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Bonsai to me: A little tree in a container that
touches my soul.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au

Walter Pall

The Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society Newsletter
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Highlights from November & December 2021
The November meeting was held in
person following the end of lockdown, and it was good to see people
again and share bonsai experiences.
The meeting featured special guest
presenter Barry Cairns who spoke
and demonstrated on Satsuki Azaleas as bonsai.
Barry explained that satsuki is very
big in Japan, to the extent that they
run standalone satsuki bonsai
shows, normally held at the peak of
the flowering season. All bonsai
styles are applied to satsuki in Japan, but we tend to be more limited
in Australia.
The prime attraction of satsuki is the
variation in flowers, between trees, on the same tree, and even
from year to year on the same tree. Pinks and reds are the
dominant colours, but white is highly prized. There are over
1000 named varieties of satsuki in Japan

Above - Barry Cairns demonstrates
a satsuki whip at the November

Calendar Dates:

Over or under watering are the primary reasons why satsuki
may die - Barry says to stick a finger into the pot to the first
knuckle, if moisture is felt then don‟t water. If not, then water
until it comes out the bottom of the pot.



Azaleas are basally dominant rather than apically dominant like
most plants, so height can be difficult to attain. When growing
from young, it is best to make a “whip” by cutting off all of the
lower branches, leaving just a few shoots right at the top to encourage the tree to grow tall. Branches can be grown from
lower shoots once the desired height is reached. Wire the whip
for trunk movement, and sort out roots radially while young.
Massage the wire into curves rather than abrupt bending - satsuki are very brittle. It also helps to apply a twist to the curve at
the same time. Major cuts should be sealed.



A good open soil mix should be used. Japanese kanuma soil is
often used for azaleas in combination with other materials including pumice and scoria. Barry recommends to include slow
release fertilizer such as Osmocote into the mix when potting,
as it is proven to be 20% more
Continued Page 2






12th January (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
29th January (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
9th February (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
26th February (Saturday) YVBS Sale Day.
10:00am to 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.
26th February (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm. Chirnside Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from November & December - Cont. From Page 1
effective when buried rather than scattered on the
soil surface. While many practitioners recommend repotting after flowering, satsuki don‟t like to
be repotted when the weather is very hot. Barry
often repots in early spring prior to flowering to be
safe. He also prefers deeper pots for azaleas to
lower the water table and help protect from root
rot.
When pruning, be careful when cutting off major
branches. Branches are directly tied to root sections, so a major cut can cause die back down the
trunk and into the roots. One technique to get
around this is to prune in stages by first cutting a
wedge into the branch, in conjunction with removing some other growth on the branch to reduce
sap load. This diverts sap flow into alternate
paths up the trunk, so that the branch can be
more safely removed the following season. Another technique
for smaller branches is to leave a stub rather than flush-cutting
the branch.

Above - Alan H talks about the development of his broom
style Chinese elm at the December meeting..

To maximize flowers on mature trees, remove all green shoots that form around the flower buds early in the season. They will
reform again after flowering. Don‟t allow water to contact the flowers once opened! This will drastically reduce the appearance
and longevity of the flowers.
The December meeting was our end of year breakup, and featured a Show and Tell on trees brought in by members. This session ranged from a brief history of the tree‟s development and future plans, to requests for suggestions for future actions or to
solve problems with the tree. A lively discussion often ensued!
A free tree was given away to all attending members, to compensate for not receiving one at the September virtual AGM. This
year, a Leptospermum (Tea Tree) scoparium cross seedling was selected. It was explained that the seedling should be cut back,
repotted, and trunk wired for shape while young. A five year old tree of a similar variety was on hand to illustrate the rapid development that can be achieved on this type of material. Looking forward to progress reports next year!

Bonsai Training Courses
The next Bonsai Introduction Training Course for novices is scheduled in two parts for Saturday 26th March and Saturday 30th
April 2022, at the Chirnside Park Hub, from 9:00am to 1:00pm immediately prior to the normal end of month workshop. Numbers
are limited to minimum 6, maximum 12. Comprehensive course notes and a tree to work on are included in the course fee of
$100.
Three members have already enrolled in the course, interested others should advise Lindsay H (linhad14@gmail.com or 0403 800
671) as soon as possible. Enrollments will be restricted to members until mid January 2022, after which if there are still vacancies, the opportunity to enroll will be offered to the Chirnside Park Hub administration, who have already had expressions of interest registered from a number of people.
Most of the long-standing members of our club have sat the course in their early days as members, and all newer members are
encouraged to participate to gain an excellent grounding in the basics of our art and craft.

Library Check-out!

Trade Table Cheque-out!

YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting,
you can return the book at a workshop or even
post it to the club PO Box. Now under the management of new Librarian Fiona M!

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.
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Display Table
We have a Display Table set up at each monthly meeting where members can show one or two of their trees in accordance with
the scheduled theme of the night as noted on the syllabus, or of their own choice. This enables them to show off their work, but
more importantly provides all other members with a source of inspiration and instruction.
The Committee has implemented an award scheme to encourage members to participate in the Display Table. All members who
display a tree will fill out a card with details of the tree and their name. The cards will be collected over the course of a calendar
year, and one will be drawn during the December meeting and a significant prize awarded to the lucky winner.
A draw was not made in 2020 due to the Covid-restricted number of meetings, and it is intended that the cards for 2020 and 2021
will be combined and a single draw performed. This was not done at the 2021 December meeting for logistical reasons, but instead will be done at the January meeting in 2022. We have a very nice hand-made pot to be given as the prize.
The competition will start anew in 2022, and hopefully we can complete a full set of 12 meetings so that a draw can be made at
the last meeting of the year in December.
The Committee also has intentions of implementing a voting system for the best bonsai display of each night, which will then be
tallied up at the end of the year and a winner announced for a perpetual trophy. This will be completely independent of the display table participant draw.

Special Tutored Workshop
We are fortunate to have secured the services of Chris Xepapas, a bonsai professional
resident in Tasmania and part of the AABC Visiting Tutor Program, to demonstrate at our
April 2022 meeting. In conjunction with his visit, we will stage a special workshop on the
Sunday morning prior to the meeting, 10th April, where Chris will work with up to 8 participants on one of their trees, to either initially style a raw tree or to improve a previouslystyled tree. All trees will be supplied by each participant from their own collection.
It has been a number of years since the club has organized such workshops by visiting
experts, so we encourage any member with suitable material to enroll in the workshop.
Although restricted to a maximum of 8 participants, we will look to run a second workshop
in the afternoon if there is sufficient interest. Participants will pay $30 each per workshop.
Observers may attend at no charge, but should stand back to allow Chris to interact freely
with each participant.
Heritage Bonsai Tasmania Shofu-en is owned and operated by Chris Xepapas. Chris
Xepapas has 24 years experience and is a registered Demonstrator with the Association
of Australian Bonsai Clubs Visiting Tutor Program. Chris has also recently studied in Japan several times under bonsai masters Urushibata-san and Fujikawa-san. Shofu-en is a
name given to Heritage Bonsai Tasmania by Urishibata-san, which translates to „bringing the teachings of Taisho-en‟ to
Heritage Bonsai Tasmania from Japan.
Chris is a very knowledgeable and personable bonsai practitioner who is adept at getting his message across. Interested
members should contact Lindsay H (linhad14@gmail.com or 0403 800 671) to enroll for the workshop as soon as possible.

Membership Renewals Past-Due
Members are reminded that membership fees for the 2021/22 year were due on 1 July 2021. They are $30 for an individual and
$40 for a family resident at the same address. Any members who are yet to pay can forward their subscription by cheque to
YVBS, PO Box 345, Mt Evelyn 3796, or by direct deposit to the club account (BSB 633-108, Account No, 134 721 257).
Any members who wish to query their status (i.e. to see if they have already paid!) can contact Marlene J
(mjerlitschka@iprimus.com or 0418 147 871). If any members do not wish to renew, we respectfully request that you advise
Marlene so that we can alter our records. Any members who do not renew by 31st December 2021 will be automatically removed
from our membership list, and will have to pay a rejoining fee if they wish to be reinstated.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $30.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $35.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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NBPCA Article
The bonsai pictured is believed to be the oldest tree in Australia to
have been grown and designed specifically for bonsai that is still alive
today. It was kindly donated to the National Bonsai & Penjing Collection of Australia (NBPCA) by Dorothy Koreshoff and was originally
grown by her late husband Vita.
Vita arrived in Brisbane, Australia, from Manchuria in 1928, with his
parents and sister. Initially because his mother was feeling homesick,
Vita was prompted to make a few bonsai, thinking that these would
serve to remind his mother of their previous home. This began Vita‟s
interest and enjoyment in creating and growing bonsai, an interest that
he continued to enjoy for the rest of his life.
In their home in Brisbane, some of the trees that Vita had propagated
were planted into the ground when the decision was made to move
from Brisbane to Sydney. However, a number of trees were brought to
Sydney at the time of this move, one of them being the pictured
“Sawara cypress” (Chamaecyparis pisifera „Squarrosa‟), grown from
cutting in 1937.
The tree has had many techniques applied to it. It was split down the centre to alter a bar branched appearance, but after 50
years the callous has almost filled the gap. Vita also formed sinews on the trunk by making a sliced cut down the trunk, allowing it
to callous before slicing again and again, which produced depth and appeal as a raised sinew. As time passed, the trunk has developed into the most interesting feature to reflect its age.
Tree dimensions – 1200 high (including pot) x 1300 wide.
( With thanks to Leigh Taafe, curator of the NBPCA)

NBPCA Patron
The National Arboretum Canberra (NAC) and the National Bonsai & Penjing Collection of Australia (NBPCA) are pleased to announce the appointment of the inaugural NBPCA Patron. This will be Mr Lindsay Bebb.
Mr Bebb‟s profile within the global bonsai community will assist the NBPCA achieve its aspirations and strategic goals at an international level. Mr Bebb has had a long involvement with the NBPCA, beginning with the inaugural Bonsai Management Committee, who were instrumental in the establishment of the NBPCA, along with other roles in the Collection Advisory Committee. He
has a thorough understanding of the NBPCA and will be a great asset to the team into the future.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshops were able to commence in October and continue in November, and a group of members and guests enjoyed the opportunity to gather in person again. The workshops are a relaxed place to work on our trees, discuss our bonsai activities with likeminded people, or seek advice or assistance. They also often provide a first
point of contact for interested parties who are considering learning more
about bonsai or joining the club. Visitors are always welcome!
Note - there is no Saturday Workshop in December due to the holiday period!
Right - Members and visitors at the November Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Leptospermum Species - Tea Tree
General information: The genus Leptospermum (Tea Tree) is represented by over
80 species in Australia, with a handful occurring in New Guinea, Indonesia and
Borneo. Tea trees have a wide range in Australia, occurring from tropical to cool
temperate zones, and from rain forests to the semi- and arid areas. They have
generally very striking bark, often flakey, papery or fibrous. The trunk often has a
ropey appearance. Generally small leaves and flowers followed by woody seed
capsules.
Position: Full sun is preferred, but will grow in partial shade but ramification may be
more difficult.
Watering: Keep moist all the time. Lack of water is a death sentence - they can go
from healthy to dead in a matter of hours! NO wet feet, because of root rot!
Feeding: Normal fertilizing regime.
Repotting: Best during the hot weather when they are growing strongly, use free
draining mix. Depending on variety, they can dislike extensive root pruning - do as
little as possible and only reduce the root ball over time on established trees. Best to
arrange a radial root spread when they are young and vigorous. When growing from
young stock, pot them up frequently to encourage rapid growth.
Pruning & Wiring: Keep pinching new shoots back to shape the tree, can bud back
on old wood but best to only cut back to green growth. Repotting, pruning and wiring
should be done at different times, or the tree will be over-stressed. Responds well to
wiring and branches set quickly - any wire marks are generally grown over quickly
due to the flakey bark.
„Propagation: Most tea trees grow easily from cuttings - keep them moist. Also
easily grown from seed - collect unopened seed capsule from the tree and store in a
closed paper or plastic bag or any other closed container. When the capsules dry
out, the very fine seeds are released - give the bag or container a vigorous shake to
encourage release! Sprinkle the seed on a tray of seed raising mix and keep moist.
When the seedlings are about 1cm tall, carefully transplant them into tubes or small
pots.
Pests and diseases: The main problem on tea trees is webbing caterpillars - small
caterpillars which form a dense mass of fibrous webs containing dead leaves and
waste products. Easily seen if vigilant - spray with pyrethrum, and then manually
remove webs with fingers or tweezers. Sooty mould has also been experienced treat with fungicide or other commercial product.
Styles: Most styles including - Informal Upright, Slanting, Semi-cascade and Shohin
and Mame.
Species suitable for bonsai:
Leptospermum laevigatum, commonly known as the Coastal Tee Tree. Rough,
twisted bark and white flowers.
Leptospermum scoparium, and various
crosses which have been commercialized as
Mesmereyes, Merindi, etc. Range from small Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au
to medium pink and red flowers
Leptospermum lanigerum, commonly known
as the Woolly Tea Tree. Fine silky hair on
branches, leaves and seed capsules. White
flowers.
Leptospermum macrocarpum, rough bark and
white, pink or red flowers.
Leptospermum petersonii, commonly known
as the Lemon-scented Tea Tree. White
flowers, native to Eastern Australia, lance-shaped leaves.
Leptospermum liversidgei, also commonly known as lemon-scented tea-tree, olive tea
tree, or lemon tea tree, is a shrub to 4 m found naturally growing in
wet coastal heath in Eastern Australia.
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on
display at the November and December
meetings.
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Bonsai Calendar: January - February
Watering and Position should be the main focus during the summer months. It‟s a good time of year to be on the safe
side when it comes to caring for your trees.
Watering
- Water evenly and thoroughly. This will encourage roots to grow at the bottom of the pot improving the health of the
tree
- Water in the mornings. If this is not possible, water in the evenings but avoid wetting the foliage on species that are
susceptible to mildew (Maples, Oaks, Crepe Myrtles). Note that on exceptionally hot days, some of your trees may
need watering twice or even three times, to maintain optimum health.
- Bonsai that will require more water: Maples, Camellias, Azaleas, Liquidambars, Elms, Wisterias, Alders, Taxodiums, Beeches, Hornbeams, Pyracanthas, Banksias, Melaleucas, other natives
- Bonsai that will require less water: Pines, Cedars, Corokias,
- It can be a good idea to separate your trees into categories based on their watering needs.
Position
- Morning sun is best. Avoid the afternoon sun in the summer. If you have to make a choice and put some trees in
the afternoon sun, then most conifers and natives can handle these conditions the best.
- Consider the species and pot size when arranging your display. Take extra care when using small or shallow pots
as they will dry out quickly.
- Species such as Beech, Hornbeam, Maples, Spruce will scorch if not protected from both the sun and the wind.
- When looking for shade, avoid placing bonsai directly under garden trees. Pests and diseases can be passed to
your bonsai.
Summer is a great time to work on your benches, watering systems, shade cloth and weed around your display. If
you are going away for the holidays, put some serious thought into how your trees will be looked after. Many bonsai
are lost over this time of year.

AABC Update - 9th World Bonsai Convention
The World Bonsai Federation has accepted the AABC
Organising Committee‟s recommendation that the 9th
World Bonsai Convention, scheduled for Perth in 2021 but
postponed to 2022 due to Covid restrictions, be held as a
virtual online event. It was felt that international presenters
and delegates would be reluctant to commit to travel during
2022.
Further details on the program content and the registration
process will be announced as quickly as the AABC can
update the Convention website and sign a contract with
their preferred partner to provide the on-line package. The
cost for registration as a delegate for this virtual event will
be very reasonable as no accommodation and venue hire
costs are involved. The partnering firm is experienced in
running on-line virtual conferences. Basically registrants
will be able to login to the Convention and view the demonstrations. Of course no one wants to sit in front of a monitor or TV
screen for extended periods so similar to TV iView replay functions, registrants can replay a demonstration at a later time.
Club members are being encouraged to send in high resolution photos when their trees are at their peak, for the Photographic
Exhibition associated with the Convention. To make the exhibition consistent, as if all trees are on display in one area, a standard display set up is to be used by clubs Guidelines regarding the background and table covering for the photographs was included in the YVBS September/October 2021 newsletter. Entries will close on the 15th of May 2022, although early submission is
preferred.
The 9th WBC will be held in conjunction with the now designated 33rd AABC National Convention as virtual online conventions
for 2022. It has also been announced that the 34th AABC National Convention will be held in Perth in May 2023. This decision
has been made so that the prepaid deposit AABC had already paid to the venue for the postponed and now virtual on-line 9th
WBC can be utilized. More details will be advised in due course.
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A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
January & February 2022

The monthly meeting on Tuesday 12th January at 7:30pm will be a workshop night - bring along
your trees to work on and seek advice or assistance if required. Display Table - “Figs Any Style”,
or Member‟s Choice.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on Saturday 29th January from 1:00pm to
4:00pm.
The monthly meeting on Tuesday 9th February at 7:30pm will feature special guest presenter Michael Simonetto, who will talk on “Natives as Bonsai”. Michael is a valued honorary member of
our club with a wealth of bonsai experience, so this should be a night not to be missed. Display
Table - “Natives Any Style”, or Member‟s Choice.
The YVBS Special Sale Day will be held on Saturday 26th February from 10:00am to 1:00pm at
the Chirnside Park Hub. Members wishing to book a sales table should contact Marlene J as soon as possible.
The Last Saturday of the Month Workshop will be on Saturday 26th February, immediately following the Special sale
Day, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Other Events
There are no other events advised for January and February. Longer term events are:
The Victorian Native Bonsai Club has their 2022 Exhibition scheduled for Friday 18th March and
Saturday 19th March at the Preston Town Hall.
The NBPCA will stage “Bonsai Reshaped 2022” on 24th - 27th March 2022 at the National Arboretum in Canberra. Refer https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/visit/whats-on/schoolholidays-and-feature-events/bonsai-reshaped-2022/_recache for details.
The 9th Symposium on Australian Plants as Bonsai, “Bonsai on the Edge”, will be sponsored by
the Bonsai Society of Southern Tasmania and held at Hadley‟s Orient Hotel, Hobart on Saturday 30th April and Sunday
1st May 2022.

YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” or in “Library” and are
kept for at least six months. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the club gmail yarravalleybonsai@gmail.com so that he may add you as a club member user, or if you have any difficulties. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact us via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

