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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Highlights from November & December 2016
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our own Craig Wilson talking and
demonstrating on figs. Craig
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says that the key to healthy figs
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month now at Cire Services is the watering regime - plenty of
(Formerly Upper Yarra Com- water over the hot season, and
munity House or Morrison
very limited watering over winter,
House)
which duplicates the natural conOld Hereford Road,
ditions experienced by the trees
Mount Evelyn
in their natural habitats in the
Meetings begin at 7:30pm .
tropical and sub-tropical zones.
118 B8
Figs are ideal for beginners to
Saturday Workshops are 2- bonsai, as they are almost inde4:30pm on the Last Saturday structible.
of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!
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Root work should be left to the
warmer months. Repotting
should be done every year especially for trees in development.
Scar the underside of the base, which causes the base to flare as
it heals. Remove large and tangled roots, emphasise the finer
roots.
Defoliation can be done also in the warmer months, which is all
about promoting twiggy growth, with the side benefit of producing
smaller leaves. Sacrifice branches can be used during the development stages of growth, and should be suitably spaced up the
trunk. The sacrifice branches can also be defoliated, just leave a
couple of leaves on. Craig believes that figs can be treated similarly to deciduous trees as far as defoliation goes. In a warm
summer, figs can be defoliated up to tree times - typically late
November, February, and late March.
Branches on figs should be arranged with upwards growing angles rather than flat. The bottom branches should be just above
the horizontal, with the branch angle increasing going up the
tree. This emulates the growing characteristics in nature.
Craig only grows Port Jackson figs, ficus rubiginosa, and all are
derived via cuttings from the same original tree which displayed
good bonsai characteristics.
The December meeting was the Christmas breakup, and members enjoyed the savoury and sweet treat plates on offer. The
business part of the meeting comprised a show and tell and critique session.
Continued Page 2

Above - Craig demonstrates repotting a fig - only fingers are needed
to loosen the soil due to the open
potting mix and annual repotting.

Calendar Dates:







10th January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Cire
28th January (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm. Cire.
4th February (Saturday) First Nursery
Trip “Deep South”. 10:00am Bonsai
Sensation.
14th February (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Cire
18th February (Saturday) Satsuki Society Bonsai Meeting. 1:30pm. Bonsai Art,
Heatherton.
25th February (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm. Cire.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from November & December - Cont. From Page 1
Some members brought in trees and described
their development history and future plans. The
rest of the audience, led by Rudi and Michael S,
offered the benefit of their experience with styling
advice when requested.
A very interesting session which will hopefully be
repeated next year, with more member trees up for
discussion.
President Geoff reminded everyone that there was
no Last-Saturday-of-the-Month workshop in December, wished everybody a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year, and looked forward to seeing
everybody again at the first meeting of 2017 on
10th January.
Right - Howard talks about his maple and its history.

Glen Eira Japanese Festival
The club was invited to participate in the Japanese Cultural Festival
in Glen Eira, organised by the Glen Eira Rotary Club and Glen Eira
Council, held on 13th November. We were pleased to be involved
and presented a two-table display of our bonsai trees. Also on display were various Japanese foods, clothes, and crafts especially
ikebana flower arrangements.
There was also an entertainment program featuring Japanese musicians, martial artists, calligraphy artist, and drummers. The outstanding act was the drum group, comprised of a group of local students who presented an outstanding performance. One YVBS member who has witnessed Japanese drum performances both in Europe
and Japan, commented that these local kids were at least as good or
better than the others that he had seen.
The organizers of the festival were extremely happy with our display,
and said that they will invite us back for their next festival scheduled
in two years time.
Above - our display table, and the Japanese drummer kids in action.

Benvenuti Festival 2017
The Yarra Valley Cultural Group has invited our club to participate in the Benvenuti Festival to be held on Sunday 12th March
2017 from around 10:30am to 5:00pm at the Killara Estate Winery, Seville. The Festival‟s name “Benvenuti” is Italian for
“Welcome” as is the indigenous words “Womin Jeka”. This family festival celebrates the diversity of the Yarra Valley from the first
Wurundjeri people to the waves of migrants who came to the Valley to build new lives. All have left their mark and this festival
honours their achievements which have made the Yarra Valley a wonderful part of Australia. We have accepted the invitation to
participate and will be staging a small display - more about this next year. Mark it in the diary, entry is gold coin donation.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the local bonsai
magazines produced by the AABC and Ian
Glew. Copies of all issues are in the library
for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the checkout period for
books and other library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting, you can return
the book at a workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpenWANTED!
ing kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you Somebody to run the Trade Table
at Club meetings. Volunteers
would like to see stocked?
please contact a Committee
Just advise at the trade table
member
or to any committee member.
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Member Profile
Lyn B is originally from the Manningham area but is currently on the move to Croydon Hills. She is the
mum of three 20+ year olds, all working in the creative fields.
Lyn is a florist by trade and an avid gardener. She first started with bonsai at the age of 17, after being introduced to the art during high school. She has returned to the hobby many years after her original interest, and has picked up most of her knowledge of the subject through bonsai clubs and the
experience of the members.
She especially loves trees producing flowers and fruit, but she also has some beautiful old figs and
Kingsville box. Her goal for the future os to have a number of great, healthy and well-styled trees.
Lyn‟s other interests include all things horticultural, ceramics, art deco pottery, and antiques.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Hi Mr Miyagi, Can you tell me a little about how to use moss on
my trees?
A. We use moss on our trees to enhance the overall composition and to help create
the illusion of a full grown tree, planted in the earth as if viewed from a distance. Not
only does moss enhance the look of the tree, but it can also be beneficial to the tree by
insulating the roots in the hot and cold and by slowing the evaporation of moisture from
the soil during warmer days and by preventing erosion during rain and watering.
When placing moss onto a bonsai never cover more than 75% of the soil and always
leave areas where the soil is exposed throughout the surface of the moss to allow for
water penetration and evaporation. If allowed to cover the whole surface of the pot,
moss can form a barrier which may prevent the water from penetrating. Likewise it
could also prevent your soil from drying out, causing your roots to rot. It‟s ideal to use moss of differing varieties and colours, use
darker shades around the Nebari of the trees and under branches and then lighter shades towards the outside of the pot. This
gives the illusion of shaded grass and really works well in a group planting.
Do not place moss all the way to the rim of the pot, water must be able to soak into the soil around the rim and don‟t allow moss to
grow up a trunk or over your roots, keep these areas clean by giving them a gentle scrub with a toothbrush and some water followed by a good rinse, but be careful not to harm the bark.
It‟s also important to be careful when using moss with pines and conifer varieties - if you water to keep the moss green, chances
are you will be watering your tree too much and this could lead to health problems. Just try just misting the moss with a spray bottle in between your normal watering routine.
As for myself, I‟m an advocate of only using moss for presentation or showing purposes and then removing the moss for the remainder of the time. This allows me to maintain my trees correctly and ensures that when I display my trees, any moss I have on
it is in its peak condition.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Lilydale Show
The Lilydale Show organizers issued a special request for us to participate in the Bonsai Display at the Show this year, as they
reported many disappointed visitors last year when they had NO entries in the Bonsai competition.
Despite November being a very busy month for the club, Bonsai Ray and John G rose to the occasion and submitted multiple
entries in the various categories of bonsai competition.
John came away with ribbons or trophies for Best Single Trunk, Best Forest Planting, and Best Overall. He also won a selection
of goodies including pots and gardening gloves. Hopefully, we can encourage a few more members to enter next year.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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November 2016 YVBS Sale Day
The Club Sale Day in November was a great success in the larger venue,
Japara Living and Learning Centre in Kilsyth. The extra space available in
the main hall allowed sellers to spread out and still left plenty of room for buyers to easily navigate around the goods on display. Because of a permanent
booking at the venue for Sundays, the Sale day was held for the first time on
a Saturday. Being the last Saturday of the month and our normal workshop
day, we elected to hold our workshop in the afternoon and invite buyers and
sellers to attend. This seemed to be popular and successful.
Most of the Sellers reported good sales or orders, and many
buyers were observed leaving the venue with smiles on their
faces and their arms full. On the basis of this day and this
venue, many sellers have already pre-booked tables for our
next sale day, which will be on Saturday 25th March 2017.
We also staged a small exhibition area containing more advanced bonsai for display only, not for sale. A bonus for visitors! The dozen or so trees on display were provided by
some of the sellers and club members.

Promoting Bonsai to the Local Community
President Geoff accompanied Victor B to the Heritage Gardens Aged Care facility in Bayswater on Thursday 17 th November for a
a one-off bonsai presentation, but it was so well received that Victor was invited back next year to give further presentations.
There were about 15 people in attendance including one man that had his own bonsai trees in the past, but had been unable to
continue in recent years. He really seemed to enjoy the trip down memory lane.
Victor presented a variety of different styled and shaped trees that he had taken along. He explained, in language and terminology they could understand, the care and maintenance of them, and the general principles of the art of bonsai. Geoff was able to
assist by taking the trees around the audience for them to see close up what he was talking about and to answer extra questions.
The residents and the Life Style Staff member present, seemed to enjoy the session and made many comments and asked lots of
questions. Geoff also really enjoyed the experience and both he and our Club thank Victor for his presentation and for sharing his
love of bonsai with these people.

Workshops at Craig’s
The Club periodically arranges small group workshops at Craig‟s nursery in Olinda, either during the week for our retired members or on the weekend for all others. The workshops are limited to 4 or 5 people due to space limitations. You can take any tree
at any stage of development and Craig will offer his advice and assistance. We will be organizing workshops in January, and
bookings will be on a first come first served basis. Contact Marlene mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au or 0418 369 852. Suggested
Dates are Thursday 12th and/or 19th and Sunday 15th and/or 22nd January. Cost is a very reasonable $30 for a 3½ hour session from 10:00am to 1:30pm.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To all sellers who took a table/s at our November Sale Day - thank you for your support.



Congratulations to Ray A and John G for participating in the Lilydale Show Bonsai completion, and kudos to John for winning
a number of the sections.



Thanks to Glen Eira Rotary Club for the invitation to display our trees at their Japanese Cultural Festival.

Trading hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Weekends

10:00am – 4:00pm

Visit our website www.bonsaisensation.com.au for more information
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Tree Profile: Japanese Maple - Acer palmatum
General: Acer palmatum is native to Japan, China, Korea, eastern Mongolia and southeast
Russia. Many different cultivars have been selected and are grown worldwide for their
large variety of attractive forms, leaf shapes, and spectacular color variations. The bark on
young trunks is usually green or reddish on some varieties, but turns brown or gray with
age. Its leaves are lobed with five, seven, or nine acutely pointed lobes. Japanese maples
are one of the most popular species for Bonsai worldwide.
Lighting & Temperature: Do NOT place in full sun, semi shade or morning sun is best.
Red leaved varieties prefer four to six hours morning sun to maintain the red pigment.
Variegated and multi-colored leaves require more shade. Protect from hot drying winds ….
and against frost!
Watering: Daily in the morning, keep the soil moist - doesn‟t like wet soil, but don‟t let it dry
out!
Feeding: Best to use a slow or controlled release type fertilizer like Osmocote from spring
to autumn at the drip line. Using liquid fertilizer like Miracle Grow only during the first
summer, and only to help establish the tree. Don‟t fertilize in the middle of the hot summer
and 6 to 8 weeks after repotting!

Old „Shohin‟ Japanese Maple, 240mm

Repotting: Suggested every one to two years in well drained soil, early
spring is the best time. Don‟t repot and defoliate in the same year!
Propagation: Easy from seeds, semi ripe cuttings in summer and airlayering in early summer.
Pruning and wiring: Maples will grow a very fine ramification when regularly
pruned. Trim back shoots to two or three leaves, responds well to repeated
pinching of new shoots and partial or total defoliation. Being apically
dominant, growth will be strongest at the top - hard pruning and thinning out
the top in late autumn or midsummer when wounds heal quickly. Never
prune in spring due to heavy „bleeding‟, which can cause loss of branches always seal the wounds!
Wiring from early spring before buds swelling to late autumn after leave fall or
after defoliation!
Pests and diseases: Aphids, mildew, root rot and branch dieback.
Styles: Informal and formal upright, broom style, single or multiple trunks,
group plantings, rafts. In all sizes incl. Shohin, Mame and great for root
over/in rock as well!
Some species suitable for Bonsai:
Red-leaved: Seigen, Chishio, Deshojo and Purpureum are more
sensitive, weaker and slower growing than green leaved ones.
Seigen and Chishio have feathery leaves.
Rough-Barked: Arakawa the most vigorous, light green leaves turning
yellow in autumn.
Dwarf Cultivars: Kiyohime, Kashima and Yatsubusa. All have naturally
small leaves, shoots, branching and trunks. Due to dense foliage
need more leave thinning!
There‟s a great post about „Refining a Japanese Maple‟ on
AusBonsai from our Michael S. the „Treeman‟!
http://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=18223

This picture is courtesy of Walter Pall!

Maple leaves variety

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It‟s a good time of year to be on the safe
side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
- Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the health of the
tree
- Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are
susceptible to mildew (Maples, Oaks, Crepe Myrtles). Note that on exceptionally hot days, some of your trees may
need watering twice or even three times, to maintain optimum health.
- Bonsais that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquidambers, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beech, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
- Bonsais that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
- It can be a good idea to separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs.
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer. If you have to make a choice and put some trees in
the afternoon sun, then most conifers and natives can handle these conditions the best.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or shallow pots
as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected by both the sun and the wind
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsais directly under garden trees. Pest and diseases can be passed to
your bonsais.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your display. If
you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked after. Many bonsai
are lost over this time of year.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au
253 Centre Road
Narre Warren South
VIC 3805
Contact us on:
Mobile: 0425 722 827
Landline: (03) 8794 9668
Email: bonsaisensation@hotmail.com
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A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
January & February 2017

Our monthly meeting on 10th January will start with a Bonsai Basics Review on Fertilising Regimes
with our Lindsay H followed by a Workshop Night & Swap and Sale! Display Table: Figs any style
& Members‟ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 28th January, 2:00PM - 4:30PM at Cire Services - former UYCH.
Our first Nursery Trip for the year “DEEP SOUTH” will take place on Saturday 4 th February. Bring
Friends and Family along as well! We‟ll meet between 10:00AM and 10:30AM in the car park at:
Bonsai Sensation Nursery (YVBS major sponsor, with 10% min discount), 253 Centre Rd, Narre
Warren South - Melway 110/E11;
Then we‟ll have a lunch break, which is BYO - with options in Pearcedale for Takeaway/Eatin. We‟ll continue at approximately 1:00PM at Pearcedale Garden Centre (low prices + 10% discount), corner Middle Rd & Baxter - Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale - Melway 140/F6 finishing with
Plantmark Wholesale Nursery - 1075A Western Port Hwy, Langwarrin - Melway 132/G10;
You can join at any part of the trip!
Our monthly meeting on 14th February will be a Workshop Night on - not only - Natives with Craig Wilson & Swap and
Sale! There will be NO Bonsai Basics Review! Display Table: Natives any style & Members‟ Choice.
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 25th February, 2:00PM - 4:30PM at Cire Services - former UYCH.

Other Events
Satsuki Interest Group Meeting on 18th February, 1:30PM - 4:30PM, at Bonsai Art Nursery, 236
Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton.
There‟s no other information available at this point in time!

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

