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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Morrisons
(Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Informal „Review & Overview‟
sessions begin at 7:00pm with
a call to order at 7:30.

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are 25pm on the LAST Saturday of
the month, at the same venue
as monthlies!
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Highlights from November & December 2012
The November club meeting featured a Review/Overview session by Jeff B on summer care of our
bonsai, a series of hints and tips to help ensure that our trees not only survive, but thrive during
the hottest months of the year.
This was followed by two demonstrations by Ron S,
firstly showing an easy method of applying an air layer
using padded postal bags, followed by a session on
creating artificial rocks by a couple of methods. The
first method, deformation and dissolution of poly styrene foam using petrol or turpentine, was more described rather than shown, due to the extreme odour
problems arising when the solvent interacts with the
foam! The second method involved carving of soft masonry blocks which are easily obtained from Bunnings
or garden supply outlets. Ron showed how easily the
material could be worked using common tools including
a saw and chisel.
November also saw the fourth and final Nursery Crawl
for the year visiting our local nurseries Chojo Feature
Trees, A to Z Bonsai Starters, Paddy‟s Plants and Gen- Above - Ron attached the padded post
tiana. Needless to say, plenty of purchases were
bag to the tree with cable ties, in his air
layering demonstration.
made!
Cont. Page 2
Left- Ron attacks the masonry block with saw and
chisel to achieve his desired
finished „rock‟.

Calendar Dates:






8 January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:00pm Morrisons.
12 February (Tuesday) YVBS
Monthly Meeting. 7:00pm Morrisons.
16 February (Saturday) Satsuki
Interest Group meeting. 1:30pm
Bonsai Art Nursery
23 February (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the Month” Workshop.
2:00pm Morrisons.
24 February (Sunday) YVBS 4th
Special Sale Day. 10:00am to 2:00pm
Morrisons

See also the Events Calendar on our
website:
www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from November and December - Cont. from Page 1
The December meeting was our Christmas breakup, and
plates of savoury and sweet dishes were enjoyed by all of
the larger attendance of members.
Craig W demonstrated and discussed his technique of partial defoliation of deciduous trees to improve ramification,
and assisted some members in working on their trees.
Michael S assisted and provided further advice to members
on their trees.

Top Right - Members at the fourth Nursery Crawl checking
out the stock at Gentiana Nursery.
Below Left - One of our biggest attendances for the year
at the December breakup.
Below Right - Craig demonstrates his partial defoliation
technique on a trident maple.

CHOJO FEATURE
TREES
Now at Home of Garden Lovers
136 York Road, Mt Evelyn
Open Saturday, Sunday and most public holidays, 9:00am to 5:00pm
Other days by appointment
Contact Jeff Barry








Bonsai Beginners lessons starting January 2013
Advanced native and exotic bonsai stock, plus starter material
Turning over stock continually - new trees coming in all the
time
Diatomite and Sashi-Eda bonsai potting mix in stock
Advanced bonsai and suiseki on display and for sale
New shipment of pots due early in 2013
Crab Apples on sale - reduced to clear
excess stock!
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Photographs by Davor T.

Q. Mr Miyagi, I’ve been asked if I would like an old azalea from the
house next door, would it be ok to work into a bonsai?
A. The short answer is yes; you can dig it up and use it to create bonsai.
Many trees that have been in gardens make good bonsai material,
some species are impossible to find in regular nurseries, and the ones
that are often are grafted or lack quality and character.
However if you make the decision to dig it up there are things you
must consider like:
 if the move will kill the tree, or if you have enough knowledge to keep the tree alive after its been
transplanted.
 Is it the right time of the year to remove it from the ground
 The type and age of the tree – have you done your research (do they like to be moved?)
 Based on the type of tree, how much of the existing root ball needs to remain to sustain its life.
 Your preparation of the tree before the move.
These are just some of the items you must consider before undertaking the task. If you understand the
species of tree and know what their tolerance levels are your transplant from garden to training pot will be
successful. Once the tree is happy you must also ensure that the tree is left for a minimum of 12-24
months to recover from the move before work starts on training.
Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

2013 Syllabus
The schedule of activities for 2013 will be similar to 2012 but with a few additions based on member feedback. There will be more
workshop sessions at the normal club meetings on Tuesday evenings, to cater for those who cannot make the Saturday end-ofmonth workshops, and we will try to restore the Review/Overview sessions at most meetings to inform new members (and remind
the rest of us) of the basics of the art of bonsai. There will also be a Team Challenge, where teams can compete, learn and have
fun in crafting bonsai from nursery stock.
Guest presenters/demonstrators for next year at either club meetings or special workshops will include Lindsay Farr (Bonsai
Farm), Colin Warren (SA), Barry Wood (Bonsai Northwest), Steve Jerrold (BSV), Michael Simonetto (BSV & YVBS), Derek Oakley (Bonsai Society WA), Don DeLuca (AABC), and Quentin Valentine (Many Victorian clubs) (not all confirmed at this stage).
These gentlemen are all recognised bonsai experts and we thank them for their willingness to share their expertise with us. All
members are encouraged to participate in the workshops or come along and observe.
In addition, two Special Sale Days at Morrisons are planned, for February and November, and our normal four nursery crawls.
There will also be another multi-week Novice Course and Advanced Tutorial Workshops with our own Craig W. Another pottery
course to cover the basics of creating bonsai pots may be scheduled depending on demand.

Possible Yamadori in 2013
Based on member feedback, it seems that a yamadori expedition (collecting trees from the field) would be
a popular activity, and so the Committee has called for a volunteer to coordinate this venture. Club member Christian has volunteered to lead the activity.
If any members have ideas or suggestions for suitable locations for a „dig‟, please contact any Committee
member. The easiest place to organize a dig is on private property, where obtaining the owner‟s permission is relatively straightforward. Any dig on public land involves obtaining government of shire permission, which may prove to be a daunting task.
If anybody has a suitable property, knows anyone with a property, or is aware of any upcoming land clearing for development, please contact your Committee.
No dates for a yamadori can be set at this stage pending location of a suitable site.
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The regular column by Craig Wilson of Gentiana Nursery.

Casuarina/ Allocasuarina
Its great to see Australian native bonsai become so mainstream in local bonsai circles, however we have a tendency
to lump all natives together under one umbrella and perhaps it may be time now started separating them and deal
with our trees genus by genus as we would with any other group of trees.
Of all the native trees casuarina and allocasuarina present one of the very best group of trees for bonsai cultivation.
Throughout the tropics casuarina equisetifolia is very much a standard species for bonsai culture. In many parts of
the world this species is a noxious weed and is called the Australian pine.
There are 17 species of casuarina and 61 species of allocasuarina, I have experience with only 4 of these. The following are my observations of these trees and I suspect they react very differently to various treatments depending
on the climate you live in.
They resent drying out and need to be kept moist at all times even during the winter months when the trees appear
not to be growing much their root systems are still active and they will need water. The root system is not fast growing and casuarina does not require repotting as often as other species of tree. The repotting season is during the
warm weather as with other native trees. Because this genus are legumes and have nitrogen-fixing nodules on their
roots they root prune very easily and recover quickly. I have for the first time this year planted some out for field
growing and do not anticipate any difficulty lifting and potting them in the future.
Feeding is the same as any other tree and they respond very well to a very aggressive feeding regime.
I have found they will shoot from old wood very easily but seem not to shoot very far below the point of cutting so
when doing a trunk chop you will need to keep this in mind.
With regards to foliage work its is better to allow these trees to grow freely for a short period between pinching rather
than pinching regularly as you would with conifers.
Most styles are suitable but there could be problems maintaining them in the cascade style.
Casuarina torulosa would be the most obvious choice of species as the bark begins to crack at a very early age and
the trunk thickens and tapers quickly, however the bark on this species is very fragile and a great deal of care needs
to be taken handling these trees as damaged bark will take years to replace.
Allocasuarina littoralis is in my experience a great species to work with, the bark may take a little longer to crack but
it is very hard and the risk of damage much less than torulosa.
Cunninghamii take quite a long time for the bark to crack but they are well worth the wait its another very rewarding
species.
Equisetifolia I have only a limited experience with but even though they are a tropical species they are growing very

quickly for me here in Olinda.
I firmly believe this genus has a very bright future as an Australian bonsai subject and should be represented in all our collections.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcement and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the new bonsai
magazine produced by the Association of
Australian Bonsai Clubs. Copies of all issues are in the library for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the
checkout period for books and other library material is one
month. If you check out a book and are not able to make the
next meeting, you can return the book to Bill at Morrisons during
office hours or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening
kit, available for use at meetings.
Anything else you would like to
see stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Tree Profile: Trident Maple - Acer buergerianum
General information: The trident maple is native to eastern
China and Japan. It is in the family of Aceraceae and is a very
popular species for bonsai, due to its small, three-toothed
leaves, a thickening trunk, and hefty, gnarled rootage
conducive to root-over-rock style.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun or partial shade
throughout the year but will need protection from hot winds.
Watering: Daily throughout the growing season, easing off in
winter. Keep the soil moist but well drained.
Feeding: Recommended from spring to early autumn once a
week to every three weeks once buds appear, and then
tapering off the feeding schedule in summer. Do not spray the
leaves!
Pruning and wiring: Shorten new shoots on established
branches in late spring to two sets of leaves. Remove large
leaves throughout the growing season to enable light to reach
the inner branches. Leaf pruning should not be more than one
third at a time, a total leaf prune is not recommended in
consecutive years. Wiring can be done any time during
growth, but take care as old woody branches are brittle.
Propagation: From seed, air-layered, or grown from both
hardwood and softwood cuttings. Softwood cuttings in
summer, use heal cuttings for better results. Air layering may
be done in spring and early summer. Can take a long to root!
Repotting: In spring, before buds open. Roots grow very quickly, so annual repotting may be necessary
for young trees; older trees tend to need repotting every 2-3 years. Position the roots during repotting!
Pests and diseases: Generally pest and disease free, but are vulnerable to caterpillar attack. If you have
poor air circulation or dry roots, powdery mildew might develop.
Styles: Informal Upright, Slanting, Cascade, Semi-cascade, Literate, Curved-trunk, Broom, Clump, Group
planting and Saikei.
Some species suitable for bonsai:
Many varieties are available and several interesting and rare cultivars have been developed as well,
including 'Goshiki Kaede' (striking pink and green variegation), 'Kifu Nishiki' (roundish, almost un-lobed
leaves), 'Mino Yatsubusa' (dwarf with long, narrow leaves) 'Mitsubato Kaede' (distinctive cork-like trunk)
and 'Naruto' (strongly incurved leaf surface).
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On The Display Table

Above and Right - Satsuki azaleas in full bloom at the
November meeting.

Lower Right - The December display table featured a
range of sub-miniature bonsai.

Below left - The satsuki were still flowering
at the December meeting.
Below middle - Trident maple over rock.
Below right - Baeckea in flower

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It‟s a good time of year to be
on the safe side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
-Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the
health of the tree
-Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are susceptible to mildew (Maples. Oaks, Crepe Myrtles)
-Bonsais that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquid Ambers, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beech, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
-Bonsais that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
-Separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or
shallow pots as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected by both the sun and the
wind
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsais directly under trees. Pest and diseases can be passed to
your bonsais.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your
display. If you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked
after. Many bonsai are lost over this time of year.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshops

The normal Saturday workshops at the end of the month continue to prove popular, with attendances varying depending on external factors such as weather, family and work commitments, and other conflicting events.
Based on member feedback, more workshop sessions will be scheduled during
the Tuesday meetings in 2013 to cater for those members and guests who cannot
attend the Saturday workshops.
Upper Left —A busy workshop in November.
Upper Right - Frazer discussing styling options with Craig at a special
workshop.
Lower Right - Raymond and George deliberate over Des‟s pruning at
the November workshop

Volume 5 No 9
November &
December 2012
Page 8

www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
Jan & Feb 2013

Our monthly meeting on 8th January will be a “Workshop Night on - not only - Natives” with our
Craig Wilson!
There will be NO Review/Overview Session.
Display Table: “Natives” any style and Members‟ Choice.
There will be NO monthly workshop on Saturday 26th January, AUSTRALIA DAY!
The monthly meeting on 12th February will start with a Review/Overview Session on “Tools Basics
- selection, care etc.” by Rudi J. Followed by a Presentation from Lindsay Farr on the "World of
Bonsai"
Display Table: Figs "any Style" & Members Choice.
On Saturday 16th February the “Satsuki Interest Group” will be meeting at “Bonsai Art” Nursery,
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton, at 1:00PM. Don‟t forget to bring along a Satsuki or other
Azalea for discussion or display and a gold coin donation.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 23th February, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.
Sunday 24th February - “YVBS 4th Special Sale Day” at Morrisons. Time: 10:00AM - 2:00PM.
Costs: $25.00/Table for Sellers & $2.00 for Buyers/Visitors.

Events from Other Clubs
There is no information available at this point in time!

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To our local nurseries Chojo Feature Trees, A to Z Bonsai Starters, Paddy‟s Plants, and Gentiana
Nursery for hosting our nursery crawl.



To Craig W for ongoing supply of trees for the raffle throughout the year, and for continuing support for
the workshops and newsletter.



To Ruth S and Warren S and their assistants for coordinating the library and trade table throughout the
year.



To Scott and Andrew at Dynamite Printing for their excellent work on producing our first calendar.



To all members who brought a plate of goodies to the Christmas breakup - you have surpassed yourselves this year on both quality and quantity!

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

