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The Yarra Valley Bonsai
Society Newsletter
Highlights from September & October 2019
The September meeting was the Annual General Meeting of the Club, which proceeded smoothly
with no issues. The candidates standing for the new Committee of Management were elected
unopposed! One day we might have a contest and a real election - but it wasn‟t to be this year.
See the separate article later in the newsletter regarding the composition of the new Committee.
Following the AGM, we reviewed the progress on the trees given away at previous AGMs, dating
back over the last 5 years. These trees were Crepe Myrtle (2014), Ficus (2015), Casuarina littorali
(2016), Leptospermum laevigatum (2017) and Callistemon viminalis „Captain Cook‟ (2018). A few
members brought in their trees and discussed the development which had been achieved to date,
and their plans for the future.
Following this established tradition, a new tree was given away to all attending members - this
year a Serissa foetida „Kyoto‟ bonsai starter. The serissa is a small tree with characteristics of
fissured bark and small white double flowers, which can make a very attractive bonsai in smaller
size ranges. We look forward to seeing progress made over coming years!
The October meeting featured a demonstration on air layering techniques from three of our own
members, Lindsay H, Steve M, and Patrick I. As an introduction, Lindsay explained that the concept of layering is to force a tree or a branch to form new roots at a certain point other than in the
ground by interrupting the flow of nutrients from the leaves to the existing root system, and thus
forcing a new root system to be developed.
The three basic reasons to air layer in bonsai are:
Left - The October meeting.

Calendar Dates:






1)

Reducing the length of a trunk

2)

Growing a better radial root system

3)

Selecting a branch or part of the trunk to grow as a separate
tree (i.e. propagating).




Air layering involves wounding the tree or branch, and then placing a rooting medium, typically sphagnum moss, tightly around
the wounded area. For our purposes, the wound is typically a
ring bark, which extends in length to around 1 1/2 to 2 times the
branch diameter. The bark is stripped off and then any trace of




2nd Nov & 3rd Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Springvale Bonsai Club Show. Springvale.
2nd Nov & 3rd Nov (Saturday & Sunday)
Goldfields Bonsai Exhibition. Castlemaine.
9th & 10th November (Saturday & Sunday) Geelong Bonsai Club Show. Geelong
12th November (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Hub.
16th November & 17th November
(Saturday & Sunday) Satsuki Azalea
Show. Bonsai Art, Heatherton.
30th November (Saturday) YVBS Sale
Day. 10am to 1pm. Chirnside Park Hub.
30th November (Saturday) “Last Saturday of the Month” Workshop. 1:00pm.
Chirnside Park Hub.
1st December (Sunday) Glen Eira Japanese Cultural Day. Glen Eira Town Hall,
Malvern
10th December (Tuesday) YVBS Monthly
Meeting. 7:30pm. Chirnside Park Hub.

See also the Events Calendar on our
website: www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
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Highlights from September & October - Cont. From Page 1
green cambium is scraped off. Use rooting hormone around the top of the ringbarked area. Alternative methods exist and were
briefly discussed, but the demonstrations all used the ringbarking technique.
The rooting medium is held in place around the ringbarked area by a variety of means to the user‟s choice, including plastic wrap,
cut and taped pots, even cut drink bottles and plastic containers like margarine tubs.
Air layering is preferably done in the late spring or early summer. For broad leaf plants, new root formation generally takes 6 - 12
weeks. Fruiting and flowering species - 2-6 months. Conifers - 6 months to 2 years.
Once strong new roots are observed, cut the layer off the branch or trunk and place in a shallow pot using normal soil mix. Remove some foliage if there is an excess present to reduce transpiration load on the roots. Don‟t remove the branch stub from
below the new plant until the following year after separating the layer.
If the layering process fails,
some reasons may be:



The tree heals over the
ringbark wound and forms
new cambium paths to the
existing root system.



The rooting medium
dries out.



Some species or more
particularly cultivars resist
forming their own roots.



Insufficient time was
allowed for roots to properly
form before separation.



The tree has a mind of
its own and doesn't want to
cooperate!
Left and Above - Lindsay, Patrick and Steve
working on their air layers.

New Committee
Following the AGM in September, the new committee of management is up and running, and is busy planning the program of
activities for 2020. If any members have suggestions or requests for activities please see any committee member and pass on
your ideas. The Committee is:
President - Geoff P

Vice President - Steve M

Treasurer - Richard J

Membership & Marketing Director - David R

Secretary - Lindsay H

Membership Advisor - Marlene J
General Members - Nick R, Barry M
Many thanks to the two new committee members Nick and Barry for stepping forward. All clubs depend on new representation
and new ideas to keep the club dynamic and moving forward.

Library Check-out!
YVBS has a comprehensive range of bonsai books and magazines in our library, all
of which are available for borrowing without charge. Remember, the checkout period for books and other
library material is one month. If you check out a book and are
not able to make the next meeting, you can return the book at a
workshop or even post it to the club PO Box.

Trade Table Cheque-out!
The trade table has been restocked with new tools, wire and other
accessories. A selection of pots are also in stock. Don’t forget the
club’s tool sharpening kit, available for use at meetings. Anything
else you would like to see
stocked? Just advise at the trade
table or to any committee member.
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Member Profile
Margaret J is retired and living in Croydon. She has 3 children and 7 grandchildren.
Margaret has no horticultural background but learned a lot about plant names from her mother who
was a keen gardener. She was first introduced to bonsai about 6 years ago through a friend and
started with a maple forest of 5 trees, which are now 4 as one died. She has joined the club to learn
more about bonsai techniques and care.
Margaret currently has 5 bonsai and the original maple forest is still her favourite. She is keen to try
different species.
Her long term goal is to be satisfied with her bonsai work - but recognizes that this could be a lifetime
activity!
Her other interests include photography, mosaic and all types of design.

Vale Rudi J
Rudi was well known in bonsai circles, being often seen together with wife Marlene at conferences and shows right across Australia. Their interest in bonsai started over forty years ago, and
led them to be two of the driving forces that set up the Yarra Valley Bonsai Society in 2008. Rudi
was a Founding Member and served on the Committee continually right from the start. His roles
included President for many years, Vice President, and general member. The valuable contribution he has made to YVBS was recognized in 2014 when he was inducted as a Life Member.
Rudi‟s advice to bonsai novices was typically encapsulated in the general statement – there is no
absolute right or wrong way to style a tree or design a bonsai. It is YOUR tree, and if you like it,
that is fine.
Even laid low by a series of strokes, but prior to the final one, Rudi could not abandon the club
and was elected to the Committee of Management as a general member representative at the
September AGM this year. Rudi‟s nomination form was signed with a very shaky hand, but with a
very firm commitment to continue to lend his assistance and expertise wherever he felt he could be useful.
His participation and enthusiasm over the years has been a great influence and encouragement to many bonsai enthusiasts of
varying levels of experience, both from within our Club and beyond. His pleasant and warm personality will be sadly missed, but
his legacy and cheery smile will live on.

NBPCA Bonsai Week 2020
Bonsai Week 2020 is to be held at the National Arboretum Canberra under the auspices of the National Bonsai and Penjing Association of Australia, from Monday 23rd to Sunday 29th March. The invited international guest artists for 2020 are Marija Hajdic
from Croatia and Nik Rozman from Slovenia. Key dates are Thursday 26th which is the Bonsai Club Masterclass workshop for
Australian bonsai club nominees, Friday 27th which is a Bonsai Talk in the afternoon and Bonsai After-hours Demonstration and
cocktail evening session, and Saturday 28th which is the Bonsai Masterclass for Collection donors, lenders and volunteers.
Further information is available on the YVBS Forum and also https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/livingcollection/bonsai/bonsai-week-2020 .
Our club is able to nominate two members for consideration for inclusion in the Thursday Masterclass. Any excess nominations
from Australian bonsai clubs will be subject to ballot. The Masterclass is free, but selected members will have to cover their own
costs for transport and accommodation. Participants will need to bring along two suitable trees to work on in the Masterclass.
Previous participants from our club have been Rudi J, Howard W, and Lindsay H. If any member desires nomination for the 2020
session, contact Lindsay H for more information. Nominations close on 31st January 2020. Observer spots are also available for
the Masterclasses at no cost, but must be booked prior to the event.

NEW PRODUCT LINE....for those starting out or
with a handful of bonsai, I have introduced a 50/50
mix of ORCHIATA PINE BARK and DIATOMITE 27mm in a 20L bucket @ $25.00. Also available are
DIATOMITE 35L bags @ $25.00 and ORCHIATA
PINE BARK 40L bags (3-6 or 6-9mm) @ $30.00.
ORCHID POTS are available in a range of sizes. To
order call Julie 0419 870 240 or email
julie@bonsairoots.com.au
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2019 YVBS Sale Day
Our annual public Sale Day is coming up on Saturday 30th November, to be held for the first time at the our new venue Chirnside
Park Community Hub, from 10:00am to 1:00pm. This will be immediately followed by our regular Last Saturday of the Month Workshop.
Seventeen table have been taken up by various sellers of trees,
materials and pots, many from our own club and some from outside, which provides a wealth of opportunity to pick up a little treasure - or just to browse!
There will be plenty of advanced bonsai, bonsai starters, and nursery stock available, including satsuki azaleas which will be in flower
at this time. There will also be at least three local bonsai potters
with their range of quality hand-made bonsai pots and slabs.

Above - Scenes from the 2018 Sale Day at Wandin Public Hall.

In addition to the Sale tables, there will be a small display of advanced bonsai trees in the foyer area, which should provide some
inspiration for us all!
Pass the word around to all of your friends and neighbours, and come along to check out the bargains on offer - you always have
room for one more tree or that special pot!
We also need some volunteers to help on the day with setting up and manning the entry table, so if you can help out, please register with President Geoff P.

Kudos, Accolades and Thanks


To Scott Martin and Dynamite Printing for their valued assistance in printing the Sale Day Flyers.



Thanks to all retiring Committee members for their valued contribution to the running of our club over their service period.



Thanks to all members and friends who farewelled Rudi J at his funeral - your presence was greatly appreciated by the family.

End-Of-Month Saturday Workshop
All members and guests are encouraged to drop in to our regular Last Saturday of the
Month Workshop with or without their trees, to do some work on their “babies”, to watch
other members and learn from their activities, or just to have a chat.
Many current members had their first introduction to our club through dropping in at a
Saturday workshop - see Fiona M right!. Encourage your relatives, friends, colleagues
or associates who have shown any interest in the art or in gardening activities in general
to come along and check us out. 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
There is always plenty of helpful and practical advice on hand for those who need it.
With the extra space at our new Chirnside Park Hub venue, there is plenty of room to
accommodate everybody in comfort.

Above - New member Fiona M called
in with some trees to the August workshop, and joined up on the day!.
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Tree Profile: Cedar - Cedrus species
General Information: In terms of taxonomy (classification), this is a troublesome group.
There are many trees which are called cedars but aren‟t. It should be noted that there
are only 4 trees in the cedar genus. All true cedars originated in the Old World - the
Mediterranean and the Himalayas. Cedars are large evergreen trees with grey bark smooth at first, becoming rough with age - and erect, woody cones. Cedar wood has
historically been important in commerce, and remains popular today for its fine scent.
The three most common species here are Cedrus deodara (Himalayan cedar), Cedrus
libani (Cedar of Lebanon) and Cedrus atlantica (Atlas Cedar). For the purposes of
cultivation Lebanese and Atlas cedars have the same requirements.
Cedrus deodara is now the most commonly found cedar in the nursery industry which is
because of the ease with which it is seed raised and the speed of its growth, but from the
point of view of a bonsai grower it is inferior to the other 2 species due to the unruly way
it carries its needles. It is possible to make good bonsai with deodara however it requires
a great deal of pinching to create dense foliage pads whereas the other 2 species
develop these with very little encouragement.
Deodara has longer “droopier” needles whereas the Atlas cedar has shorter and stiffer needles.
Lighting: Full sun year round.
Temperature: Handles all Melbourne temperatures without skipping a beat.
Frost damage on new shoots may be an issue in colder areas.
Watering: Cedars have a reputation of being a little sensitive to over-watering
and should be allowed to dry out slightly between watering. Needles will turn
yellow if over-watered.
Feeding: Feeding should commence with the swelling if the buds in spring and
continue throughout the growing season. Feed heavily to maximize growth
when developing the trees.

Photo courtesy of BonsaiShop.com.au

Pruning and Wiring: Tip pinch new shoots to prevent elongation and promote
back-budding. Clean out needles hanging below the branches. Wiring can be
done at any time. Wire needs to be left on the tree as long as possible as cedar
branches are very springy, but remove when the wire starts cutting in. It will
probably be necessary to rewire in order to maintain the desired branch
position. Cedars generally require wiring throughout their bonsai life. Cedar bonsai generally look better with branches wired
below the horizontal and the sub-branches arranged in a series of steps, being the regular growth pattern of this species.
Propagation: Generally grown from seed, with a cold-stratification process of one month prior to sowing. Sow seed in
spring. Blue Atlas cedars are generally propagated through grafting in late summer.
Softwood cuttings may be taken in spring or hardwood cuttings in Autumn.
Repotting: Cedars have a reputation for being touchy about root pruning, however this
is probably due to people repotting them at the wrong time of the year. Cedars should
never be repotted with new buds swelling or when covered with soft new growth. Local
experience indicates that the best time to repot cedars is in January or February, when
they do not miss a beat under our Melbourne conditions. Bare rooting should be
avoided.
Pests and Diseases: The odd caterpillar may brave the sharp needles, but is not
generally a serious problem. Bark beetle and honey fungus have been reported
overseas, but are not generally found locally.
Species Suitable for Bonsai:
Cedrus atlantica: Atlantic cedar, Atlas cedar - a short-needled (less than 25mm) variety,
the Atlas cedar has pale grey bark and a conical profile. The species has green to
bluish-green needles.
Cedrus atlantica glauca: blue Atlas cedar - A steel blue cultivar.
Cedrus brevifolia: Cyprus cedar, Cyprian cedar - A very slow growing tree, with short, dark green needles.
Cedrus deodara: Deodar cedar, Indian cedar - the largest cedar. Best used only for large size bonsai, it lacks the refinement
of other cedars.
Cedrus libani: Cedar of Lebanon - in nature, Cedar of Lebanon can grow to be 30m tall. It has an unusually spreading,
rounded profile for a conifer, and is often seen with multiple trunks. Needle length is about 25mm.
Cedrus libani „Green Prince‟ - Grows very slowly, only 45cm in ten years. Very short dark green, almost black, needles. Highly
recommended for bonsai, but rare and expensive.
Cedrus libani „Nana‟: dwarf cedar of Lebanon
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On The Display Table

A selection of trees on
the Display Table at the
September and October
meetings.

BONSAI ART NURSERY
New Trading Hours

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri - 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat, Sun - 10:00am to 4:00pm
Closed Wednesday

Great selection of bonsai, starters, and pots including a range of quality Japanese pots.

www.bonsaiart.com.au
236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton
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Bonsai Calendar: November - December
This time of year is always an exciting time for any bonsai enthusiast. Small buds have turned to vigorous growth in just a few
weeks. Vibrant greens and blues of fresh growth are spreading across most conifers. With this growth comes the need for increased water and food.
Always keep an eye on the weather this time of year. Winds, heavy rains and extended dry periods makes for unpredictable
growing conditions. Pay extra attention to the bonsai that have just been repotted. If you are relying on an irrigation system, perform regular inspections to ensure all trees are being watered properly. Prune your trees in order to keep new the growth nice and
compact.
Here are a few tips to get you through the season.
Position
The sun and wind are good for your trees, however some varieties will benefit from protection (Beeches, Hornbeams, Maples,
Azaleas), as the leaves will easily scorch if the tree is in the wrong position. When putting trees in strong sun, trees must have
a consistent water cycle. Avoid using shade directly beneath overhanging trees as animal droppings and leaf debris can create problems.
Watering
Water thoroughly. Shallow watering encourages roots to grow at the surface of the potting mix (trees will dry out faster). If
trees are root bound take extra care with saturating root ball. Organize bonsai in “like watering” sections to assist in your watering cycle. Potting mix should not be left to completely dry out.
Pinching and Pruning
Pinching and pruning should be attended to as soon as leaves develop and shoots elongate. Buds that develop where
branches are not needed should be rubbed off immediately. If a branch is needed, allow bud to grow keeping the terminal
bud to help increase the girth of the branch
Confers may require finger tip pruning- removing buds at the tip of the growth will push growth back onto the branch and create smaller foliage
Potting
Most repotting should be complete. Varieties such as Chinese Elms, Azaleas, and Junipers can still be potted with care.
Varieties such as Figs, Pomegranates, Pyracanthas and Natives can be potted even later. Pines should not be re-potted
after spring finishes.

Lunch at David’s
The Fellowship Lunch kindly staged by David R at his house on Sunday
13th October was greatly enjoyed by all participants, most of whom
were seeing his gardens and bonsai collection for the first time. The
design and sheer physical work put into developing his property is truly
amazing.
You don‟t need to be a child to appreciate his fairy gardens, sand pit
(quarry!), hidey-holes, and Leggo railway and village - his grandchildren
must love visiting him and Judi!
His Japanese and Balinese gardens, as well as his collection of Australian bottle trees on his property, were greatly appreciated by all attendees.
Right - Members enjoying David‟s hospitality and facilities.

Glen Eira Japanese Cultural Day
Our Club has been invited to stage a small bonsai display at a Japanese Cultural Day event at the Glen Eira (Malvern) Town Hall
on Sunday 1st December 2019, from 12 noon to around 4:00pm.Several Committee members will provide some trees for the
display, and will man the display stand for the duration.
Any members who would like to attend the event would be welcome. The previous event included Japanese food, ikebana displays, and performances of Japanese dancing, drumming, martial arts and shodo (calligraphy), and it is anticipated that a similar
range of activities will be on display and on stage this year. It should be a very entertaining afternoon.
Hosted by the Rotary Club of Glen Eira, entry is $8 each payable at the door. Proceeds go to funding the Club‟s community activities which this year will focus on providing bursaries for schools teaching Japanese.
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www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

A group for all lovers of bonsai in the “far east” of Melbourne
Yarra Valley Bonsai Society
PO Box 345
Mount Evelyn, Victoria 3796
Australia

Looking Ahead to
November & December 2019

Our Monthly meeting on Tuesday 12th November will be a presentation and demonstration on
Azaleas by Trevor McComb of Bonsai Art Nursery, the premier supplier of satsuki and Kurume
azaleas to the local bonsai community and an expert in growing and developing them. Come
along and learn more about these wonderful flowering bonsai. Display Table - Azaleas of course!
Our annual Sale Day will take place on Saturday 30th November at the Chirnside Park Community
Hub from 10:00am to 1:00pm. Come along and check out the quality offerings from club members
and others, ranging from completed bonsai, bonsai starters, pots and supplies. Bring your relatives, neighbours and friends!
The monthly workshop will be on Saturday 30th November at Chirnside Park Community Hub from
1:00pm to 4:00pm, immediately following the Sale Day.
Our monthly meeting on Tuesday 10th December will be our Christmas breakup and discussion
session on members‟ trees. Bring along a plate and drinks for the festivities, and one or more of your trees to participate
in the discussion. Display Table - “On or In Rocks or Driftwood”.
No End of Month Workshop in December due to the holiday period!

Other Events
The Springvale Bonsai Club will be holding their 2019 Bonsai Show on 2nd and 3rd November at
54 Queen Street, Springvale, from 9:00am to 4:30pm both days.
Goldfields Bonsai Society are holding their Spring Bonsai Exhibition on Saturday 2nd and Sunday
3rd November at Castlemaine Botanical Gardens.
The Geelong Bonsai Club will hold their 2019 Bonsai Show on Saturday and Sunday, 9th and
10th November, at the Masonic Hall, Regent Street, Belmont, Geelong. Open from 9:00am to
6:00pm on Saturday and 10:00am to 4:00pm on Sunday.
The Satsuki Interest Group will hold a Satsuki Azalea Show on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th
November at Bonsai Art Nursery, 236 Old Dandenong Road, Heatherton from 10:00am to 4:00pm
both days.
Our club has been requested to present a bonsai display at the Glen Eira Japanese Cultural Day on Sunday 1st December, from 12:00noon to 4:00pm at the Glen Eira (Malvern) Town Hall. There will be displays and an entertainment program featuring aspects of Japanese culture.
YVBS FORUM: For new members, it bears repeating that our club has an on-line bulletin board and archive. In addition to the
announcements and discussions on topics of bonsai interest, the forum also contains many newsletters from other clubs around
Australia. These are to be found (surprise, surprise) in the folder entitled “Newsletters from Other Clubs” and are kept for approximately six months. There are also publications such as “Bonsai Magazine” and the “Satsuki Society Newsletter” which are
archived in the library folder available only to members. If you visit the site and register as a user, please email Lindsay via the
club info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au so that he may add you as a club member user. Just visit our main webpage
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au and follow the FORUM link on the left to the forum.
Member Benefits Refer to the website for a list of discounts to members upon presentation of a current & valid YVBS Membership
card. “Freebies” of donated items are also made available from time to time at monthly meetings.

Advertisers & Sponsors:
Advertising on our website and/or in the newsletter is available for any registered business or sole trader. Society Sponsorship opportunities are
capped at three for any year, however supportership opportunities still remain for any business in an area related to the craft of bonsai.
For a prospectus or further information contact David via the society‟s external email: info@yarravalleybonsai.org.au

