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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Upper Yarra
Community House
(Formerly Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Meetings begin at 7:30pm .

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are 24:30pm on the Last Saturday
of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!

Inside this issue:

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Highlights from Nov &
Dec 2014
The November meeting was a highlight of the year
and featured the double act of our own members
Rudi J and Margaret S who spoke and demonstrated on azaleas as bonsai – satsuki of course,
but also kurume and other varieties and hybrids.
We know that Rudi is passionate about his azaleas with a large collection of quality trees, and
Margaret is an acknowledged expert on the species with a collection which dwarfs Rudi’s!
The meeting room was a profusion of colour from
the azaleas which were all in bloom, and looking
spectacular. Rudi and Margaret spoke on each
one that they had brought along, and each tree
seemed to have its own special story. Many of
Margaret’s stories seemed to involve the trials and
tribulations of getting imported trees through the
customs and quarantine process, as she imported
them from Japan.
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Margaret showed a variety of slides from her trips
to Japan – all from satsuki shows and displays of course! The
Calendar Dates:
quality of the trees there are amazing – little wonder that she was
 13 January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
tempted to bring so much material back with her.
Meeting. 7:30pm UYCH.
All attending members must have been inspired
by the satsuki on display on the night, and


Cont. Page 2





31 January (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm UYCH.
7 February (Saturday) YVBS Nursery
Crawl ‘Go West’. Details TBA.
10 February (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm UYCH.
14 February (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group meeting. 1:30pm Bonsai Art
Nursery
28 February (Saturday) “Last Saturday of
the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm UYCH.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Top - Rudi and Margaret talk on azaleas at the November meeting. Middle - Margaret starts the motobadome process - heavy
pruning of an azalea. Bottom - some of the very impressive azaleas on display.
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Highlights from November & December - Cont. From Page 1
surely most of us will start or increase
our azalea collection. Refer to the later
article for specific notes from Margaret’s
presentation.
The December meeting was our Christmas breakup, and festive plates of
goodies were brought along by many
members and enjoyed by all. In addition, we received an update on the bonsai calendar and reference/recording
system under development by Bill McK.
Bill outlined the design plan following
updates received at the September
meeting, and solicited further input from
attending members. Thanks to Cam N
and Steve M for volunteering to assist
with data entry as we go forward. Bill will pro- The critique session at the December meeting - Steve M (left) and John B (right)
vide the next update on progress at the meet- discuss their plans for their trees.
ing in February or March next year.
The meeting also saw a critique session on member’s trees, with Rudi, John B, Steve M, Colin M, and David W presenting trees
with an explanation of their development plans. Advice was offered by the group in a friendly and encouraging fashion. John B’s
somewhat unique grafting method for pines was of particular interest to the group, and we hope to see him demonstrate this in
2015.
David W brought along one of his figs as a critique item, and as a teaser for his upcoming presentation at the January meeting.
We hope that he will tell us how to develop our figs to approach the quality of his tree! Members should bring along their figs to
the meeting to work on them and to receive first hand assistance and advice from David.

Chojo Moves to Sassafras
Jeff Barry has moved his Chojo Feature Trees business from Mt
Evelyn to a new site in the centre of Sassafras, 365 Mt Dandenong
Tourist Road. This looks to be a prime location and the business
should do well here.
Jeff is still developing the premises and
plans to hold an official opening next
year, but he is open at the moment and
has a range of bonsai and starter stock
for sale, as well as pots, tools and accessories.
Due to the expenses involved in establishing the new site, Jeff has reluctantly
dropped his sponsorship of YVBS for now, but we hope to see him back in the future.
If you are in the neighbourhood or feel like a drive into the Dandenongs, drop in and say hello. You
might also find a little gem that you just can’t resist! Just look for the orange torii Japanese gateway
out the front.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the local bonsai
magazines produced by the AABC and Ian
Glew. Copies of all issues are in the library
for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the checkout period for
books and other library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting, you can return
the book at a workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you
would like to see stocked? Just
advise at the trade table or to
any committee member.
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Margaret’s Azalea Notes from November Meeting


Azaleas do not suffer too much from insect pests, apart from small black gall wasps as their leaves are toxic to most insects.
However very small green caterpillars in folded leaves were present on a few of the trees!



Spreading out the roots of azaleas is a very necessary procedure. The roots join together to form an impressive nebari over
time – just make sure that the tips of the roots are covered by the soil. The exposed roots will thicken and harden up. Remove any moss from around the trunk. Azaleas can form very impressive neagari style (exposed roots) using this method –
remove soil around the exposed roots by using a water jet.



Since some satsuki azaleas have big flowers, larger bonsai should be grown for these varieties to make for a more natural
look.



Azaleas like to clump in a bush type arrangement, which can be sawn off and separated if there is enough space between
the trunks. New roots form readily on the sawn off areas.



Azaleas are low-growing shrubs – they are basally dominant rather than apically dominant like most trees, i.e. vigorous
growth is concentrated down low rather than at the apex, so when pruning, leave a little more growth at the top than would
normally be the case.



Azaleas like soil which is slightly acidic.



To encourage the formation of shoots on azaleas, rub the trunk or branch with a toothbrush, and wrap them with sphagnum
moss.



Branch removal should be flush cut rather than concave, and immediately sealed with cut paste. It is preferable to leave a
stub until the sap flow finds an alternative route, after which the stub can be removed flush.



White flowers on azaleas are available but less common than the traditional pink. Note that if a branch on a particular azalea
has white flowers, then cuttings taken from this branch will produce mainly white flowers!



A tree profile on azaleas was included in the YVBS Sep/Oct 2013 Newsletter – copies are available for download from the
website.



Spent flowers including the seed pods, should be removed with a slight twisting motion, or cut off with scissors.



Motobadome is the fairly drastic pruning procedure performed on azaleas, perhaps every second year. Cut each shoot back
to two leaves, or even none or a cut leaf, but generally leave a little growth on each branch - it’ll help with the sap flow. The
procedure is performed after flowering.



Azaleas propagate readily from cuttings. They take better with a heel and/or with a few ‘branches’, but will often grow without
such features.



Satsuki azaleas are tougher and develop better trunks than Kurume azaleas, but Kurume azaleas are more commonly available at general nurseries.



Last pruning on azaleas should be before February, as flower buds for the following season are set after this time. Exception
if growth and style are the priority in the early stages.



Use a good general potting mix with azaleas, with no large particles. Peat moss and diatomite are useful additions. Root
pruning can be quite aggressive, with water jets being used to remove stubborn nursery soil. Repot after flowering, or at any
time with suitable/experienced after-care.

Club Sale Day
The Club annual sale day was a great success, with record numbers of
both vendors and buyers attending. Most visitors ended up taking
something home, even if they had no intention of buying anything, such
was the quality and the pricing of the goods on offer. Happy smiles all
around!

Above - a very busy sale day in the “wet” room.
Left - almost as busy in the “dry” room!
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Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. I’m thinking of going away over Christmas, what’s the best option for
looking after my bonsai?
A. It is important that your trees be well nourished and watered during the growing
season. For all of us spring and summer are our busiest bonsai times, but all of this
will be a waste if we let our trees stress in the warmer periods. For those of us who
have native bonsai, summer is our working period, with defoliation, wiring and potting.
Aftercare of your worked trees at this time is essential, as is caring for all of your bonsai’s.
As the hot days and drying winds make any tree susceptible to burnt leaves or drying
out, it is essential that your trees are protected and watered. For some this will mean
placing the trees into a cool sheltered position, or for water loving species such as wisteria, it may mean placing the tree into a
water bath to keep its feet wet. The main method is ensuring that you keep the trees away from full sun at the hottest part of the
day and by limiting the amount of moisture loss.
If you are going to go away, make sure you entrust the watering of your trees to someone who understands them. If you have a
friend in your club who is willing to look after them while you are way or will water them for you then this is always a better option
than using a neighbor who may not understand how or when to water your trees.
In a severe heat wave even one missed day could mean the difference between living healthy trees or death and in Melbourne it
can push 40+ degrees for multiple days in a row. Watering and watering correctly is a huge commitment during the warmer
months. Do not place your trust in a sprinkler system, what if it doesn’t work or the water company turns the water off for the day
to carry out repairs, you may come home to a tree or many that cannot be saved.
A little pre planning will ensure that your time away is not spent worrying about your trees, rather enjoying some time with friends
and family.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

End-Of-Month Saturday
Workshop
Got any friends, neighbours, workmates, or acquaintances who
have expressed an interest in bonsai? Why not invite them along to
our regular last Saturday of the month workshop. We first met many
current members of our club in exactly this way. Come along to
work on your trees, or to check out what others are doing, or just for
a cup of coffee and a chat.
All are welcome! Friendly advice and assistance are always available if required.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To all vendors participating in the annual YVBS Sale Day - without you, the day would not have been such a success.



To all visitors who attended the Sale Day….and departed with smiles on their faces and trees and pots in their hands!



To all sponsors and supporters of the club, both official and unofficial, you have made a huge contribution over the year
which we greatly appreciate.

Trading hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Weekends

10:00am – 4:00pm

Visit our website www.bonsaisensation.com.au for more information
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Tree Profile: Crape Myrtle - Lagerstroemia indica
General information: Crape Myrtle is a genus of around 50 species of deciduous
and evergreen trees and shrubs -native to the Indian subcontinent, southeast
Asia, northern Australia and parts of Oceania. The species commonly used for
bonsai is Lagerstroemia indica in colors white, pink, red or purple. It makes an
excellent bonsai due to its exquisite branch ramification and the contrast of the red
upon silver of the peeling bark.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun, which helps to keep it relatively pest and
fungus free and promotes flowering, but will need protection from hot as well as
freezing winds.
Watering: The Crepe Myrtle Bonsai does need a well drained soil; it enjoys water
- frequently in spring and moderately during the rest of the year. Reduce the
watering in winter and just before flowering to encourage bud formation. To
promote flowering, allow the soil to dry slightly (similar to bougainvillea). Avoid
overwatering!
Feeding: Don't over-fertilize crepe myrtles. Recommended from spring to early
autumn, every two weeks alternating a general purpose plant food or bonsai food
with a low nitrogen tomato fertilizer. Do not feed during winter!
Pruning and wiring: The best and safest time is only in autumn, because it
stimulates flower buds to form. You can cut back severely and allow it to grow for
one season freely to thicken the trunk. The following season pinch back
constantly to promote branch ramification!
Wiring can be done any time between spring and autumn, but take care of the
delicate and brittle branches!
If unsure of wiring - styling can also be done quite easily by clip and grow!
Propagation: From seed in spring, softwood cuttings in late spring or semi-ripe
cuttings with bottom heat in summer - use heal cuttings for better results.
Repotting: Crepe myrtles should be repotted every 1-3 years in the early spring
before bud burst in a light, well
drained soil with minimal root
cutting. Position the roots during
repotting!
Pests and diseases: Mealy bugs,
scale, red spider mites and
whiteflies can be a problem tread with pesticide.
Powdery mildew can be avoided
by providing good ventilation and
plenty of light.
Styles: Informal Upright, Slanting,
Cascade, Broom and Clump. The
dwarf varieties make excellent
shohin bonsai.
Pictures courtesy of Internet Bonsai Club!

The photos at the right are stock photos showing the crape myrtle flowers.
The tree at the left belongs to club member Mark L - a magnificent example.

11 Mahoneys Road
Reservoir VIC 3073
Phone: 03 9460 3059
Email: orient_bonsai@hotmail.com

Products
Bonsai starters
Mature bonsai
Pots
Figurines
Tools

Services
Bonsai classes
Repotting and trimming
Wedding gifts

www.orientbonsai.com.au
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on
the Display Table at
the November and
December meeting.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It’s a good time of year to be
on the safe side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
-Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the
health of the tree
-Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are susceptible to mildew (Maples. Oaks, Crepe Myrtles)
-Bonsais that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquid Ambers, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beech, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
-Bonsais that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
-Separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or
shallow pots as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected by both the sun and the
wind
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsais directly under trees. Pest and diseases can be passed to
your bonsais.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your
display. If you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked
after. Many bonsai are lost over this time of year.
www.orientbonsai.com.au

Container-load of new
pots arriving January!
20% off to Club
Members!

11 Mahoneys Road
Reservoir VIC 3073
Phone: 03 9460 3059
Email: orient_bonsai@hotmail.com
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
Jan & Feb 2015

Our first monthly meeting on 13th January will be a Presentation & Workshop Night on Figs with
David Werner. Not to be missed …. if you’ve got some - if not … you might get some after this
inspiration?!
Display Table: “Figs any Style & Members Choice”.
NO Overview/Review Session!
Saturday 31st January monthly Workshop, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at UYCH.
Our first Nursery Trip for the year “"GO WEST” will take place on Saturday 7th February, covering
this time - Plantmark Nursery (wholesale), Orient Bonsai Nursery and YVBS member Mark Ludlow’s Master’s Apprentice
Bonsai School and Nursery, which will be our first visit to his premises (also interesting for “non-bonsai” partners). More
details to follow closer to the day!
Our monthly meeting on 10th February will be a Workshop Night - not only "Natives" with Craig Wilson.
Display Table: “Natives any style & Members Choice”.
NO Overview/Review Session!
Saturday 28th February monthly Workshop, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at UYCH.

Other Events
Satsuki Interest Group Meeting on 14th February, 1:30PM - 4:00PM, at “Bonsai Art” Nursery,
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton.
There is no other information available at this time!

AABC 2015 Convention
The AABC 28th National Bonsai Convention, “Bonsai - A Growing Art”, will be held in Adelaide from 15th to
18th May 2015. The international headliner will be Koji Hiramatsu from Japan, supported by Australian artists Tony Bebb and Joe
Morgan-Paylor. For further information, visit www.aabcltd.org, or check out the brochure available at the front desk at the next
meeting.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the
club gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

