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Quotable Quotes

Proud sponsor of the Yarra
Valley Bonsai Society

One of the most important tools of Bonsai is
patience.

Derek (Pup) Oakley (Ausbonsai)

www.bonsaisensation.com.au

The Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society Newsletter
Highlights from September & October 2018
September was our Annual General Meeting, where a new Committee of Management was
elected. Geoff P is again President, Rudi J is Vice-President, Lindsay H is Secretary, and
Marlene J is Membership and Marketing Director. General members are Marian W, Howard W,
Alan H, David R. Julie H has retired as Treasurer after many years‟ service, but has agreed to
stay on until the end of the year, or until we can find a permanent replacement.

The YVBS meets on the
second Tuesday of each
month now at Cire Services
(Formerly Upper Yarra Community House or Morrison
House)
Old Hereford Road,
Mount Evelyn

118 B8
Meetings begin at 7:30pm .
Saturday Workshops are
1-4:30pm on the Last Saturday of the month, at the same
venue as monthlies!
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Following the AGM, members displayed and
discussed the progress on their free trees
received at previous AGM‟s - Leptospermum
laevigatum from last year,
Casuarinas littoralis from
the year before, and even
a ficus from 2015. Some
good progress is being
made.

Above - Good attendance at the September AGM.
Below - George M shows progress on his Casuarina from last year.

Calendar Dates:



The free tree for this year
was a Callistemon viminalis „Captain Cook‟ in
tubestock form. Members
are encouraged to add
twists and turns through
wiring while the tree is
young and flexible - and bring the results along next year for
display!







3rd & 4th Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Ballarat Bonsai Exhibition. Ballarat.
3rd & 4th Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Goldfields Bonsai Exhibition. Castlemaine.
10th November & 11th November
(Saturday & Sunday) Geelong Bonsai
Show. Belmont, Geelong.
13th November (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Cire.
17th November & 18th November
(Saturday & Sunday) Lilydale Show.
Showgrounds, Lilydale.
18th November (Sunday) YVBS Sale Day.
Wandin North Public Hall, Wandin North.
24th November (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm.
Cire.

This AGM was also the 10 year anniversary of the formation of
 1st Dec (Saturday) Satsuki Interest
the Club, and members from the founding committee of manageGroup Meeting.1:00pm, Bonsai Art,
Heatherton.
ment were invited along to help all present members celebrate

11th December (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
with munchies and drinks. Great to see Founding President Bill
Meeting. 7:30pm. Cire
McKernan and Founding Vice-President Neil Howatt again!
See also the Events Calendar on our
Continued Page 2

website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from Sep & Oct - Cont. From Page 1
The October meeting featured special guest presenter Peter Fewster who
spoke and demonstrated on his specialty - Maples on Rocks.
Peter learned many of his bonsai techniques in Japan, where he said that it was
possible to buy trees in various stages of development from specialist nurseries. In Australia, we generally have to do it all ourselves.
Peter demonstrated forming a root over rock using trident maple seedlings
which have been growing in a deep pot to encourage long roots - at least three
clumps of roots are preferred. Drape the roost over the rock and then lash
them tightly on to the rock with aluminium wire. Then bury the result in the
ground or in a large pot. Dig up or repot every year to make adjustment where
necessary. Leave the wire undisturbed - the tree roots and bark will eventually
grow over it. Exposed wire can then be cut off once the roots are firmly bonded
to the rock.
All of this work is preferably done just prior to the maple coming in to leaf in the
Spring.
Peter defoliates trident maples 3 or 4 times per year. Steps in defoliation:

Above - Peter Fewster demonstrates wiring
maple roots onto a rock.

1)

Remove the biggest leaves

2)

Defoliate completely. Prune off upwards and downwards growth or buds 10 days after defoliation.

3)

Defoliate again - at least 3 times, but the latest in March.

Feed with both liquid and solid slow-release fertilizer.
Peter uses root thread grafts to fill up any gaps in between the roots and the rock after the initial development. When the hole is
healed over, the top can be cut off, but if in doubt, wait until the next repot. Generally takes one season only.

Bonsai Training Courses
The annual Intermediate Tutorial Workshops with Craig Wilson were held on Tuesday evenings in September and October, attended by a range of both new and older members.
The format involves members bringing in their own trees to
work on under the guidance and tutelage of Craig. It provides
a valuable learning experience, through hands-on with your
own trees and also observation of the activity going on
around you. We plan on scheduling another Series in 2019.
Right - Craig ponders Rob and Sue’s tree, while Patrick
learns by observing.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To Victor B for again stepping in to run the Officers and Committee elections at the AGM.



To Peter Fewster for his very entertaining and informative talk on Maples on Rocks, and for his donations to our raffle prizes
on the night.



To Dynamite Printing for the printing of the promotional flyers for our Sale Day.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has subscribed to the local bonsai
magazines produced by the AABC and Ian
Glew. Copies of all issues are in the library
for perusal or borrowing. Remember, the checkout period for
books and other library material is one month. If you check out a
book and are not able to make the next meeting, you can return
the book at a workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. Lorraine Simpson and other pots also in stock. Don’t
forget the club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at
meetings. Anything else you
would like to see stocked?
Just advise at the trade table
or to any committee member.
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Member Profile
Barry and Lorraine M live in Woori Yallock and have three grown children and 9 grandchildren. They are retired from full time employment
but still do voluntary work. They owned and operated a blueberry farm
in Monbulk for 32 years.
Barry did a day bonsai course at the “Imagination Tree” in 2000 and
that started his first bonsai. Since then, he has learned through reading and practical experience.
Their personal bonsai collection includes pines, liquidambers, azaleas,
Japanese maples - approximately 20 in various stages of development. Their goal moving forward is to have a better understanding of
the techniques of bonsai.
Barry is a CFA volunteer and Lorraine volunteers in a local play group.

Ask Mr. Miyagi……
Q. Why does one wait until after an azalea flowers before feeding it?
A: My understanding of the science behind this is that as flowering is a necessary step
for the plant to reproduce itself, if the tree notes that it isn‟t 100% happy, healthy and
well-fed, then the impetus to reproduce becomes greater.
I think you can see the same dynamic with people having mid-life crises at singles
bars…..
I‟ve heard that there is an aesthetic reason as well in that smaller flowers often compliment the tree structure and tend to remain on longer than larger and heavier flowers.
This isn‟t too different from the theory of leaf reduction via judicious use of feeding.
Now this doesn‟t mean you need to starve your tree…. In fact it should be well-fed in
late winter and early spring.
I‟m far from an azalea expert but I‟ve been told feeding (and remember that azaleas
are acid-loving plants) should cease when flower buds first appear, so that the tree concentrates on flower production rather than
vegetative growth.
Also, many advocate the immediate post-flower period as the best time to repot azaleas.

Members may submit questions to Mr. Miyagi c/o the YVBS web forum or per the club email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Nursery Crawl
The weather was a bit inclement for the Nursery
crawl on Saturday 1st September, but this didn‟t
dampen the spirits of those attending who snapped
up bargains at Marg Fenn‟s bonsai pottery, Dinsan
Wholesale Nursery, Bonsai Art, and Collectors Corner.
Thanks to Marg for showing us her pottery workshop and explaining how she makes her excellent
bonsai pots.
Right - A full trolley resulted at Dinsan Wholesale
Nursery!
NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2018 YVBS Sale Day
Our annual public Sale Day is coming up on Sunday 18th November, to be held for
the first time at the Wandin North Public Hall, the same venue as our Bonsai Show this
year.
Eighteen table have been taken up by various sellers of trees, materials and pots,
many from our own club and some from outside, which makes it one of the biggest
sale days that we have ever held.
There will be plenty of advanced bonsai, bonsai starters, and nursery stock available,
including satsuki azaleas which will be in flower at this time. There will also be at least
three local bonsai potters with their range of quality hand-made bonsai pots and slabs.
In addition to the Sale tables, there will be a small display of advanced bonsai trees on
the stage area, which should provide some inspiration for us all!
Pass the word around to all of your friends and neighbours, and come along to check
out the bargains on offer - you always have room for one more tree!

Bonsai Presentation in the Community
From time to time, our club is contacted with a request to deliver a talk about
bonsai to various local community groups
On Monday 8th October, Lindsay H and Geoff P visited the Cherry Tree Retirement Village Garden Club in Croydon to speak to about 40 of their members about the art of bonsai. This included a slide presentation and a discussion based on around a dozen bonsai trees which were taken along.
All of the Garden Club members seemed to enjoy the presentation, and many
questions and discussion ensued afterwards. Perhaps our Club may attract
an extra member or two!

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
There is always something interesting to see and do at the regular Last Saturday of the Month Workshop. All members and guests are encouraged to drop
in with or without their trees, to do some work on their “babies”, to watch other
members and learn from their activities, or just to have a chat.
Many current members had their first introduction to our club through dropping
in at a Saturday workshop. Encourage your relatives, friends, colleagues or
associates who have shown any interest in the art or in gardening activities in
general to come along and check us out.
There is always plenty of helpful and practical advice on hand for those who
need it.

Above - Dean assists a visitor with her tree at the
August Saturday Workshop
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Tree Profile: Dwarf Box ’Kingswood’ - Buxus microphylla
General: According to Wikipedia the Buxus microphylla,
the Japanese box or Littleleaf box, is a species of Buxus
native to Japan and Taiwan in the family Buxaceae.
The „Kingsville‟ Box is a very slow growing evergreen shrub
with a dense canopy of tiny dark green leaves supported by
an attractive old looking trunk. The bark looks old even when
the tree is still young! Great Bonsai material!
Lighting & Temperature: They‟re very hardy, but prefer
shade to partial shade - keep out of the hot summer sun, as
well as hot and cold winds! Frost tolerant to -4°C!
Watering: It needs regular watering, daily during summer
months when tree is growing, less during winter months.
Feeding: Feed every two weeks during the growing season using a well
balanced liquid fertilizer. Fertilization should be done during growing season
from spring until late summer.
Repotting: Suggested every one to two years in well drained soil. Spring is the
best time, but can be repotted in summer and autumn if need be, but avoid
repotting during very hot weather or during a growth spurt. Box dislikes acid
soil, adding an occasional dose of lime is recommended.
Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au

Pruning: During spring or summer to display branches more and to open the
crown, cut away some of the secondary inner branches. You should pinch
back new shoots by half when they reach 1/2 inch to maintain the bonsai
shape. Pinching and cutting should be done best during growing season. Box
is tolerant of radical treatments, such as Jin, Shari and being grown root over
rock.
Wiring: Anytime on younger branches, but on older branches using guide
wires is recommended - they can be very brittle!
Propagation: Use semi-hardwood cuttings in spring or autumn, hardwood
cuttings in winter (remove leaves).
Pests and diseases: Sometimes could be troubled by mites, scale and leaf
miners. Overwatering might cause the root rot!
Styles: Formal & Informal Upright, Slanting, Semi Cascade, Single or
Multiple Trunks, Group Planting and Root-over-Rock.
Excellent for Shohin and Mame due to its leaf size.
There are great articles in Bonsai Today issue 97 and issue 107,which is
showing the styling and development of this famous tree pictured on the
right.
Picture courtesy of Bonsai Today issue 107!

Ya rra Valle y Bon sai So ciet y Newsletter

Volume 5. 44 Sep/Oct 2018

On The Display Table

Display
Table at
the Sep
and Oct
meetings.

Accent Plants below

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: November - December
This time of year is always an exciting time for any bonsai enthusiast. Small buds have turned to vigorous growth in just a few
weeks. Vibrant greens and blues of fresh growth are spreading across most conifers. With this growth comes the need for increased water and food.
Always keep an eye on the weather this time of year. Winds, heavy rains and extended dry periods makes for unpredictable
growing conditions. Pay extra attention to the bonsai that have just been repotted. If you are relying on an irrigation system, perform regular inspections to ensure all trees are being watered properly. Prune your trees in order to keep new the growth nice and
compact.
Here are a few tips to get you through the season.
Position
The sun and wind are good for your trees, however some varieties will benefit from protection (Beeches, Hornbeams, Maples,
Azaleas), as the leaves will easily scorch if the tree is in the wrong position. When putting trees in strong sun, trees must have
a consistent water cycle. Avoid using shade directly beneath overhanging trees as animal droppings and leaf debris can create problems.
Watering
Water thoroughly. Shallow watering encourages roots to grow at the surface of the potting mix (trees will dry out faster). If
trees are root bound take extra care with saturating root ball. Organize bonsai in “like watering” sections to assist in your watering cycle. Potting mix should not be left to completely dry out.
Pinching and Pruning
Pinching and pruning should be attended to as soon as leaves develop and shoots elongate. Buds that develop where
branches are not needed should be rubbed off immediately. If a branch is needed, allow bud to grow keeping the terminal
bud to help increase the girth of the branch
Confers may require finger tip pruning- removing buds at the tip of the growth will push growth back onto the branch and create smaller foliage
Potting
Most repotting should be complete. Varieties such as Chinese Elms, Azaleas, and Junipers can still be potted with care.
Varieties such as Figs, Pomegranates, Pyracanthas and Natives can be potted even later. Pines should not be re-potted
after spring finishes.

Long Lunch at David’s
Sunday 21st October started as a cloudy but mild day, with no rain forecast. The day had finally arrived, when YVBS members, families and
friends went to David R‟s for the much anticipated “Long Lunch”. More
importantly, to see and experience his bonsai collection and themed
gardens. As each carload arrived, they were greeted by David‟s cheery
smile, and handed a garden quiz sheet. To find the solutions, the
guests needed to visit each corner of his amazing and creative garden.
It was a great orientation and mingling exercise. And, as a bonus there
were even prizes for the winners! As we wandered into each nook and
cranny, David was on hand to explain the various components and give
a running commentary on what we were seeing. We even saw evidence
of the “imaginary friends” he had created for his grandchildren. Explanations of these characters brought much amusement, and added to
the uniqueness of the garden.
Above - A photo from an earlier time - the official opening
of David’s Japanese Garden.
By the time we sat down to lunch the cloud had rolled away. We
were then treated to a perfectly glorious day to sit on the patio and
enjoy the sunshine and a wonderful meal. David kept us entertained with his sense of fun and stories. There was also much chattering going on around the tables as the guests were able to fellowship in a different environment to what they are generally used
to. What a great day!
Our thanks go to David and Judi for opening up their home and wonderful garden - what an amazing haven you have created!
Thank you also for providing the sausage sizzle and salads. We must not forget David‟s neighbour Ian, who had been roped in to
operate the BBQ. Thank you also to those members/wives who brought along sweets and desserts. We were certainly treated to
a sumptuous feast.
In all just over thirty people attended. Everyone seemed to enjoy this wonderful experience and we are looking for more opportunities to repeat it.
David has however, set the bar pretty high, so this may not be an easy task.

Volume 5 No 44
Sep & Oct 2018
Page 8

www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
November & December 2018

Our monthly meeting on 13th November will be a Members „show & tell‟ on “Azaleas – not only
Satsuki!” with Rudi J. A NIGHT NOT TO BE MISSED!
No Bonsai Basics Review Session!
Display Table: “Azalea any Style & Members Choice”.
YVBS Sale Day & Bonsai Display, Sunday 18th November, 10:30AM - 1:00PM, at Wandin North
Public Hall, Warburton Hwy Cnr Clegg Rd, (on the roundabout) next to the Sporting Ground in
Wandin North. Entry is via the Sporting Ground off the Roundabout - there will be some signage
as well! Mel Ref: 119 C11/12, Wandin North. Entry: $2.00 for Buyers/Visitors
Our monthly Workshop and Swap & Sale will be on Saturday 24th November, 1:00PM - 4:30PM
at Cire Services - former UYCH.
On Tuesday 11th December, YVBS will hold its annual Christmas Break-up and “Informal Discussion” about ANYONE OF YOUR TREE(s)!
Display Table: “On or in the Rocks and Driftwood & Members Choice”.
NO monthly Workshop in December!!!

Other Events
Ballarat Bonsai Society Bonsai Exhibition on Saturday, 3rd November 10:00AM - 5:00PM and
Sunday 4th November 10:00AM - 4:00PM, at the Robert Clark Centre in the Botanical Gardens at
Lake Wendouree in Gillies Street North, opposite the Glass House. Entry $ 4.00, Kids free!
Goldfields Bonsai Society Exhibition on Saturday, 3rd November and Sunday 4th November
10:00AM - 4:30PM, at the Old Tea Rooms Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, Froomes Rd, Castlemaine. Entry $ 3.00, Kids free!
Geelong Bonsai Club Annual Show Saturday 10th November, 9:00AM - 6:00PM & Sunday 11th
November, 9:00AM to 4:00PM, at Masonic Hall, Regent Street, Belmont. Admission Adults $5.00, Pensioners & Students $3.00, Children accompanied by adults under 12 - FREE!
Lilydale Show - Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th November. Lilydale Show Grounds,
Main Street Lilydale.
For more Details please check out http://www.lilydaleshow.org.au/tickets
Satsuki Interest Group Meeting on Saturday 1st December, 1:30PM - 4:00PM, at “Bonsai Art” Nursery, 236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Rudi via the club
gmail so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact Rudi via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

