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The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Upper Yarra
Community House
(Formerly Morrison House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn
Meetings begin at 7:30pm .

118 B8
Saturday Workshops are 24:30pm on the Last Saturday
of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!
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Highlights from September & October 2015
September was the Annual
General Meeting, where the
club President, Secretary and
Treasurer presented their
reports, and then stood down
while club member Victor B
thanked retiring members
and conducted the election of
the committee for the
2015/16 year. More details
on the new committee later in
the newsletter.
There was also a Review/
Overview session where
Lindsay H spoke on fertilizing
regimes for our trees, explaining that while everybody has different practices, it is important to keep feeding our trees to maximize their development, as there is insufficient nutrients within
the confines of a pot for trees to really thrive.
Lindsay‟s feeding method is to apply solid slow-release fertilizer
(Neutrog Rocket Fuel and the like, plus Osmocoat) periodically
and to feed once per week during the growing season with a
liquid fertilizer mixed to manufacturers‟ specifications. He alternates the liquid fertilizer between various brands, including PowerFeed, Charlie Carp, MaxiFeed, or whatever else happens to
be on sale!
Members attending the AGM also received a free tree on the
night, which this year were wellContinued Page 2

Above - Officers’ reports at the
AGM.
Below left - David W gives advice
on development of the free Ficus
trees given to all attending members.

Calendar Dates:










31st Oct & 1st Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Ballarat Bonsai Exhibition. Ballarat.
31st Oct & 1st Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Goldfields Bonsai Exhibition. Castlemaine.
7th & 8th November (Saturday & Sunday)
Bonsai Northwest Exhibition & Sale.
Footscray
10th November (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. UYCH.
14th November & 15th November
(Saturday & Sunday) Geelong Bonsai
Show. Belmont, Geelong.
14th November & 15th November
(Saturday & Sunday) Satsuki Society
Bonsai Exhibition. Bonsai Art, Heatherton.
22nd November (Sunday) YVBS Sale
Day. Japara House, Durham Rd Kilsyth.
28th November (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the Month” Workshop. 2:00pm.
UYCH.
8th December (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. UYCH.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from September & October - Cont. From Page 1
developed figs which should be readily transferred into attractive
bonsai trees within a relatively short period of time. Thanks to
our benefactor, who wishes to remain anonymous, for donating
the trees to the club.
The October meeting was a very well-attended workshop night,
where members brought along their trees to work on and to seek
advice and assistance. It is always good to see what other people are doing with the development of their trees, and the exchange of experiences is valuable to all.
There was also a brief update given by Bill McK on the progress
of the development of the bonsai calendar/database. The cur-

rent state of development is quite impressive, and Bill thanked
Michael C for his aid in populating the data currently contained
within it. The project is still a work in progress, but is aimed to
have the general database available for member use before the
end of the year. The database will have up to 100 species records included, with each one able to be modified and also to be
printed out on a single A4 page per species for those members
who prefer hard copy records.
Bill (and Michael) are doing a terrific job in developing this tool,
and we look forward to getting our hands on it soon!
Left and Above - Workshop night at the October meeting.

Bonsai Training Courses
The second of the scheduled YVBS bonsai training courses
for the year, the Intermediate Tutored Workshop with Craig
Wilson, was completed in September.
The YVBS Novice course provides a good basis for the
knowledge of bonsai, and while the Intermediate Workshops
are an extension of this, they also provide an opportunity for
even experienced members to work with a recognized bonsai expert in Craig. Many members have enrolled in the Intermediate Tutored workshops on multiple occasions, to take
advantage of the cost effectiveness of this approach.
We plan on running both courses again in 2016, subject to
member interest and enrolments.
Right - Val G used the Tutored Workshops to create a
spruce forest on a slab project.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the local bonsai
magazines produced by the AABC and Ian
Glew. Copies of all issues are in the library
for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the checkout period for
books and other library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting, you can return
the book at a workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you
would like to see stocked? Just
advise at the trade table or to
any committee member.
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Member Profile
Emma K has lived in Kilsyth for the last 8 months with her husband. They have a wholesale/retail nursery business specializing in grass trees as well as general plants, and
Emma is also contracted to perform garden maintenance work at a local retirement village.
Emma inherited 10 ficus bonsai trees and originally approached the club seeking help and
advice on their care.
Since joining our club, her bonsai interest has broadened into other species and she is
looking forward to trying her hand with various native species as bonsai.
In the future, she would like to develop her skills and knowledge to the extent where she
could feel confident to look at a tree and know what to do bonsai-wise without the elevated stress levels she currently experiences!

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Mr Miyagi, What is Raffia and what do I do with it?

A. Raffia is a reed-like plant material commonly found in craft shops. Bonsai artist use
it to provide additional support to the bark and cambium layer of a tree trunk or branch,
when heavy bending is performed. To use Raffia, start by soaking the strands of raffia
in water for approx. 30 minutes. Soaking softens the strands and makes them easier to
apply to the tree.
Carefully wind 3-5 strands of raffia tightly, around the length of the trunk or branch you
are bending. I suggest at least 2 layers of raffia be applied, followed by two rows of an
appropriate size wire.
By adding raffia over the branch before bending, you increase the thickness between
the cambium and the wire. The raffia supports the branch during the bending process
as the bark on the outside of any bend will be stretched in order to allow the branch to move.
It is important that any small tears in the bark are supported, and encouraged to heal as rapidly as possible. If the bending
stresses along the outside edge are allowed to concentrate on one single point, it is likely that you will snap the branch.
As the raffia dries, it tightens slightly, giving any areas of the cambium that may have split support over a much larger area and it
provides, coverage, keeping all splits enclosed from the elements like a Band-Aid.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

New Committee
The new Committee of Management for YVBS was elected at the September AGM. We thank retiring members Steve M and
Alan H who are stepping down due to the pressure of other commitments, and welcome aboard two new members Geoff P and
Scott K and thank them for volunteering their services to the continuation of running our Club. Thanks also to Bill McK for stepping up into the Vice President position. The new Committee of Management is:
President - Rudi J
Vice President - Bill McK
Membership & Marketing - Marlene J

Secretary - Lindsay H
Treasurer - Julie H
General Members - Davor T, Madalyn P, Geoff P, Scott K

At a special committee meeting after the AGM, job functions were evaluated and reassigned, with Bill coordinating the planning
activities for the club activity syllabus, Madalyn taking on membership in addition to the Library, Scott handling marketing, Geoff
taking over the Trade Table and BFA delegate role, and Davor taking responsibility as Webmaster and Forum administrator. The
new committee looks forward to successfully moving the club forward over the next twelve months, however members are encouraged as always to share their ideas and suggestions at any time with any committee member.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2015 YVBS Sale Day
The YVBS Annual Sale Day is coming up on Sunday 22nd November from
10:00am to 1:00pm. Put it into your diary now, because it is a date not to
be missed! More seller tables than ever, due to a new venue which has
ample space - the new Japara Living and Learning Centre, 54-58 Durham
Road Kilsyth. There will be a great range of bonsai trees, starters and
nursery stock, pots, stands, tools and soil. For the first time, there will also
be a small exhibition of bonsai trees - for viewing only, not for sale, but free
access after entering the sale area. Only $2 for entry into the sale are
which includes the exhibition.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To the donor of our ficus trees given away at the AGM, We respect your wish to remain anonymous, but you know who you
are, and we thank you anyway.



To our new Major Sponsor Bonsai Roots - thanks for coming aboard.



To Dynamite Printing, thank you for printing our Sale Day flyers.

End-Of-Month Saturday
There is a range of trees being worked on at the Saturday end-ofmonth workshops, ranging from starter stock just starting their
journey, through intermediate trees undergoing finer development,
to mature bonsai being trimmed or tweaked. Always something
to look at and discuss, along with a number of senior members
who are free with their advice if required.
Many new members have their first introduction to our club
through the Saturday workshops.
All members and guests are encouraged to drop in, with or without a tree, and participate in the fellowship of the bonsai!
Above - Members at work at the Saturday Workshop

Trading hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm
Weekends

10:00am – 4:00pm

Visit our website www.bonsaisensation.com.au for more information
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Tree Profile: Lavendar Star - Grewia occidentalis
General information: Grewia occidentalis - Lavender
Star or Crossberry is a small, hardy, attractive tree irregularly tiered, upright habit and is indigenous to
Southern Africa. There can be more than 400 different
species found around the world. The genus is named after
the botanist Nehemiah Grew. It‟s partially evergreen and
deciduous and mainly found in Africa, Asia as well as
Australia.
The main attractions are the starry mauve to lilac flowers
in summer, followed by distinctive four-lobed reddish
berries (crossberry) which will turn black and are edible
and can remain on the tree for a long period of time. They
are very attractive to birds. The leaves are shiny, deep
green and alternately on the stems. They can be hairy on
both sides.
Position: Full sun for best growth and good flush of
flowers, tolerating partial shade, protect from hot northerly
winds and strong frost.
Watering: Lavender Star likes plenty of water, especially
in summer - but NO wet feet! Keep moist all the time.
Feeding: Twice a month during the growing season.
Supplement occasionally with a fertilizer for acid loving
plants. Reduce it in winter to every two months if using a
slow release organic fertilizer.
Repotting: Young plants every year, older ones every
second or third year after flowering. Use standard free
draining bonsai mix!

Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au

Pruning & Wiring: Prune back branches hard after flowering - continue to prune using clip and grow method anytime. Keep
pinching new shoots back to two sets of leaves which will help with the ramification! Heavy structural pruning best done in late
autumn and wiring can be done anytime
using aluminium wire only!
Propagation: Softwood cuttings in spring or
early summer and air-layering.
Pests and diseases: Caterpillars, very few
problems with insects or disease.
Styles: Informal Upright, Slanting, Cascade,
Semi-cascade, Root-over-rock and Clump.
Some other species for Bonsai:
- Grewia bicolor - yellow flowers
- Grewia lasiocarpa - white flowers
- Grewia robusta - light pink flowers

11 Mahoneys Road
Reservoir VIC 3073
Phone: 03 9460 3059
Email: orient_bonsai@hotmail.com

Products
Bonsai starters
Mature bonsai
Pots
Figurines
Tools

Services
Bonsai classes
Repotting and trimming
Wedding gifts

www.orientbonsai.com.au
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
September and October
meetings.

Accent Plants

→

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: November - December
This time of year is always an exciting time for any bonsai enthusiast. Small buds have turned to vigorous growth in just a few
weeks. Vibrant greens and blues of fresh growth are spreading across most conifers. With this growth comes the need for increased water and food.
Always keep an eye on the weather this time of year. Winds, heavy rains and extended dry periods makes for unpredictable
growing conditions. Pay extra attention to the bonsais that have just been repotted. If you are relying on an irrigation system, perform regular inspections to ensure all trees are being watered properly. Prune your trees in order to keep new the growth nice and
compact.
Here are a few tips to get you through the season.
Position
The sun and wind are good for your trees, however some varieties will benefit from protection. (Beeches, Hornbeams, Maples,
Azaleas), Potting mix should not be left to completely dry out as the leaves will easily scorch in the wrong position. When
putting trees in strong sun, trees must have a consistent water cycle Avoid using shade directly beneath overhanging trees as
animal droppings and leaf debris can create problems.
Watering
Water thoroughly. Shallow watering encourages roots to grow at the surface of the potting mix (trees will dry out faster). If
trees are root bound take extra care with saturating root ball. Organize bonsais in “like watering” sections to assist in your
watering cycle.
Pinching and Pruning
Pinching and pruning should be attended to as soon as leaves develop and shoots elongate. Buds that develop where
branches are not needed should be rubbed off immediately. If a branch is needed, allow bud to grow keeping the terminal
bud to help increase the girth of the branch
Confers may require finger tip pruning- removing buds at the tip of the growth will push growth back onto the branch and create smaller foliage
Potting
Most repotting should be complete. Varieties such as Chinese Elms, Azaleas, and Junipers can still be potted with care.
Varieties such as Figs, Pomegranates, Pyracantha and Natives can be potted even later. Pines should not be re-potted after
spring finishes.

www.bonsaisensation.com.au
253 Centre Road
Narre Warren South
VIC 3805
Contact us on:
Mobile: 0425 722 827
Landline: (03) 8794 9668
Email: bonsaisensation@hotmail.com
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
November & December 2015

Our monthly meeting on 10th November will cover a demonstration/presentation on “Satsuki” by
Trevor McComb. There will be no Review/Overview Session!
Display Table: “Azalea any style & Members‟ Choice”.
On Sunday 22nd November “YVBS SALE DAY & MINI DISPLAY”, 10:00AM - 1:00PM at NEW
VENUE - the new Japara Living & Learning Centre, 54-58 Durham Road in Kilsyth, Melway Ref
51 / J5. Car park entry is via Tamworth Road and Tower Street
Our monthly workshop will be on Saturday 28th November, 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM at Upper Yarra
Community House (UYCH, formerly Morrisons).
On Tuesday 8th December, YVBS will hold its annual Christmas Break-up and 'Informal Discussion / Advise on 'Figs' with David Werner & 'Bonsai Care Calendar' by Bill McKernan - not to be
missed!
Display Table: “On or in the Rocks and Driftwood & Members Choice”.
No monthly Workshop in December!

Other Events
Ballarat Bonsai Exhibition Saturday 31st October 10:00AM - 5:00PM, Sunday 1st November
10.00AM - 4.00PM. Admission Adults $4.00, Concession $3.00 at the Robert Clark Centre in the
Botanical Gardens at Lake Wendouree, Gillies Street North.
Goldfields Bonsai Society Bonsai Exhibition, Saturday 31st October & Sunday 1st November,
10:00AM - 4:30PM, at Ray Bradfield Room, Castlemaine. Entry $3.00.
Bonsai North West Bonsai Exhibition & Sale, Saturday 7th November, 10:00AM - 4:00PM and
Sunday 8th November, 10:00AM - 4:00PM, at Footscray Community Arts Centre, 45 Moreland St,
Footscray. Entry - Adults $5.00, Children under 15 free with adult!
Geelong Bonsai Club Annual Show Saturday 14th November, 9:00AM - 6:00PM & Sunday 15th
November, 9:00AM to 4:00PM, at Masonic Hall, Regent Street, Belmont. Admission Adults - $5.00, Pensioners & Students $3.00, Children accompanied by adults under 12 - FREE!
Satsuki Interest Group is holding its „first‟ Azalea Bonsai Exhibition on Saturday 14th November & Sunday 15th November, 10:00AM to 4:00PM, at “Bonsai Art” Nursery, 236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

