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Quotable Quotes

Proud sponsor of the Yarra
Valley Bonsai Society

If you’re frightened of cutting, find a new hobby
now.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au

Neil Saffin via Craig Wilson

The Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society Newsletter
Highlights from May & June 2021
The May meeting featured a session on Show preparation presented by Steve M. Steve talked
about getting our trees in tip-top
condition for the Show later in
May, covering:






Final trimming
Neat and unobtrusive wiring
Clean pots
Top-dressed or mossed soil
surfaces


37 F3
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:00pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

Soil moist but not soaking wet.
Following the presentation, Steve and other experienced members assisted with the trees brought in for final tweaking before
the Show.

Above - The May meeting on
“Show Preparation”
Below left - Steve M demonstrating
how to prepare pots for showing.

A description of the May Bonsai Show follows later in the newsletter.
Regrettably, yet again, we had to
cancel the June meeting because of
the re-imposition of a Covid lockdown. This also caused the cancellation of the May workshop, which is a
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great pity because a lot of public interest was shown at the
Show, and we expected a big turn-up of prospective new members. Hopefully, they will appear at the June Saturday workshop
on 26th June, which can now proceed due to the current easing
of Covid restrictions.
The June meeting will proceed, pending any tightening of restrictions, and will feature Club sponsor Tien from Bonsai Sensation
Continued Page 2

13th July (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
31st July (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
10th August (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
14th August & 15th August (Saturday &
Sunday) Waverley Bonsai Group Show.
Mt Waverley.
28th August (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm.
Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from May & June - Cont. From Page 1
to talk and demonstrate on “Cascade and Semi-cascade” bonsai styles. Tien is very knowledgeable and a good presenter so this
is a session not to be missed.
The August meeting was advertised as a Team Challenge, however this will be changed to Nick R demonstrating “Grafting Techniques”, which was the session missed from the cancelled June meeting. For those members who have not considered trying
grafting yet - come along, you may be inspired! If not for now, perhaps for sometime in the future,

2021 YVBS Bonsai Show

The above photo is a dramatic panoramic view of our 2021 Bonsai Show, thanks to our member Davor T for putting this together
as well as the other photos from the show included here.
A lot of work from a lot of members was involved in pulling everything together for our first Show to be staged in the Chirnside
Park Hub venue. I think that everybody who attended will agree that the result was visually appealing and included a great selection of trees from members both experienced and relative newcomers. We managed to fit over 70 trees into the display area
which was quite a challenge - well done to Steve M and his team of assistants who managed to squeeze in two additional tables
at the last moment in order to accommodate most of the trees on offer! Even then, a couple of trees had to be taken home again
- maybe next year we will get to see them.
It was good to see a few representatives from other bonsai clubs visit our Show, but even greater to see the attendance from the
general public - we estimate that over 400 people viewed our display over the weekend. Many of them bought material from our
Sales area and took home club information and member registration forms, so hopefully we will see many of them again when
they call in to Club functions and eventually join us.
The financials for the Show are not yet finalized, but it appears that a reasonable profit will be accounted and added to Club assets.
Continued Page 3

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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2021 YVBS Bonsai Show - Cont. From Page 2
With the experience gained from this Show in this venue, the organisation of future Shows should be much more relaxed.
Photos from the Show have been uploaded to the cloud, and can be viewed at https://bit.ly/YVBSShow2021 .

Current Covid Rules
The Covid rules currently in place applied to the June Last Saturday of the Month Workshop, and will be in force for the July Tuesday meeting unless a further easing is announced by the Government. They are:








Mandatory QR code check-in (assistance will be provided if required).
2 sqm rule will apply, with registered Covid Marshall/s available, leading to a room limit of 68 people.
Masks to be worn indoors.
Use hand sanitiser on entry and exit.
Maintain social distancing where practicable.
Do not attend if feeling unwell.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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Member Profile
Sandie C lives with her partner and his daughter, but was originally from the little town of
Lossiemouth on the north east coast of Scotland. She is currently working in health insurance, which she says just funds her hobbies - horses and now bonsai!
Sandie has little horticultural experience, but started her interest a few years back with a
mandarin tree, other fruit trees and a vegetable garden. She bought her first bonsai, a
little Chinese Elm, at a garden centre after falling in love with it.
She is learning bonsai techniques through the Club and has also completed a novice
course. She has a small but growing number of trees now, most of which are for growing on. Her aim for the future is to have a small collection of quality trees for enjoyment
and for showing.
Her other interests are centred around travel - within Australia for the moment, but she
has a tour booked for the cherry blossom season in Japan in 2022, and then a trip to Everest Base Camp later in the year.

Australia Post Bonsai Stamps
Australia Post will be releasing a series of stamps on Australian Native Bonsai on 26th July
2021. They are available as individual stamps, first day covers, stamp packs, maxicards
(postcards), and medallions. There are three stamps in the series, two valued at $1.10 and
one at $2.70. The release notes include the following statements
From the late 1960s, the practice of bonsai gained wide popularity and, in Australia, led to the establishment of
the Association of Australian Bonsai Clubs in 1980, which currently represents 58 bonsai clubs across the country. In 2022, Australia is set to host the ninth World Bonsai Convention, in Perth.
The Australian native trees featured in this issue (a bottlebrush, fig and paperbark ) are, or have been, housed at
the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection of Australia, which is part of the National Arboretum, Canberra.

Information on these stamps has not yet made it to the AusPost website, but interest in collectibles can be registered. Or alternatively, check with your local post office if you are interested in obtaining any of these items.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
Saturday workshops are held on the Last Saturday of each month
bar December from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. It is a great opportunity to
work on your trees, learn through watching what others are doing,
obtain bonsai advice or assistance, pick up supplies from the Trade
Table, or just share some time with like-minded people.
While many people who attended the Show expressed interest in
learning more and possibly joining the club, the forced cancellation
of the May workshop due to Covid lockdown may have stymied
their momentum however one family membership was registered at
the June Workshop. Welcome Owen and Thelma C!
Hopefully more interested people will drift along to future meetings
and workshops - all members please make anyone who does so
feel very welcome.
Above - Members at work at the June Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Chinese Elm - Ulmus parvifolia
General information: The Chinese Elm is native to China, Japan,
North Korea and Vietnam. In large part due to its small leaves, it is one
of the most common trees crafted for bonsai purposes. Although
classed as a deciduous tree, often the leaves persist all year round in
Melbourne’s climate. It is very hardy relative to other deciduous trees
and because of its high tolerance of pruning, making it ideal for the
beginner.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun or partial shade throughout the
year but will need protection in winter from frost, in summer from hot
winds. Due to its versatility it has the ability to tolerate a wide range of
temperatures, light, and humidity conditions
Watering: Daily throughout the growing season, easing off in winter.
Keep the soil moist but well drained.
Feeding: Recommended during its growth season from spring summer, three to four times a year is enough to maintain a healthy
growth. If you want to retain the small leaves don’t use high nitrogen
fertilizer.

Pruning and wiring: Shorten new shoots on established
branches to two sets of leaves. Remove large leaves
throughout the growing season. Pruning large branches is
best done in late autumn.
Wiring can be done any time during growth, but take care
as old woody branches are brittle and the bark is thin and
damages easily.
Propagation: From air-layering or grown from both
hardwood and softwood cuttings. Softwood cuttings in
summer, use heel cuttings for better results. Air layering
may be done in spring and early summer. Root cuttings
are also usually successful.
Repotting: Early Spring is the best time just prior to bud
break, annual repotting for young trees; older trees only
every 2-3 years. Position the roots during repotting!
Pests and diseases: Generally pest and disease free, but
are vulnerable to borers and chewing insects. Watch for
aphids, leafhoppers and gall mites.
Styles: Suitable for all forms and sizes - especially good for the broom style
which is the natural shape of Ulmus.
Other Elm species suitable for
bonsai:
There are over 40 varieties of elms
available and several interesting and
rare cultivars have been developed
as well.
„Seiju‟ and 'Catlin' are dwarf
varieties with very small leaves.
'Nire-keyaki' dense branching and
tiniest fringed leaves.
„Corky Bark‟ very attractive as the
name indicates.
'Stone's Dwarf' distinguished by its
rough, but not corky bark.
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A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
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Bonsai Calendar: July - August
Most species that are used for bonsai are hardy (able to withstand freezing) however, when grown in containers they do not have
the ability to bury their roots deep into the ground, which insulates them from the cold. The Melbourne climate rarely reaches zero
(freezing) or sub zero temperatures but protecting your trees from the winter elements may still be necessary. Be wary of extremely wet weather as having your trees saturated for extended amounts of time may lead to problems through rotting of the
roots, which is invariably fatal!
Having the ability to inspect the detailed branch structure of your deciduous trees in winter provides an excellent opportunity to
consider restyling your trees. Here are a few tips to get you through the winter.



Monitor the weather and protect your bonsais from excess rain, wind and cold. Find the most protected area in your yard.
Place them undercover if necessary.



Keep your trees as well drained as possible. Place bricks or blocks of wood under your bonsais to ensure water is escaping the pot and air is circulating around and under your trees



Carefully inspect each tree and make any changes that will improve your bonsai. Remember the busy potting season is
not far away so having your wiring and pruning complete before this time will take the pressure off.



Avoid the temptation to repot too early. Wait until the buds start to swell before attempting this procedure.



Prepare your potting medium and place in a dry area. Organize any other items needed for potting (root picks, mesh,
scoops etc.)



Consider what pot you will use for each of your trees. Place them next to the bonsais that they will be paired with.

It is difficult to predict the changing of the seasons. Trying to schedule with the use of a calendar may lead to problems. Watch
your trees carefully and let them guide you.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To Marg Fenn from Hachinoki Pottery, Tracey F from Murrumbung Studio Ceramics, and Seasol Group for donating prizes
for use in our Show raffle.



To all club members who supported the Show by volunteering assistance or by just attending - you helped make it such a
success. Special thanks to David R for his additional financial assistance with signage and display materials.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au
253 Centre Road
Narre Warren South
VIC 3805
Contact us on:
Mobile: 0425 722 827
Landline: (03) 8794 9668
Email: bonsaisensation@hotmail.com
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A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
July & August 2021

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 13th July will feature special guest presenter Tien Liao from
Bonsai Sensation who will talk and demonstrate on “Cascade and Semi-Cascade Bonsai Styles”.
It is always great to see and hear from our major sponsor Tien, so be sure not to miss it. Display
Table - “Cascade or Semi-Cascade”, or Member’s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 31st July from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 19th August will feature a demonstration on “Grafting Techniques” by our own Nick R. Display Table - “Accent Plants”, or Member’s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be held on Saturday 28th August from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.

Other Events
Waverley Bonsai Group will be staging their Bonsai Show on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th
August. No further details are available at this stage, but normally held at the Mt Waverley Community Centre.

NBPCA Newsletter - The first edition of what is planned to be a monthly newsletter from the National
Bonsai and Penjing Collection in Canberra has been added to our website Forum. Also note that the
new Selection and Ambassadorial Committee for the Collection has been appointed, our Victorian
representatives are Jeff Farman, Scott Martin and Gerard Schoofs.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are
kept for at least six months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

