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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Highlights from November & December 2020
The November Club meeting was held online through Zoom on our normal meeting night of Tuesday 10th November. As we couldn‟t put it off any longer, the meeting was also our Annual General
Meeting - Officers‟ Reports were presented and a new Committee of Management was elected.
15 members were logged on as present, with an additional 4 proxy instructions being received, so
our quorum was established and the meeting was therefore valid. See the report on the new Committee members later in this newsletter.
The November meeting also featured a Bonsai Basics session presented by Lindsay H on Fertilising and Pest Control. Attending members heard that Fertilising is essential to replenish or add to
the limited nutrients present in bonsai soil mix, and to promote optimum growth for good bonsai
development.

37 F3
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:00pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!

Inside this issue:
Trade & Lib Update

2

Member Profile

3

New Committee

3

Bonsai Training Courses

3

Sale Day

4

Bonsai Wall Calendar

4

Kudos, Accolades, Thanks

4

Saturday Workshops

4

Tree Profile - Pyracantha

5

On The Display Table

6

Bonsai Calendar

7

World Bonsai Convention

7

Looking Ahead

8

Other Events

8

YVBS Forum

8

The essential elements of fertilisers are nitrogen for growth of leaves and stems, phosphorus for
root growth, potassium for fruit and flowers, and trace elements for overall healthy growth. These
are provided though solid slow release fertilisers, either organic (eg Dynamic Lifter, RoosterBooster, blood and bone) or inorganic (eg Osmocote), and liquid fertilisers (eg. Powerfeed, Charlie
Carp).
Fertiliser should be applied throughout the growing season - solid fertiliser perhaps once every one
to two months, and liquid fertiliser every one to two weeks or to personal preference.
Don‟t fertilise during dormancy, for about one month after repotting, and for special purposes for
advanced trees - eg pines when striving for short needle lengths. Be careful with applying phosphorus to some native trees such as banksias, until a tolerance
Calendar Dates:
has been built up.
Lindsay explained that as with many „rules‟ in bonsai, different
practioners have different interpretations, and fertilising regimes
are no different - there is no definitive „right way‟ to fertilise.
Pest control was stated to be a very broad subject, so an overview was presented on types of pests and some available treatments. It was stressed that everybody should be vigilant with
their trees - look for visible bugs, but more importantly look for a
change in appearance or vigour which might suggest a pest
problem.
Insect pests may be broadly classified as Sap Suckers (eg.
aphids, mites, scale, borers), Leaf Eaters (eg. Caterpillars), and
root eaters (eg. Root aphids, curl grubs). The other pest we may
encounter are funguses, affecting the foliage (eg. Mildew, black
spots, myrtle rust, distorted leaves) or roots (eg. Root rot).
Treatment types available are:


Mechanical - physically pick-off or remove the problem.
Continued Page 2








12th January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
30th January (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
9th February (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
20th February (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group meeting. 1:30pm. Bonsai Art
Nursery, Heatherton.
27th February (Saturday) YVBS Special
Sale Day. 10:00am. Chirnside Hub.
27th February (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm.
UYCH.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from November & December - Cont. From Page 1




Topical - once-off, contact based treatment (eg. Pyrethrum natural insecticide, sulphur or phos acid based fungicides, and
traditional remedies such as white oil, soapy water, etc).
Systemic - active for some weeks by getting into the tree‟s vascular system (eg Imidachloprid insecticide such as Confidor,
and Mancozeb fungicide). Note that systemic insecticides in particular kill off the good bugs as well as the bad, and should
be used with caution. They also adversely affect bees, so don‟t use when trees are flowering.

Preventative techniques are obviously preferable, so keep trees strong and healthy and better able to fight off infestations. Place
trees in an open ventilated position, encourage insect predators such as spiders and ladybugs, and don‟t overwater especially in
winter. Be tolerant of small infestation - often the tree will not be badly affected and natural causes will control the pest.
The November meeting also included a brief review of Club giveaway trees from previous years. Regrettably, it was not possible
to provide a Club giveaway tree this year!
The December Club meeting was the first since April
where a physical meeting was possible, following
the relaxation of the Covid lockdown rules. A smallish group of over 20 members celebrated the Christmas breakup at the Hub.
The meeting featured a show and tell on members‟
trees, covering their development history, future
plans, and suggestions sought when practicable.
Tracey F, Marlene J, Steve M, Patrick I, Nick R,
David R, and Lindsay H all brought along trees for
discussion amongst attending members, which was
plentiful, enthusiastic, relevant and helpful.

Very best wishes to all YVBS members from your Committee for Christmas. Happy New Year to all, and
let‟s hope that 2021 is better, healthier and safer than 2020!

Above - Members at the December meeting maintaining social
distancing!
Left - Steve M showing off his
innovative bonsai wiring!
Right - Patrick I talking about his
blue spruce bonsai.

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Member Profile
Stefan D lives in Chirnside Park within walking distance of the Hub venue, after
being raised in Kilsyth South. He lives with his partner and a little black dog, and is
a Biomedical Engineer designing medical instruments.
He has a horticultural background in the vegetable garden game, and became interested in bonsai a year or so ago as a natural progression from indoor plants.
Most of his current bonsai knowledge comes from YouTube.
Stefan‟s personal bonsai collection is in its infancy and still growing. His bonsai
goal at this time and for the immediate future is to keep learning to develop his
bonsai knowledge and tree collection.
Stefan joined the club during the height of the Covid lockdown after finding our online presence, but has already been a regular participant in our Zoom sessions,
and at our resumed physical meetings.

Bonsai Training Courses
Following the forced cancellation of the Introduction to Bonsai training course for novices in 2020, it is hoped that this can successfully proceed in 2021. Proposed dates are Saturday 27th March, 9:00am to 1:00pm, for the first half, and Saturday 24th April,
9:00am to 1:00pm for the second half, both to be held at the Chirnside Park Community Hub. Participants can continue on with
practical work at the scheduled Last Saturday of the Month workshops which will immediately follow the class. Practical work is
considered important, but there will probably be insufficient time available within the actual hours scheduled for the course.
Cost will be $100 for the full course, instructor will be Lindsay H, and comprehensive training course notes will be provided.
There will also be a tree provided on which to practice what you have learnt!
Registrants from the cancelled 2020 course will have first preference on places in the March/April 2021 course, if booked prior to
the end of January 2021. New registrants may also immediately apply for a place, but will not be confirmed until after January.
Please note that previous registrants are requested to re-book a place on the new course.
Depending on the number of registrations and interest, a second course may be scheduled for later in the year, probably around
June and July.
Register for the Course using the sign-in sheets at meetings and workshops, or even better, send an email to linhad14@gmail.com or call/message on 0403 800 671. Registrations are now open.

New Committee
Following our delayed Annual General Meeting, held via an on-line Zoom meeting in November, a new Committee of Management has been elected which comprises a mix of previous contributors and new faces. The Committee comprises:
President - Geoff P (re-elected)

Vice-President - Steve M (re-elected)

Secretary - Lindsay H (re-elected)

Treasurer - Richard R (re-elected)

Marketing - David R (re-elected)

Membership - Marlene J (re-elected)

General Members - Nick R (re-elected), Tracey F, Karen L, Martin G (newly elected)
Thanks to all members who re-stood for positions on the Committee, but a special thanks to those new members who volunteered
to become more involved in the future management of the Club. New blood brings new life and ideas to the Club, keeping us
dynamic and responsive to members‟ needs.
Also, thanks to retiring Committee member Barry M for his contribution to the past Committee.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 35L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2021 YVBS February Sale Day
After the forced cancellation of our regular 2020 Sale Day in November, it
has been decided to stage a special Sale Day in February 2021. Too many
members have bulging benches and shelves and need to reduce stock!
The Sale Day will be held on Saturday 27th February from 10:00am to
1:00pm at the Chirnside Park Community Hub in Kimberley Drive. Members
of the public who make a purchase may attend the following Club Last Saturday of the Month Workshop commencing at 1:00pm.
Any members who wish to book a table at the Sale Day should contact
Marlene J (mjerlitschka@iprimus.com.au or 0418 147 871) as soon as possible, as tables are limited.

2021 YVBS Wall Calendar
Despite some difficulties in obtaining photos of members‟ trees during 2020, sufficient images were gathered and a wall calendar has been produced. It is now available for delivery or pickup. Price is $10 each.
Place your order with Lindsay H (linhad14@gmail.com or 0403 800 671) and negotiate pickup/delivery, or purchase at the January Club meeting or Last Saturday of the
Month workshop.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


Thanks to Bonsai Society of Victoria for kindly inviting YVBS members to join some of their online Zoom demonstrations during the Covid lockdown period.



Thanks once more to our member Tracey F from Murrumbung Studio Ceramics for very generously donating a number of
pots to be used for our raffles at our monthly meetings.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
Our Last Saturday of the Month workshop was finally able to re-commence in
November following the easing of the Covid restrictions, and a number of members attended for face to face (or at least, mask to mask) interactions to work on
their trees and share views and advice.
All members, and especially our newer members, are reminded that the Club
holds Last Saturday of the Month workshops from 1:00pm to 4:00pm at the
Chirnside Park Hub, every month apart from December. It‟s a great opportunity
to work on your trees, look at what others are doing, obtain bonsai advice, pick
up supplies from the Trade Table, or just share a coffee or tea with like-minded
people. Its also a likely first meeting place for prospective new members, who
drop in to check us out! All are welcome.
Above - Members at work at the November Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Firethorn - Pyracantha
General information: Firethorn is a large, evergreen shrub with
glossy dark green oval leaves and small white flowers in summer,
but it‟s cherished for its spectacular autumn and winter display of
yellow, orange or scarlet berries on spreading, spiny stems and
ability to withstand dry and droughty conditions. Firethorn typically
grows into a tangled mound up to 3 m by 3.5 m wide; it can be used
to make hedges for home security.
Pyracantha is in the Rosaceae family and is native to an area
ranging from southwest Europe to South East Asia. It is considered
to be a weed in Victoria, being easily spread by ingestion of the
berries by birds and later dispersal of the seeds. The berries are
safe for human consumption, but are insipid and the seeds are
mildly poisonous.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun or partial shade throughout the
year but will need protection from frosts or freezing winds. Needs
well ventilated position to help fight fungal diseases.
Watering: Daily throughout the growing season. Keep moist at all
times. A very thirsty species. Never ever let the soil dry out
completely. May need to be placed in a water tray on very hot or
windy days.
Feeding: Weekly from early spring until flowering, then once fruit
has developed every two weeks until mid-autumn. Feed for flower
and fruit production, that is, use a fertilizer high in phosphorus and
potassium and low in nitrogen. Don‟t skimp on potash!
Pruning and wiring: Shorten new shoots on established branches
in late spring to two sets of leaves and prune older wood in either
early spring or late summer. Remove large leaves throughout the
growing season.
Rest plant every third year by removing flowers as they form.
Constant flowering and fruiting can result in a tree that is over
stressed.
Take care when wiring, as old woody branches are brittle.
Propagation: From seed sown in autumn. Softwood cuttings in
summer, use heel cuttings for better results. Air layering may be
done in spring and early summer. Can take a long to form roots!
Repotting: Every two to three years in early spring with 80% good
quality potting mix and 20% coarse sand or equivalent material.
The soil should be moisture retentive. Position the roots during
repotting!
Pests and diseases: Spiders like to squat on these and common
harmful pests include fireblight, scale, miners, aphids, and caterpillars:
organic pest oil works well as a broad spectrum.
Styles: Informal Upright, Slanting, Cascade, Semi-cascade, Literati,
Group planting and Saikei.
Some species suitable for bonsai:
P. angustifolia, (orange-red fruit), is the most common, but
P. coccinea, (red fruit), is better suited for frost susceptible areas.
P. crenulata, (the evergreen variety, orange-red fruit), is also very
common.
And many other available varieties.
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A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
December meeting.
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It‟s a good time of year to be on the safe
side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
- Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the health of the
tree
- Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are
susceptible to mildew (Maples, Oaks, Crepe Myrtles). Note that on exceptionally hot days, some of your trees may
need watering twice or even three times, to maintain optimum health.
- Bonsai that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquidambars, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beeches, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
- Bonsai that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
- It can be a good idea to separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs.
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer. If you have to make a choice and put some trees in
the afternoon sun, then most conifers and natives can handle these conditions the best.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or shallow pots
as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected from both the sun and the wind.
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsai directly under garden trees. Pests and diseases can be passed to
your bonsai.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your display. If
you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked after. Many bonsai
are lost over this time of year.

World Bonsai Convention 2021
Regrettably, the AABC and World Bonsai Convention organizers
have advised that the Perth Convention scheduled to be held in
2021 has been postponed, and is now scheduled to be held in 2022.
It seems as if the organizers are not confident that international
travel will be back to normal next year, and thus the presence of the
many expected international presenters and attendees could not be
assured.
More details about the rescheduled event will be advised as soon as
they become available. Updates will also be posted on the Convention website:
https://www.worldbonsaiconvention2021.com/

International promotion has commenced for this important
event in Australia. The current issue of Bonsai Focus magazine, 167/190 6/2020 contains a very good article on Australian
bonsai featuring Melaleucas, entitled “Bark Like Paper”. A plug
for the Convention features prominently within the article.
Check out this Bonsai Focus magazine in the YVBS library along with all of the other issues of this publication and its forerunner Bonsai Today.
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A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
January & February 2021

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 12th January will be a Workshop night - bring along your own
trees to work on, and to seek assistance from experienced members if required. Good time to
work on ficus and natives! Swap and Sale also available. Display Table - Figs - Any Style, and
Member‟s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on Saturday 30th January at Chirnside Park
Community Hub from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 9th February will be a presentation and demonstration by our
guest presenter, honorary member and very experienced bonsai practitioner Craig Wilson, topic
TBA. Display Table - Natives Any Style, and Member‟s Choice.
A YVBS Special Sale Day will be held on Saturday 27th February at Chirnside Park Community
Hub from 10:00am to 1:00pm, immediately prior to the Saturday Workshop. Sales tables will feature YVBS members
and selected guests, containing bonsai, starters, materials and pots.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on Saturday 27th February at Chirnside Park Community Hub from
1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
The Satsuki Interest Group will hold a meeting on Saturday 20th February at Bonsai Art Nursery,
236 Old Dandenong Rd, Heatherton. 1:30pm to 4:00pm.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are
kept for at least six months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

