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Inside this issue:

Highlights from September & October 2012
The September club meeting featured a very informative and entertaining presentation by visiting expert (and now Club Member) Michael Simonetto on “Flowering Prunus, Apricots, Cherries and Wisteria”. As with his previous presentations and demonstrations, Michael gave great advice and useful hints on developing these flowering species into attractive bonsai – no doubt inspiring many in the
audience into also having a go.
The October club meeting was a workshop concentrating on preparing trees for the Show, ably led by President Rudi who also provided
hands on assistance where required. The benefits were seen in the
very well-presented trees submitted for the Show.
The YVBS Bonsai Show was held in October, and is reported on
later in the newsletter.
Other club activities over the last two months included a Special
Saturday Workshop with Quentin Valentine (ably assisted by Steve,
president of BSV), who imparted his insights and expertise to a
group of ten club member participants and numerous observers.
Quentin very fairly shared his time between all participants, which
was well appreciated by everybody.
The other club activity of the period was the third nursery crawl to
the “Deep South”, visiting a new nursery
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Upper Right and Middle - Michael Simonetto‟s presentation on
flowrering trees - A Prunus with last year‟s growth, then removed
ready for the coming season
Below- pruning of blossoms (prematurely, in some people‟s
eyes!)

Calendar Dates:








3 November (Saturday) YVBS-sponsored
Nursery Crawl #4—Home Stumping
Ground.
3 and 4 November (Saturday and Sunday) Ballarat Bonsai Exhibition. 10:00am
Ballarat.
3 and 4 November (Saturday and Sunday) Goldfields Bonsai Exhibition.
10:00am Castlemaine.
10 and 11 November (Saturday and
Sunday) Geelong Bonsai Show. 9:00 am
Geelong.
13 November (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:00pm Morrisons.
17 November (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
Group meeting. 1:30pm Bonsai Art
Nursery
24 November (Saturday) “Last Saturday
of the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm Morrisons.
11 December (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. Christmas breakup! 7:00pm
Morrisons.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from September and October - Cont. from Page 1
Facey’s Wholesale, Wright’s Wholesale Azalea
Nursery, Pearcedale Nursery, and Lorraine
Simpson pottery. Many bargains were obtained,
and many pots brought home, including a number of pots purchase by the Club for sale at the
Show and at club meetings.
The Club’s first Calendar has been produced
and printed, and is ready for sale at the next
Club Meetings and events. This high quality
calendar featuring members’ trees is available
to members at a price of $12.50.
Above - The October club meeting
with members receiving valuable
advice on tree presentation for the
Show
Left - Special Saturday Workshop by
Quentin Valentine
Right - Happy Shoppers on the Third
Club Nursery Trip for the year

Trade Table Cheque-out!

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the new bonsai
magazine produced by the Association of
Australian Bonsai Clubs. Copies of all issues are in the library for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the
checkout period for books and other library material is one
month. If you check out a book and are not able to make the
next meeting, you can return the book to Bill at Morrisons during
office hours or even post it to the club PO Box.

The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening
kit, available for use at meetings.
Anything else you would like to
see stocked? Just advise at the
trade table or to any committee
member.

www.atozbonsai.com.au
Supporting Our local club….

Open every day 10:00am to
4:00pm, except Mondays.
A to Z Bonsai
429 Monbulk Road,
Monbulk
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2012 YVBS Show
The 3rd Yarra Valley Bonsai Society Show was held on Saturday 20th
October at the Montrose Town Centre Hall in Montrose. The display of
over 100 trees from club members was around the same size as previous shows, but in accordance with the organizing committee’s philosophy, many trees were different from the last Show and some were
shown for the first time, which all helps to maintain continuing interest
and a certain uniqueness to our Show.
As usual, there was a significant number of native bonsai trees on
display, prominently featured on the stage area of the exhibition hall.
In addition to the display trees, our supplementary activities at the
Show included continuous bonsai demonstrations, a Kids’ Workshop
(which attracted about 12 participating youngsters), a display of
suiseki, and a display of trees in training and a bonsai progression
series.
The Show was supported by trade tables from the club and club members, as well as many businesses in the bonsai trade.
This year’s Show attracted a record number of visitors. Almost 200
people (not counting Club members) visited the exhibition during the
single day opening hours of 10:00am to 4:00pm, which is some 80%
up on the last Show.
Special thanks must be offered to our visitors from other bonsai clubs,
especially to those travelling from Geelong and also the 18 bonsai
enthusiasts from Bendigo who joined the bus trip from that Club. In all,
23% of total visitors to the show were members of other bonsai clubs.
Half of all YVBS members attended the Show, and a total of 34 members assisted in the setup and pull down. Needless to say, the pull
down was again done in near record time of about 20 minutes - although the setup took a bit longer!
Club treasurer Julie reports that the takings from the Show are sufficient to cover all costs, and leave a little bit over to add to the Club’s
coffers to finance ongoing activities.
A big congratulations and well done to all members - you should feel
proud of the success of our latest Show, and of the progress that has
been made by such a young club.
Photographs by Davor T.
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The regular column by Craig Wilson of Gentiana Nursery.

FEEDING GROWING AND PRUNING
We are now well into what should be the busiest season for bonsai growers. Once your winter/early spring potting is done you can
relax for a while and watch the trees come to life. That relaxation period is over now and its time to get to work.
Late spring and right through summer is the season when your trees should be growing the most and so its pruning season.
The whole process of growing bonsai is feeding, growing and pruning. During the earliest stage of a trees life the growing is all
about developing a trunk so the pruning is infrequent and hopefully very hard and the growth should be coarse and strong. Once
the trunk has grown to your desired size then you move on to branches and again you feed grow cut back and repeat, repeat and
repeat slowly developing an interesting branch, sub-branch structure. The more often you cut back and regrow the more interesting the branches will be.
When you finally start working on the trees ramification then the really intensive work starts and will continue throughout the trees
life. The same process applies. Feed grow and prune only from now on the pruning will be of leaves and twigs, its frequent and
exacting work but very rewarding. This process can only be achieved with a rigorous feeding regime, if your trees are not being
fed they won’t grow much and certainly won’t improve. Achieving a delicate branch ramification on a bonsai is a lifetimes work and
this work can be lost with a very short period of neglect so if you want to grow first class trees you have to be on the job year after
year.
In order to feed your trees heavily you need to be very conscious of using the correct potting medium. Constant feeding can only
be practised if your mix is without fines and most of the particles should be approximately the same size so the fertilisers do not
linger in the potting mix but are constantly flowing through.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To Quentin, assisted by Steve, for running the special workshop in September.



To Michael Simonetto for his presentation on flowering trees at the September club meeting



To all donors of prizes to the Show raffle and Trade Table - Bonsai Art Nursery, Orient Bonsai Nursery, Chojo Feature Trees,
Baloc Nursery, Pat Kennedy Pots, Gentiana Nursery. Your generous support for our Club is greatly appreciated.



To all business who took a trade table at the Show - Bonsai Art, Orient Bonsai, Pat Kennedy Pots, Bruce Argaet. Again,
thank you for your generous support.



To Dynamite Printing for the Show flyers, and for completing and delivering the first Club Calendar in time for display and
sale at the Show.
www.orientbonsai.com.au
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Tree Profile: Firethorn - Pyracantha
General information: Firethorn is a large, evergreen shrub with glossy dark green oval
leaves and small white flowers in summer, but it’s cherished for its spectacular autumn
and winter display of yellow, orange or scarlet berries on spreading, spiny stems and
ability to withstand dry and droughty conditions. Firethorn typically grows into a tangled
mound up to 3 m by 3.5 m wide; it can be used to make hedges for home security.
Lighting and Temperature: Full sun or partial shade throughout the year but will need
protection from frosts or freezing winds. Needs well ventilated position to help fight
fungal diseases.
Watering: Daily throughout the growing season. Keep moist at all times. A very thirsty
species. Never ever let the soil dry out completely. May need to be placed in a water
tray on very hot or windy days.
Feeding: Weekly from early spring until flowering, then once fruit has developed every
two weeks until mid-autumn. Feed for flower and fruit production, that is, use a fertilizer high
in phosphorus and potassium and low in nitrogen. Don’t skimp on potash!
Pruning and wiring: Shorten new shoots on established branches in late spring to two sets
of leaves and prune older wood in either early spring or late summer. Remove large leaves
throughout the growing season.
Rest plant every third year by removing flowers as they form. Constant flowering and
fruiting can result in a tree that is over stressed.
Take care when wiring, as old woody branches are brittle.
Propagation: From seed sown in autumn. Softwood cuttings in summer, use heal cuttings
for better results. Air layering may be done in spring and early summer. Can take a long to
root!
Repotting: Every two to three years in early spring with 80% good quality potting mix and
20% coarse sand or equivalent material. The soil should be moisture retentive. Position the
roots during repotting!
Pests and diseases: Spiders like to squat on these and common harmful pests include
fireblight, scale, miners, aphids, and caterpillars: organic pest oil works well as a broad
spectrum.
Styles: Informal Upright, Slanting, Cascade, Semi-cascade, Literate, Group planting and
Saikei.
Some species suitable for bonsai:
P. angustifolia, (orange-red fruit), is the most common, but
P. coccinea, (red fruit), is better suited for frost susceptible areas.
P. crenulata, (the evergreen variety, orange-red fruit), is also very common.
And many other available varieties.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Mr Miyagi, I’ve been told my tree is too tall for the thickness of the
trunk, should I shorten it and if so by how much?
A. The amount it needs to be shortened will be based on the type of tree and
its style. The proportions on a bonsai need to be balanced. All of the elements
of the tree need to be in scale to each other. Doing this makes the tree appear logical to the viewer. The proportions must reflect what you would expect
to see in nature.
We expect to see large diameter branches lower on the tree and thinner up at
the top. We also expect them to be in scale with the size or diameter of the
trunk.
The rule of thirds shall apply when designing and styling a tree.
The lower third of the tree should be devoted to surface roots and to a proportionately tapered trunk.
The middle third of the tree emphasizes the branching.
The top third consists of finer branches and the apex.
The trunk v height ratio should be 1:8 or 1:10 - this is a general ideal.
Example: A tree with a base diameter of 5 cm should ideally be between 40-50cm tall. This is purely for aesthetics
and when developing trees as shohin, the rule of proportion still applies.
Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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On The Display Table

A profusion of colour on the Display Table at the September club meeting

BONSAI ART NURSERY
Come down and see our newly acquired stock of JAPANESE pots!
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
Closed Wednesdays and Sundays
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By Jeff Barry

Spring is always an exciting time for any bonsai enthusiast. Small buds have turned to vigorous growth in just a few weeks. Vibrant greens and blues of fresh growth are spreading across most confers. With this growth comes the need for increased water
and food.
Always keep an eye on the weather this time of year. Winds, heavy rains and extended dry periods makes for unpredictable
growing conditions. Pay extra attention to the bonsais that have just been repotted. If you are relying on an irrigation system, perform regular inspections to ensure all trees are being watered properly.
Between mowing the lawn and pulling weeds in the garden, try and put aside enough time to prune your trees in order to keep
new the growth nice and compact.
Here are a few tips to get you through the season.
Position
The sun and wind are good for your trees, however some varieties will benefit from protection. (Beeches, Hornbeams, Maples,
Azaleas), Potting mix should not be left to completely dry out as the leaves will easily scorch in the wrong position. When
putting trees in strong sun, trees must have a consistent water cycle Avoid using shade directly beneath overhanging trees as
animal droppings and leaf debris can create problems
Watering
Water thoroughly. Shallow watering encourages roots to grow at the surface of the potting mix (trees will dry out faster). If
trees are root bound take extra care with saturating root ball. Organize bonsais in “like watering” sections to assist in your
watering cycle
Pinching and Pruning
Pinching and pruning should be attended to as soon as leaves develop and shoots elongate. Buds that develop where
branches are not needed should be rubbed off immediately. If a branch is needed, allow bud to grow keeping the terminal
bud to help increase the girth of the branch
Confers may require finger tip pruning- removing buds at the tip of the growth will push growth back onto the branch and create smaller foliage
Potting
Most repotting should be complete. Varieties such as Chinese Elms, Azaleas, Junipers and Pines can still be potted with
care. Varieties such as Figs, Pomegranates, Pyracantha and Natives can be potted even later. Pines potted later in spring
can help reduce needle size but be extremely careful with after care (not too late)

Chojo Feature Trees - Update on
Imagination Tree
Club Member Jeff Barry has taken over the old Bonsai - The Imagination Tree site at
Garden Lovers in Mt Evelyn and has opened as Chojo Feature Trees. Jeff will have
quality bonsai and bonsai starters on sale, as well as other material. Check out the
new arrangement at the next club nursery trip on Saturday 3rd November at
10:00am, or drop in on any weekend (weekdays by appointment only).

End-Of-Month Saturday
Workshop
The Saturday workshop in September coincided with the AFL Grand
Final, so numbers were a little down but those members attending
worked hard on preparing their trees for the upcoming Show.
The October workshop was a hive of activity as members (and one
guest) worked hard at controlling the early spring growth.

Upper Right—Grand Final day in September - some dedicated members preparing their trees for the Show
Lower Right - A big attendance at the October workshop - lots of
Spring trimming to be done
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
Nov & Dec 2012

The last “Nursery Crawl” for this year will take place on Saturday, 3rd November at 10:00AM. A day out well worth it,
especially since this time around we’ll support our “local nurseries”, which will include the following - and starting with:
Chojo Feature Trees and Garden Lovers Nursery at 136 York Rd, Mt Evelyn - Melway 52/H3
A - Z Bonsai Starters Nursery, 429 Monbulk Rd, Monbulk - Melway 122/K9
Paddy’s Plants, 103 Main Rd, Monbulk - Melway 122/G12
Gentiana Nursery, 138 Olinda - Monbulk Rd, Olinda - Melway 122/B12
Our monthly meeting on 13th November will start with “Tips & Hints for the Summer Survival” by Jeff Barry, followed
by a presentation on “Air layering” and “Artificial Rocks” by our own Ron Sheppard.
On Saturday 17th November the “Satsuki Interest Group” will be meeting at “Bonsai Art Nursery”, 236 Old Dandenong
Road, Heatherton, at 1:30PM - 4:00PM.
Our Saturday Workshop on 24th November, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Morrisons.
The monthly meeting on 11th December will be our “Christmas Break-up” & “Round Table discussion / critique on
Starter to Advanced Trees”. Bring a Sweet or Savory Dish to help the celebration.
There will be NO Saturday Workshop in December!
Get started again in 2013 with our first monthly meeting on Tuesday 8th January with a “Workshop Night” with Craig
Wilson on (not only) “Natives”,

Events from Other Clubs
On Saturday 3rd November, 10:00am - 5:00pm and Sunday 4th November, 10:00am - 4:00pm, the Ballarat Bonsai Society will hold it’s Annual Expo at the Robert Clark Centre, Gillies Street, Wendouree.
Also on Saturday 3rd - Sunday 4th November, 10:00am - 4:30pm both days, the Goldfields Bonsai
Society will hold its Annual Expo at the Ray Bradfield Rooms, Victory Park, Mostyn Street, Castlemaine.
The Geelong Bonsai Club has their Annual Show on the weekend Saturday 10th November, 9:00am
- 8:00pm (!) and Sunday 11th November, 9:00am - 4:00pm, at the Geelong Masonic Centre, Regent St
in Belmont, Mel ref. 451 / J10. On both days they also have Workshops from 9:00am - 12:00noon and 1:00pm 4:00pm with Lee Wilson (AABC Tutor). Costs for participants $30.00, contact Hugh Mac Dougall on 5282 3983.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the
club gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities
are capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society’s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

