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37 F3
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:00pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!

Highlights from May & June 2020
Due to the COVID-19 lockdown requirements, our May and June meetings had to be cancelled,
along with the May and June Last-Saturday-of-the-Month workshops. We were hopeful that with
the planned easing of government restrictions, we could restart our activities in July, but the recently announced re-imposition of restrictions have dashed those hopes. We are now hopeful of
resuming our activities in August, however this will depend on future easing of restrictions and so
will be advised to all members via email and our website a little closer to the date.
Although restrictions may be eased for August, some will probably still be in place, and so we will
have to have some additional provisions in place for our meetings and workshops. These probable restrictions are indicated below - any differences to be applied will be advised by email at the
appropriate time.

Procedures Post COVID-19 Lockdown
We will probably need to keep the restrictions regarding 1.5m social distancing, 4 sq.m. per person space requirements in the room, and maximum number of people at an indoor gathering in
mind when arranging our activities. Our room at the Chirnside Park Community Hub can accommodate around 30 people based on the 4 sq.m. per person guideline.
Procedure for Tuesday Meeting:
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Numbers limited to around 30 people including the presenter, for as long as the 4sq.m. rule is
in effect. As we often have more than 30 people attending meetings, a reservation system
will apply. Members wishing to attend must advise prior to the event via email to Marlene
(mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au), who will respond with a confirmation or a regret. First come,
first served basis for the August meeting, anybody who
misses out will get first preference for the following meeting Calendar Dates:
if restrictions are still in place.



11th August (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly

Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
Chairs will be spaced throughout the room at appropriate
 29th August (Saturday) Bonsai Novice
social distances. Members from the same household are
Course - First Session. 9:00am - 1:00pm.
urged to add an additional chair and stay together, so that
Chirnside Hub.
we can fit more people into the room whilst not exceeding
 29th August (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnthe total number allowable for the venue. A portable sound
side Hub.
system will be in use to facilitate easy listening from the
back of the room, and the projection system will be used
These dates are still subject to easing of
where appropriate to facilitate viewing. Members may apCOVID-19 restrictions, and will be confirmed to all members via email closer to
proach the demonstrator at the end of the session for a
the date.
closer look at the work, always maintaining social distancing



The trade table will only be open at the conclusion of the
meeting, once members have begun to leave. Members are
encouraged to continue conversations in the corridor or the
foyer to enable effective access to the trade table and the
presenter while maintaining social distancing.



The Hub has advised that the kitchen should NOT be used,
so members should bring their own thermos or bottled
drinks if required.
Continued Page 2

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Procedures Post COVID-19 - Cont. From Page 1
Procedure for Saturday Workshop:



Maximum 2 people per table, located at either end of the table. The exception being for people living in the same household,
who may work together at the same end of the table.



Any assistance being provided by other members must retain 1.5m social distancing.



We have 14 tables available at the Hub, so we are limited to around 28 people in the main room. This also coincides with the
floor area in the room which will allow around 30 people based on the 4 sq.m. rule.



Any attendees in excess of 28 must be prepared to locate on smaller or folding tables in the foyer or on the outside decking,
on a first come, first served basis.



The Hub has advised that the kitchen should NOT be used, so members should bring their own thermos or bottled drinks if
required.

We request the understanding and patience of our members during this difficult period, so that we can effectively re-start our normal activities. As restrictions ease further, we will revise these guidelines to suit.

2020/21 Membership Fees Now Due
Members are reminded that annual membership fees are due on 1 July 2020. Your Committee has decided that as compensation
for the cancelled meetings and workshops in the 2019/20 Club year due to COVID-19 restrictions, a once off reduction in annual
fees will apply for the 2020/21 Club year. The fee due will be $20 for a single membership and $27 for a family membership.
Payments can be made with cash at any Club activity, by cheque to YVBS, PO Box 345, Mt Evelyn, 3796, or by direct deposit to
the YVBS account, BSB 633-000, Account No. 134 721 257 (Please include your name in the reference field).

Bonsai Training Courses
The Novice Training Course originally planned for Saturday 25th April and 30th May has had to be postponed due to COVID-19
restrictions. At this time, we have new bookings in place with the Chirnside Park Hub to run the course on Saturday 29th August
and Saturday 26th September 2020, however this is obviously subject to suitable easing of government restrictions at the time.
Registered participants will be notified directly once a final commencement decision is made.
Currently, the course is fully-booked given the size of the available room at the Hub. Should any members not currently enrolled
wish to participate in a Novice Course, this would be subject to withdrawals of current participants, or alternatively they may preregister for a similar course to be held in 2021. In either case, please contact Lindsay H at info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au or
0403 800 671 to register interest.

2020 Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting is held each year in September, and hopefully we will be able to run it as normal this year as well.
At this time, elections will be held for Club office bearers and members of the Committee of Management. To keep our club vital,
innovative and agile, new ideas and new talent on the committee are essential. We ask that all members consider their situation
and if at all possible, step forward to participate in the running of our Club.
Please talk to any current Committee member about the duties involved, and to obtain a nomination form. The time commitment
need not be huge, and most of our discussion takes place via email, with only a few physical meeting per year. This is YOUR
Club, so please get involved if you are able.

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Karen L is semi retired and living with and caring for her elderly mother in Chirnside Park. She has previously worked in banking, administration and retail.
She has little horticultural background but has always wanted to try bonsai since
watching the Karate Kid! She has subsequently done a number of courses with
Scott Martin, and on his recommendation joined our Club.
Karen started her bonsai journey with a small juniper, and has grown her collection
to around 14 trees, of varying species. She considers her best tree to be a dwarf
fuschia, and her current favourites include a black pine and a blue atlas cedar.
Her long term goal is to continue learning, and to become confident in caring and
developing her trees.
Karen also enjoys a number of craft activities, live music, theatre, and hopes to
start travelling when the current situation improves.

World Bonsai Convention 2021
The World Bonsai Convention 2021 in Perth is now open for early bird
registration, through the convention website:
https://www.worldbonsaiconvention2021.com/
Featured bonsai artists on stage include Hugo Zamora from Mexico,
Kim Seok Ju from Korea, Ravindran Damovar from India, Zhang Zhigang from China, Shinju Suzuki from Japan, Marc Noelanders from
Belgium, Michael Hagedorn from USA, Jonathan Cain from South
Africa, Seiji Morimae from Japan, along with our local artists Tony
Bebb from Queensland and Joe Morgan-Paylor from Victoria.
Early Bird Full Registration fee for the three day convention including
the welcome reception, lunch, morning and afternoon teas, and Convention Kit is $450 and available up until 31st January 2021. Full
Registration after this date is $490. Alternatively, single Day Registration is $180.
The Convention is being staged at the Crown Perth in Burswood.
Accommodation is available on site, ranging from $260 to $390 per
night depending on chosen room and breakfast options.
This event provides an ideal opportunity for all Australian bonsai enthusiasts to attend a World Convention without the expense of international travel, and also to support and showcase our Australian capabilities.

Trade Table Supplies
If any members are running short of supplies, the trade table will be open for orders during July at least, and longer if government
restrictions continue. Contact David R at david@acefilters.com.au or 0402 032 001 for queries or to order, or to obtain price detrails. Pick-up of any goods ordered will be from Warrandyte, or for those located in the local area, delivery may be possible if so
arranged with David. Payments can be made directly to David on pickup, or may be direct-deposited into the Club bank account
(BSB 633-000, Account No. 134 721 257).
NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 25kg bags @ $35.00, MAN-MADE
PUMICE 35L bags @ $35 and ORCHIATA PINE
BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00. ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
j u l i e @ b o n s a i r o o t s . c o m . a u
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In-ground Tree Development
Trees grow better and faster when planted in the ground, and so to
rapidly thicken trunks for bonsai purposes, some years of ground
growing is beneficial to speed up desired results.
Trees may be simply planted in the ground, and then dug up and
trunk-chopped when the desired trunk diameter has been achieved.
However this means that no root development has been carried out
during trunk thickening, and so root refinement must then be started
after digging, which could slow down the overall bonsai development.
Perhaps a better procedure is to lift the trees from the ground every
year or two, work on the roots and the trunk and branches if desired,
and then replant into the ground. This will enable development work
to occur on all parts of the tree during the trunk thickening process.
Planting the tree in a colander or basket, and then burying the basket
in the ground provides an easy and convenient means of handling the
tree under these circumstances. The roots can easily grow through
the basket mesh when in the ground and so contribute to the rapid
growth. Furthermore, if the bottom of the basket is obstructed through the existence of a solid base, or by placing a tile or suitable flat object in the base, then roots are prevented from growing
downwards and must grow radially outwards instead – which is what
we want when developing our root structure. The basket simplifies
removal from the ground – pushing a spade around the edges of the
basket cuts extended roots, which we don‟t want in the final tree anyway, and the tree can be easily lifted up.
The attached photos illustrate the method used by Lindsay H for
ground growing.
Photo 1 - raised garden beds with the deciduous trees removed for
root pruning. The bed was defined by treated pine timbers, and filled
with spent potting mix – a good way to make use of potting material
discarded after re-potting.
Photo 2 – The deciduous trees after being dug up from the raised
bed. They have been top pruned, and are sitting on the bench waiting
for bud swelling before being root pruned and repotted, either back
into baskets for replanting in the ground, or into plastic development
pots for bench growing and refinement.

Display Table - Rudi J Award
As members have missed the opportunity to show their trees at the April to July meetings, and hence be eligible for consideration
for the Display Table awards, it has been decided that members can photograph their trees that they would have normally displayed at meetings, and send the pictures to President Geoff P gpettman8@gmail.com. Geoff and Vice-President Steve M will
award votes as appropriate, and the tree pictures will be displayed in future newsletter editions. This will keep alive the Display
Table Participation and Rudi J Best Trees award for 2020.
Photographs should be taken with the tree against a flat background, and should follow the style suggestions for cancelled meetings. These are April - Pines, May - Autumn Colours, June - Cascade/Semi-cascade, July - Nebari. Of course, the Member‟s
Choice category is still available and will allow members to include any other trees that they believe are worthy of display and
consideration for the awards.
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Tree Profile: Coast Redwood - Sequoia sempervirens
General Information: The Coast Redwood is native to the west coast USA,
particularly the California and southern Oregon coastlines. (Coast Redwood may
be referred to as Coastal or Californian Redwood too). The tallest tree in the world
is generally recognized to be a Coast Redwood named „Hyperion‟, at 115.6m tall.
Some other famous old specimens in California are also more than 100m tall with
a trunk diameter at the base of more than 7m. Sequoia‟s make excellent bonsai
as they readily back-bud and have vigorous growth, which makes them more
appropriate for larger size bonsai as their strong growth can be hard to control.
The Coast Redwood is an evergreen conifer with fern-like leaves and small round
seed cones.
Other redwoods include the evergreen Giant Redwood Sequioadendron
gigantium and the deciduous Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides. The
Dawn Redwood is often seen in bonsai form, but the Giant Redwood not so much
as it is more difficult to shape because of its brittle wood.
Lighting: Sequoias like a sunny position year round.
Temperature: It has been reported that mid-summer sun can brown the leaf
edges and that semi-shade should be considered at this time of the year, but this
doesn‟t seem to be a significant problem in Melbourne provided that sufficient
water is kept up to the tree. Frost tenderness has also been reported, but again
this problem does not seem significant under Melbourne conditions.
Watering: During the summer, redwoods need a lot of water and the soil should
never be permitted to dry out completely. Conversely in winter, be wary of
overwatering as root rot may occur. A free draining soil mix is essential. Of the
two – it is suggested that too wet is better than too dry – member‟s trees have
been lost to even the briefest period of dry. Drooping, sad looking new growth is a
sign that your tree is too dry and water is needed immediately.
It is noted that some growers are treating their Semperverens much like Swamp
Cypress (Taxodium distichum) or Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia) – quite
happy to immerse pots in water (half way up the depth of the pot) through the
growing seasons of Spring through to Autumn.
Feeding: Fertilise with a general purpose fertiliser primarily in spring and autumn.
Summer fertilising may promote over-vigorous growth so be wary. An occasional
feeding over winter may be applied, as growth never completely stops on
evergreen species.
Pruning and Wiring: Coast redwoods are normally styled in formal or informal
upright form, to mimic their natural growth habits. Back-budding is profuse
especially near pruning scars, on the trunk and branches. Rub off unwanted buds
as soon as they appear. Wire branches into position when young, as they tend to
be brittle after aging. Guy wires are often a better solution to lower branches. Do
major pruning at the start of spring, and then pinch the tips of leaves as they
extend. With luck, buds will form at the pinched end of the leaves (as well as
profusely back along the branch!) Thin out excess growth throughout the growing
season. Light autumn pruning is also fine as these trees grow through winter,
albeit with less vigour than spring and summer.
Propagation: Can be propagated from seed or cuttings. Air layering is also
possible.
Repotting: Repot during early spring or autumn. The strongly growing roots fill up the pot
quickly, so repotting may be required at one or two yearly intervals – monitor ease of water
drainage or if the tree is seen to be raised in the pot, to guide repotting needs. Heavy root
pruning is acceptable.
Pests and Diseases: They do not seem to be prone to pests and diseases, however
vigilance is always required – some caterpillars are not fussy with food sources!
Species Suitable for Bonsai: The Sequoia sempervirens is a single species, however
some cultivars are available. For example, a relatively new variety of Californian Redwood
(Sequoia sempervirens 'Red Chief') is much slower growing than the parent plant but well
suited to bonsai.
The suitability of other cultivars for bonsai cultivation is unknown.
Right - Sequoia foliage

Above - Photo courtesy of Wikipedia
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As we have not had a Display Table recently, following are selected pictures of members’ trees from our photo archives.
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Bonsai Calendar: July - August
Most species that are used for bonsai are hardy (able to withstand freezing) however, when grown in containers they do not have
the ability to bury their roots deep into the ground, which insulates them from the cold. The Melbourne climate rarely reaches zero
(freezing) or sub zero temperatures but protecting your trees from the winter elements may still be necessary. Be wary of extremely wet weather as having your trees saturated for extended amounts of time may lead to problems through rotting of the
roots, which is invariably fatal!
Having the ability to inspect the detailed branch structure of your deciduous trees in winter provides an excellent opportunity to
consider restyling your trees. Here are a few tips to get you through the winter.



Monitor the weather and protect your bonsais from excess rain, wind and cold. Find the most protected area in your yard.
Place them undercover if necessary.



Keep your trees as well drained as possible. Place bricks or blocks of wood under your bonsais to ensure water is escaping the pot and air is circulating around and under your trees



Carefully inspect each tree and make any changes that will improve your bonsai. Remember the busy potting season is
not far away so having your wiring and pruning complete before this time will take the pressure off.



Avoid the temptation to repot too early. Wait until the buds start to swell before attempting this procedure.



Prepare your potting medium and place in a dry area. Organize any other items needed for potting (root picks, mesh,
scoops etc.)



Consider what pot you will use for each of your trees. Place them next to the bonsais that they will be paired with.

It is difficult to predict the changing of the seasons. Trying to schedule with the use of a calendar may lead to problems. Watch
your trees carefully and let them guide you.

Winter Colour on Azaleas
Satsuki azalea are an evergreen species, but
that doesn‟t mean that their leaf colour always
remains the same. Like all evergreen species,
the leaves have a life of one to three years,
after which they turn yellow and drop from the
tree, more often during the winter time but can
occur at other times of the year. This is not
anything to worry about - the tree is not dying!
It is part of the natural life cycle of the tree.
In addition to leaf replacement, sometimes the
satsuki azalea will change leaf colour over winter. The leaves may be a darker green and can
include almost a lustrous brown shade. They
can also incorporate bright yellow and reds.
This does not always occur every year - perhaps it is a result of extra cold weather or excess rain, or some other environmental condition. This year, the phenomenon seems to be greater in extent than over many previous years - instead of a handful of leaves
being affected, whole trees are taking on a profusion of colour.
The top left photo depicts Rudi and Marlene‟s Rukizon azalea in Canberra at the National Collection, and was taken in May this
year. Marlene says that she can‟t remember it ever being in colour to this extent before - perhaps a result of the lower temperatures in Canberra?
The top right photo shows satsuki leaves turning yellow before dropping off - perhaps a few more than
normal here turning at the same time.
The bottom left photo shows some of the brown and
red colours in the leaves.
The bottom right photo shows an azalea with a number of winter flowers. Spot flowering in satsuki can
occur out of season, but generally only one or two at
a time. The blooms on this tree of Marlene‟s have a
few more than normal.
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A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
July & August 2020

If COVID-19 restrictions are lifted as hoped, then the following activities will occur:
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 11th August will feature a presentation, the title of which is to
be confirmed. It will probably be “Grafting” with Nick R, rescheduled from July, or “Group Planting”, currently scheduled for August, depending on what can be better accommodated under the
restriction remaining in place. Display Table - “Group Planting, Forest, or Member‟s Choice”.
The first session of the Bonsai Novice Course will be on Saturday 29th August, 9:00am to
1:00pm, at the Chirnside Park Community Hub - For registered participants only.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on 29th August at Chirnside Park Community
Hub from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
NO ACTIVITIES ADVISED AT THIS TIME, PENDING EASING OF CURRENT RESTRICTIONS.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

