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Highlights from November & December 2019
The November monthly meeting featured special guest Trevor McComb from Bonsai Art Nursery
who spoke and demonstrated on Azaleas as bonsai. Trevor explained that all azaleas belong to
the genus Rhododendron and group indicum, and that there are three main types:



Indica - the main variety found in most gardens and nurseries. They have large leaves and
flowers, were originally
bred in Belgium, and
flower in early spring.
Every flower on each
plant is the same.



Kurume - smaller leaves
and flowers, but also
flower in early spring.
Originated in Japan.



Satsuki - Breeding
started in Japan 400 to
500 years ago, and
there are now 3000 to
5000 named varieties.
They flower late Spring
Above - Trevor McComb talks azaleas at the November meeting.
to early Summer, and are
better for bonsai than any other group as they are easier to Calendar Dates:
train. They feature great variation in flowers between varie-  14th January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
ties, and even on the one tree!

Trevor has around 70 varieties of Satsuki and Kurume at his
nursery, of which around 50 are currently available for sale.
Satsuki are normally trained as informal upright, semi-cascade,
cascade and root over rock. They are also planted as groups in
Japan, but this is not done so much in Australia.
Pruning is done after flowering. Remove spent flowers including
the seed pods at the flower base, and then reduce the cluster of
new shoots back to two only, choosing ones in the horizontal
plane where practicable. Cut new shoots back to two leaves
unless extension is required. It is always good practice to seal
major cuts during the pruning process.
Repot in early Spring when new shoots first start, or alternatively
immediately after flowering. Satsuki like to be slightly pot-bound.
Don’t over-pot, as the extra water retention may lead to root rot.
When growing Satsuki, always remember that they are basally
dominant, not apically dominant
Continued Page 2






25th January (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
8th February (Saturday) First Nursery
Crawl - Bonsai Sensation at 10:00 to
10:30.
11th February (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
29th February (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from November & December - Cont. From Page 1
as are most other trees. Leave more foliage on the top
than the bottom in order to balance the growth. When
developing a new tree, start by cutting back to one basic trunk line, and cut off all low growth. Wire the trunk
with pleasing curves, being very gentle and careful with
the wiring as Satsuki are quite brittle. Grow this resultant whip until the required height is attained, after
which branches may be developed.
Satsuki are easy to propagate from cuttings and seed.
The main pest that will attack Satsuki is azalea lace
bug, a minute insect on the underneath of the leaves
which produces a salt and pepper effect on the leaves.
Treatment is by applying a systemic insecticide. There
is also a small caterpillar which makes its presence felt
by curling a leaf back on itself. Simply remove the caterpillar and leaf when detected, and it is not generally a
serious problem.
Above - Steve M discussing one of his shohin sized trees.
Apply slow release fertilizer annually (eg Osmocote for Azaleas),
either mixed with the potting soil or buried in holes poked into the soil. Trevor never sprinkles slow release in top of the soil!
Let the surface soil dry out a bit before watering - azaleas do not like having wet feet.
The December meeting featured a show and tell from members who brought in some of their trees, which ranged from works in
development to trees in refinement or maintenance. Much interest and discussion resulted, along with some tips for future action.
Members then enjoyed some festive fare to celebrate the end of a productive year, and the coming Christmas and New Year season.

Bonsai Training Courses in 2020
The Committee is planning on running a number of training courses next year, which will be dependent on interest and numbers
enrolling. We highly recommend the Novice Courses to those new members who are just starting their bonsai journey, as they
provide a firm basis in which to build your bonsai knowledge.



Our traditional 5 week Novice Course running over 5 consecutive Tuesday nights, skipping over our normal Meeting night.
This is planned to commence on 5th May, and the instructor will be Craig Wilson. Cost will be $100 for the full course.
Venue will be the Chirnside Park Hub.



An alternative Novice Course with the same syllabus as above but run on two consecutive Saturdays of 4-5 hours duration
each. This is planned to run on 13th and 20th June. Instructor will be Lindsay H and/or another senior club member. Cost
will be $40 per session. Venue will be the Chirnside Park Hub.



Intermediate Workshops with Craig Wilson are planned for later in the year on dates to be agreed, possibly commencing in
August. Cost to be advised, but will be in the order of $30 per 2-3 hour session. Venue will be the Chirnside Park Hub or
Gentiana Nursery in Olinda, depending on numbers.

Please register your interest in any of these courses with Lindsay H at your earliest convenience, so that organisation and planning can proceed. Contact info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au, or Lindsay on 0403 800 671.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all
of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a book and are
not able to make the next meeting, you can return the book at a
workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Amanda H is originally from Cornwall, England and now resides in Wandin North. She is married
with two grown children and two grandchildren aged 9 and 11.
Amanda is retired, which leaves her just enough time to look after her garden which is nearly a full
time job. She first became interested in Bonsai after seeing the wonderful bonsai collection at the
National Arboretum in Canberra. She joined the Club in 2013 and attended a Novice Course soon
afterwards, but still considers herself a raw beginner. She continues to learn by attending meetings and watching others.
Her bonsai collection comprises about 20 trees, mostly grown from seed or cuttings. She especially likes her Jade bonsai, her Californian redwood, and Wisterias. She has no grand aspirations
with Bonsai, but would consider it a success if she can keep all of her trees alive.
Her other interests include maintaining her 2.5 acre garden, vintage cars, horse riding all over the
world, travelling, alpacas and ducks!

Tip of the Month
Most people would water with a hose, but for small jobs and for applying liquid fertilizer a watering can is essential. 9 litre plastic cans are readily available, but they are a little heavy-handed
for fine application. Small watering cans with the desired characteristics of a long delivery neck
and small rose with fine holes are difficult to find locally at anything but an exorbitant price.
However the two litre plastic watering can pictured can be easily obtained via eBay sellers,
shipped from China for about $A10 including postage. Search for “Watering Can” and scroll
down until you see the appropriate picture.
This can is ideal for applying a Seasol mix after repotting, and for applying liquid fertilizer which has been premixed in a 9 liter can
and transferred progressively to the 2 litre can for fine application.

YVBS Show 2020
Put it in your diaries now! The 2020 YVBS Show will be held on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th May at the Chirnside Park Community Hub. We encourage all members to submit a tree for the Show, so start thinking about which tree/s would be suitable and
start preparations - will your tree need a repot, do the pads and ramification need more work? May will come around before you
realize it.
Consult with senior Club members if you need advice or assistance - they will be happy to help.

Bonsai Week 2020
Bonsai Week 2020 will be held at the National Arboretum in Canberra from Monday 23rd March to Sunday 29th March. Key days
are Thursday 26th March which is the Club Masterclasses, Friday 27th March which has the Bonsai After Hours demonstration
amidst cocktails and canapés, and Saturday 28th March which features the Masterclasses for National Collection donors and
lenders. Observer positions are available for the all-day Masterclasses.
Featured international artists this year are Marija Hajdic from Croatia and Nik Rozman from Slovenia.
Our Club may propose up to two members to participate in the Club Masterclasses, with a ballot being held if the number of total
nominees exceed the maximum class size. The Masterclass is free, but travel and accommodation is not included.
If any member is interested in being nominated for the Masterclass, you will need at least two trees of substance, one for each of
the morning and afternoon sessions. Contact Lindsay for registration. Note - we have one registrant already, a second will be
taken on a first come, first served basis.
NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2019 YVBS Sale Day
The 2019 YVBS Sale Day held on Saturday 30th November at the Chirnside
Park Hub for the first time was an outstanding success. Over 150 visitors
came through the door and many walked out again with their arms full of
purchases.
Our sellers took almost all tables that were available, and most experienced
brisk sales. Everybody made enough to cover their table cost, and some
almost sold out of their stock on hand.
The marketing people on the Committee must be congratulated, because a
substantial proportion of the customers came
from the local community rather than the regular
bonsai community. Many made purchases, and
quite a number joined up to the Club on the day.
They will be the bonsai practitioners of the future.
Thanks to all members who helped with the
running of the day, and all who came along in
support - you all helped make the day a success.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


Thanks to Scott at Dynamite Printing for his assistance with printing the Sale Day flyers.



Thanks to David R and his company Ace Filters for donating signage for the Sale Day.



Thanks to Tracey F for her ongoing support of the Club through donation of her exquisite pots for the raffle.



Thanks to all of our sellers and helpers at the Sale Day - you helped to make it such a success.

First Nursery Crawl 2020
Our first Nursery Crawl will take place on Saturday 8th February, meeting a Bonsai Sensation at 10:00 to 10:30 am, then traveling
to Pearcedale Garden Centre, and finishing at Plantmark Wholesale Nursery Langwarrin. Generally a great day with great bargains to be had. Contact Marlene mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au to register attendance and receive further details.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
The November Last Saturday of the Month Workshop immediately followed the very
successful 2019 Sale Day, and we were joined by new members who enlisted on the
day as well as prospective members who were still thinking about it. Many of the
YVBS members present were called into service to assist with the multitude of new
people requesting their assistance with the trees that they had bought, or brought in.
Our apologies are extended to anybody who had to wait for attention - we promise
that we will try to be more responsive in the future. Our only excuse is that we did not
expect so many people to stay back for the workshop.
A reminder that there is no Last Saturday Workshop in December due to the holiday
period, but we welcome everybody to the January Workshop in 2020.
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Tree Profile: Mugo Pine - Pinus Mugo
General Information: The Mugo, Mountain or Swiss Pine can be a great tree
to work with. Needles tend to be naturally shorter than black pines, radiatas,
or other common pine species. The Mugo pine is a single flush pine,
producing only one flush of growth per growing season - so, no decandling in
early summer! The Mugo is a low-growing pine, reaching typically only about
3m in the wild. Dwarf varieties are also available, which grow less than 1m
and spread, but these should be avoided for bonsai cultivation as they are
generally grafted and do not lend themselves to normal bonsai practices.
Lighting: Place outside in full sun, however some protection from extreme
heat in summer may be warranted - remember, it is a “Mountain” pine. Full
sun helps to promote shorter needle growth.
Temperature: Will tolerate most temperatures in Melbourne, however
protection from extreme heat is recommended.
Watering: Be careful not to overwater, as the Mugo dislikes excessive water,
like most pines. An open free-draining soil mix should be used.
Feeding: Fertilize trees in development year round. Trees in refinement or
maintenance phase should be fertilized from early spring to mid-summer.
Pruning and Wiring: Elongated candles should be shortened to an
appropriate length in early summer, to balance growth throughout the tree. If
there are more than two candles at any location, they can be reduced to two
at this time. In Autumn, you can reduce surplus shoots if you have not done
this in Spring or Summer. Where more than two are growing from the same
location, select two which are growing laterally and in the desired direction,
form a v-shape and are of the same strength. Remove the others. In strong
parts of the tree, pluck excess old needles to balance growth. It is best to
wire the tree from early Autumn to early Spring, but wiring can also be done
after candles shortening in summer
if desired.

Photo courtesy of Australianseed.com

Propagation: From seed or
grafting. Some can be air-layered,
and sometimes cuttings may strike
- try your luck!
Repotting: Mugos have a
reputation for reacting badly to
repotting and root pruning, however
this has resulted when repotting
has occurred in the traditional times
of late Winter/early Spring or
Autumn. Mugo pines are one of
the few, if not only, variety of pine which
Photo courtesy of Bonsai4me.com
prefers a mid-summer repot. The ideal
repotting time would seem to be after the flush of spring growth is extended and
trimmed back, but before the end of summer. Avoid complete bare rooting.
Pests and Diseases: Mugo pines can be affected by aphids, spider mites, scale or
caterpillars, but this is not commonly a problem. Be vigilant, and spray with
insecticide if any pests are discovered. They can also be affected by fungal
diseases and root rot, particularly if kept too wet in winter. Guard against this by
using an open soil mix and placing the tree in a sunny position.

YVBS Display Table Awards
To encourage members to bring along a bonsai of any species and style to each monthly meeting, to be placed on the display
table, the Committee has decided to introduce two separate initiatives.
With the first, any member who brings along a tree for the display table will be asked to fill out a simple ID card for the tree and
owner. All cards will be collected, and a random draw will be made at the end of the year, with a prize being awarded. The more
entries throughout the year, the more chances of winning.
The second initiative will be a new award in memory of Rudi J which will be based on judging of the display table trees by a Committee member at each meeting - 3 points for best tree, 2 points for second best, and 1 point for third best. At the December
meeting, the total points will be tallied, and the member who has accumulated the most points over the year will be awarded the
“Rudi J Award”.
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December meetings.
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It’s a good time of year to be on the safe
side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
- Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the health of the
tree
- Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are
susceptible to mildew (Maples, Oaks, Crepe Myrtles). Note that on exceptionally hot days, some of your trees may
need watering twice or even three times, to maintain optimum health.
- Bonsais that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquidambars, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beeches, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
- Bonsais that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
- It can be a good idea to separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs.
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer. If you have to make a choice and put some trees in
the afternoon sun, then most conifers and natives can handle these conditions the best.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or shallow pots
as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected from both the sun and the wind.
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsais directly under garden trees. Pest and diseases can be passed to
your bonsais.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your display. If
you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked after. Many bonsai
are lost over this time of year.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au
253 Centre Road
Narre Warren South
VIC 3805
Contact us on:
Mobile: 0425 722 827
Landline: (03) 8794 9668
Email: bonsaisensation@hotmail.com
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
January & February 2020

Our monthly meeting on Tuesday 14th January will be a general workshop night. Bring along
your trees for advice if required from experienced members. Display Table - “Ficus, any style or
Member’s Choice”.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on 25th January at Chirnside Park Community
Hub from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
Our first Nursery Crawl of the year will be on Saturday 8th February, commencing at Bonsai Sensation at 10:30am, then lunch in Pearcedale followed by Pearcedale Garden Centre at around
1:30pm, followed by Plantmark Wholesale Nursery Langwarrin at around 3:00pm.
Our monthly meeting on Tuesday 11th February will be a workshop night under the direction of
Craig Wilson, specializing in, but not restricted, to Native Trees. Come along with your trees to
receive Craig’s expert advice. Display Table - “Natives, or Member’s Choice”.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on Saturday 29th February, 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
The Satsuki Interest Group are planning a meeting in February, date to be advised, at Bonsai Art
Nursery in Heatherton. 1:30pm to 4:00pm.
NO OTHER EVENTS HAVE BEEN ADVISED AT THIS STAGE.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
OF OUR MEMBERS!
We look forward to continuing our Bonsai journey with you
all in 2020.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

