fruit to 2cm
across.
Malus cerasifera/ Nagasaki Crab Apple is the variety most often
seen as bonsai due to its prolific white flowers that are pink in bud.
These in turn lead to an abundant display of red fruit in the autumn.
Malus 'Profusion' purple crabapple has deep red fruit, wine-red
flowers and purple leaves.
Malus halliana/ Halls Crab Apple has pink flowers, glossy green
foliage but purple fruits can be sparse.
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On The Display Table

Top - three trees from the May display table, and Right - three trees from June.
Below - Thanks to John Mackie for including this superb pine on the June display table.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: July - August
Most species that are used for bonsai are hardy (able to withstand freezing) however, when grown in containers they do not have
the ability to bury their roots deep into the ground, which insulates them from the cold. The Melbourne climate rarely reaches zero
(freezing) or sub zero temperatures but protecting your trees from the winter elements may still be necessary. This year has
turned out to be an extremely wet year and having your trees saturated for extended amounts of time may lead to problems.
Having the ability to inspect the detailed branch structure of your deciduous trees provides an excellent time to consider restyling
your trees. Here are a few tips to get you through the winter.



Monitor the weather and protect your bonsais from excess rain, wind and cold. Find the most protected area in your yard.
Place them undercover if necessary.



Keep your trees as well drained as possible. Place bricks under your bonsais to ensure water is escaping the pot and air
is circulating around and under your trees



Carefully inspect each tree and make any changes that will improve your bonsais. Remember the busy potting season is
not far away and having your wiring and pruning complete will take the pressure off.



Avoid the temptation to repot too early. Wait until the buds start to swell before attempting this procedure.



Prepare your potting medium and place in a dry area. Organize any other items needed for potting (root picks, mesh,
scoops etc.)



Consider what pot you will use for each of your trees. Place them next to the bonsais that they will be paired with.

It is difficult to predict the changing of the seasons. Trying to schedule with the use of a calendar may lead to problems. Watch
your trees carefully and let them guide you.

Annual General Meeting
The Yarra Valley Bonsai Association is an incorporated, not for profit organization which is registered in accordance with the rules
and regulations issued by the Victorian Consumer Affairs Department in compliance with Victorian Acts of Parliament. In 2012,
the Victorian government brought into effect a new Act which supercedes the old Act and governs the rules under which we must
now operate. In practical terms, this has led to two specific actions which your Committee of Management has taken:



The Annual General Meeting, previously held each June, has had to be postponed to September to comply with the requirement that AGM’s take place after the end of the Association’s financial year (which is 1st July to 30th June for YVBS).



A revised YVBS Constitution is being drafted which will incorporate all of the new rules and procedures required by the new
Act. This will be distributed for member review prior to the AGM, and submitted at the AGM for member approval.

It is not expected that the new Constitution will noticeably change any significant aspect of the Club’s activities.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
The Saturday workshops during the winter months are generally smaller, probably due
to the weather and members’ other commitments, however the hardy souls who attend
achieve some goals and enjoy the camaraderie along the way.
Members are also taking advantage of the photo studio which can be set up to record
their bonsai progress, and to submit photos for consideration of inclusion in the 2014
Club calendar.

Upper Right— Jean
hard at work on a
crepe myrtle, Left Raymond a picture of
concentration with his
juniper, Right - Cindy
enjoying the appearance of her pyracantha.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
July & August 2013

Our monthly meeting on 9th July will be a “Root over Rock Demo/Workshop Night” with Craig
Wilson - not to be missed! There will be a Review/Overview Session on “Styles - Cascade, Semi
Cascade & Windswept” by Bill McK. Display Table: “Conifers & Members’ Choice”.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 27th July, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.
The monthly meeting on 13th August will be a Presentation/Demo from Steve Jarrold - Working
with Olives. Display Table: “Nebari & Members Choice”.
“Special Workshops” with Don Deluca an AABC Visiting Tutor, on Sunday 18th August, at 9:30AM - 12:30PM &
1:30PM - 4:30PM at Morrisons - a rare opportunity not to be missed!!! Participants: $40.00/session; Observers $5:00/
session. Still some vacancies for either session at this point!
On Tuesday 20th August, our “Advanced Tutorial” with Craig Wilson will commence. The course will run for two hours
per evening for five consecutive Tuesdays, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at Morrisons (hopping the September monthly meeting).
All dates for the course are listed in the calendar section on our website.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 31st August, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.

Events from Other Clubs
Bonsai Northwest is holding a “FREE Demo Night” on 1st July, 7:30PM at Clifton Park Bowling
Club, Batman St, Essendon with visiting Japanese Bonsai Artist Yuusuke Uchida, who has completed a full 5 1/2 year apprenticeship at Aichi-en in Nagoya, specializing in black pine and junipers. Don't miss this very rare opportunity to see a Japanese master at work - he’s highly
thought after throughout Australia!
The Bonsai Northwest annual Show will be on Saturday 20 th & Sunday 21st July, 10:00 AM 4:00PM at the Footscray Community Arts Centre, 45 Moreland St, Footscray. Adults: $5.00,
Concession: $2.00. Check out their website for more details www.bonsainortwest.com.au.
The Waverley Bonsai Group is holding its annual Show on Saturday 10 th & Sunday 11th August
from 10:00AM - 4:00PM at the Mount Waverley Community Centre, Corner of Stephensons Rd
& Miller Cres, Mt Waverley. Adults: $5.00, under 16yrs free. Inquiries for more details 0431 773
446 or http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bonsaiau/
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the
club gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

